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PKEFACE, 

THE 

KEY. T. S. GBIMSHAWE, M.A. 



The substance of the following Treatise 
was delivered in the parish church of Bid- 
denham^ in the form of a series of Sermons^ 
designed by the author, the Rev. Ben- 
jamin Maturin, to elucidate the nature, 
privileges, and obligations connected with 
that hallowed and solemn rite, the Institu- 
tion of the LoRD^s Supper. These dis- 
courses, being so comprehensive and ex- 
planatory, excited much interest. They 
awakened inquiry where it had not pre- 
viously existed, and in others tended to 
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deepen the views and holy affections which 
ought ever to be associated with the cele- 
bration of this sacred rite. Under these 
circumstances, the writer of this Preface sug- 
gested the propriety of adapting them to 
the press^ for general circulation. It is true 
that many Treatises already exist on this 
subject, but it is too deeply connected with 
the high privileges and duties of the Christ- 
ian, and presents too sublime and affecting 
a memorial of a Saviour^s dying love, not to 
demand and merit the most extended in- 
quiry. Knowledge is increased by multi- 
plying the avenues that lead to its at- 
tainment. The minds of readers vary also 
in their character, and the quality of their 
inward experience; so that what is found 
not to be so well adapted to one state of 
mind may meet the wishes of another. 

It is proper to state that the interpret- 
ation and views here brought forward are 
not those of a modem school. The Author 
ascribes no necessarily saving efficacy, like 
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the ChuFch of Ronie^ to the administration 
of the rite itself ; there is no inherent charm 
in it ; its efficacy and beneficial effects de- 
pend on the frame of mind with which it is 
received, and the exercise of a true and 
living faith which apprehends the promised 
blessing. Such is the doctrine of owe own 
Church, as expressly stated in her 25th, 
28th, and 29th Articles ; all other interpret- 
ations are to be rejected as unsound and 
unscriptural. It should always, however, 
be kept in mind, that the celebration of the 
Lord^s Supper is more than a memorial. It 
is not only a memorial of the Redeemer's 
dying love, but a sensible and inward de- 
monstration of it, where the frame of mind 
above specified is found to prevail. It is the 
mystical union and communion of our own 
spirit with the Spirit of Christ, whereby we 
become more closely identified with Him, as 
members of His mystical body, and are " one 
with Christ, and Christ one with us -/^ ac- 
companied, on our parts, with a renewal of 
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our allegiauce^ a fresh surrender of the 
hearty and consecration of ourselves to the 
service of our Lord and Master. But we 
will not add more than an earnest prayer 
that the following Treatise may answer the 
object of its pubUcation; and be instru- 
mental in establishing sound views, and 
a corresponding holy walk with God, in all 
who read it. 

T. S. Grimshawe. 
Biddenham, December 1847. 
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CHAPTER I. 



THE NATURE AND DESIGN OF THE LORD*S 
SUPPER. 

The Object of the Work, and the Spirit in which we 
should enter upon it — The Lord's Supper consi- 
dered as a Commemorative Ordinance — This il- 
lustrated by the Passover — This the View of the 
Church of England — A Declarative Ordinance — 
An Instructive Ordinance. 

** This do in remembrance of me." How 
solemn the ordinance ! how gracious the invi- 
tation! how precious the privilege! Christ 
himself at once the presiding host and the 
spiritual feast I His blood and passion the 
cost at which the hanquet is provided I The 
invitation addressed by Him, the Son of God, 
to us, the sons of men, " Come, eat of my 
bread, and drink of the wine which I have 
mingled." (Prov. ix. 5.) Mingled for us ; but, 

B 
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ere he could present it to us, tasting himself 
of the vinegar mingled with gall. He, " the Son 
of God, became the son of man, that we, the 
sons of men, might become the sons of God." 
He died that we might live ; he loved us with 
a love stronger than death. " And to the end 
that we should alway remember the ex- 
ceeding great love of our Master and only 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, thus dying for us, and 
the innumerable benefits which, by his pre- 
cious bloodshedding, he hath obtained to us, 
he hath instituted and ordained holy myste- 
ries as pledges of his love, and for a con- 
tinual remembrance of his death, to our great 
and endless comfort." 

It is, then, my Christian reader, to the con- 
sideration of an ordinance so solemn, so sacred, 
that I would now invite your attention — an 
ordinance in which the hungry have spiritual 
food, and the thirsty have drink ; where the 
weak are strengthened, the wavering con- 
firmed, and all the believing members of the 
mystical body of Jesus, " cemented, knit in 
one." are strengthened and refreshed, edified, 
and built up in their most holy faith. 

Misunderstood by some, undervalued by 
others, and neglected, alas ! by many, my 
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simple object and sincere desire in the writ- 
ing of this little treatise, is, with God s blessing, 
to be of use to all. " Let the words of my 
mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be 
acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength 
and my Redeemer." 

Come, then ; the upper chamber is prepared, 
the table is spread, the Prince of Peace is 
seated, and we His people are privileged, with 
the disciples, to enter in, and there dwell in 
thought upon the import of this solemn ordi- 
nance, ere we approach to his table. " Cast 
oflF, then, thy shoes from off thy feet ; for the 
place whereon thou standest is holy ground." 
** Surely this is none other than the house of 
God, and this is the gate of heaven." Oh, 
" blessed are they that dwell in thy house : they 
will be still praising thee." With such feel- 
ings as these, then, resting upon the soul, let 
us, in humble reliance upon the blessing of 
Almighty God, guided by His word, and look- 
ing for His Spirit, approach to the considera- 
tion of this solemn and sacred subject. Let 
us consider the nature and design of this holy 
ordinance. 

Now it must be admitted, before we proceed 
further, that there is a degree of sacred mys- 
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te;y thrown around this subject, which we are 
far from wishing altogether to remove — a de- 
gree of sacred mystery which bespeaks our 
reverence, but not our dread. Far, indeed, be 
it from us to apply to it those expressions 
which are made use of by some, such as " the 
awfiil majesty of its mystery," "tremendous 
mystery but, upon the other hand, we would 
not blot from the sacred service of our com- 
munion that expression, " Holy mysteries 
a mystery which indeed bespeaks our rever- 
ence, but forbids us not, at the same time, to 
throw upon the subject the sacred light of 
Scripture. It is said of the great and mighty 
One that inhabiteth eternity, that " clouds and 
darkness are round about him," and that " we 
cannot by searching find out the Almighty to 
perfection." Still, we are not forbidden — 
nay, we are invited and commanded, to con- 
template the character of the glorious God, 
in that revelation of his own will which it hath 
pleased him to bestow upon us. So it is with 
the subject before us. The word of God must 
be our guide ; the word of God must set 
bounds to our inquiry. And as we are com- 
manded " to be ready always to give an answer 
to every man that asketh us a reason of the 
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hope that is m us, with meekness and fear," 
so I do trust that it is in the spirit of meek- 
ness and of reverential fear that we now pro- 
ceed to the consideration of 

The Nature and Design of the Ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper. 

The Supper of the Lord was ordained, then, 
by Christ Himself ; and we have an account of 
its institution given in three of the Gospels — 
in Matthew, xxvi. ; Mark, xiv. ; and Luke, xxii. 
Now, we must carefully observe the time when, 
and the circumstances under which, this last 
Supper of the Lord was ordained. It was 
upon " the first day of the feast of unleavened 
bread, when they killed the Passover," and the 
object for which they were assembled was to 
eat the Passover. " The Master saith. My time 
is at hand; I will keep the Passover at thy 
house with my disciples." It was then, under 
such circumstances of solemn and affecting in- 
terest, that the first table of the Lord was 
spread ; upon the very night on which He was 
betrayed ; the first and the last time in which 
it was ever celebrated previous to the death of 
Him whose sorrows it was designed to shew 
forth. Thus the same table that was spread 
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for the Passover, became also the table of the 
Lord. From which account of its institution, 
as well as from other passages of Scripture, 
we may safely gather, that as the paschal lamb 
was a type of Him who is " the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sin of the world so, the 
passover itself was also a type of the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper. In fact, the Pass- 
over was to the Jew under the Old, what the 
Lord's Supper is to the Christian under the 
New Testament dispensation. Here, then, in 
the nature and design of the Passover, we have 
a safe and scriptural illustration of what is, at 
least in some measure, the nature and design 
of the Lord s Supper. The Passover was 
commemorative ; the Lord's Supper is com- 
memorative. The Passover was designed to 
be in commemoration of a great deliverance 
effected for the Jew, at the same time that it 
was intended to serve as an illustration of the 
peculiar manner in which that deliverance was 
effected. The Lord's Supper was designed to 
be in commemoration of a great deliverance 
effected for the people of God, at the same 
time, that it was intended to serve as an illus- 
tration of the peculiar manner in which that 
deliverance was effected. Dwell upon this 
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illustration. Eemember that the Jewish na- 
tion were bond-slaves in Egjrpt, afficted imder 
the oppressive hand of Pharaoh; the ciy of 
the children of Israel, as they groaned under 
the stripes of their Egyptian hard task-mas- 
ters, was heard in heaven by the God of their 
father Abraham. In which time Moses was 
raised up to be their deliverer. But no ! the 
proud heart of Pharoah is hardened ; he will 
not let the people go. And now the arm of 
Jehovah is stretched forth, in all the dark 
terrors of his judgments, upon the land of 
Egypt. Blood, and frogs, and lice, murrain 
and hail, fire and thunder, locusts and dark- 
ness — even a darkness that might be felt ; all 
the sore judgments of God are poured forth 
upon the land to humble the haughty heart 
of their proud oppressor, and to deliver his 
people. But no! the heart of Pharaoh is 
hardened ; he will not let the people go. And 
now we come to that last and awful judgment 
upon the land, with which the ordinance of 
the Passover stands connected. The Lord 
reveals his purpose to Moses. "About mid- 
night will I go out into the midst of Egypt : 
and all the first-bom in the land of Egypt 
shall die, from the first-bom of Pharaoh that 
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sitteth upon his throne, even unto the first- 
horn of the maid-servant that is behind the 
mill; and all the first-bom of beasts." And 
now the Passover is instituted. "The Lord 
spake unto Moses and Aaron, Speak ye unto 
all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the 
tenth day of this month they shall take to 
them every man a lamb ; a lamb for an house. 
Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male 
of the first year ; ye shall take it out from the 
sheep, or from the goats ; and ye shall keep it 
until the fourteenth day of the same month : 
and the whole assembly of the congregation of 
Israel shall kill it in the evening. And they 
shall take of the blood, and strike it on the 
side-posts, and on the upper door-post of the 
houses wherein they shall eat it. For I will 
pass through the land of Egypt this night, 
and will smite all the first-bom in the land of 
Egypt, both man and beast ; and against all 
the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment : I 
am the Lord. And the blood shaU be to you 
for a token upon the houses where ye are ; and 
when I see the blood I will pass over you, 
and the plague shall not be upon you to de- 
stroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt. 
And this day shall be unto you for a memorial ; 
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and ye shall keep it a feast to the Lord 
throughout your generations : ye shall keep it 
a feast by an ordinance for ever." (Exodus, xii.) 
And now the paschal lamb is slain, the blood 
is sprinkled, and the midnight of the death- 
plague is come. How awful the scene ! A great 
cry is heard in Egypt ; the destroying angel 
has gone forth upon his deadly commission, 
and tliere is not a house in which there is not 
one dead. Turn, I beseech you, from this 
appalling scene to the land of Goshen ; mark 
the houses of the children of Israel that are 
sprinkled with the blood of the paschal lamb ; 
and, lo ! all within is life, safety, security, and 
peace. But how is this ? The blood is for a 
token upon the houses. When he sees the 
blood, he passes over the houses. His com- 
mission is, " Hitherto shalt thou eome, but no 
further;" and the plague is not upon them 
to destroy them; for through this shedding 
of blood is remission. And oft as the 
children of Israel in future days, according 
to the commandment of the Lord, did keep 
the Passover, it was to them for a memo- 
rial; they remembered that they were bond- 
slaves in Egypt, they thought upon the glo- 
rious deliverance, and they called to mind 
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the wondrous manner in which their deliver- 
ance was effected — how the Lord passed over 
the houses that were sprinkled with the hlood 
of the lamh that was slain. And, no doubt, 
they would celebrate the Passover — ^the memo- 
rial of their great deliverance, with grateful 
hearts ; and upon such an occasion would join 
in the song of Moses the servant of God : " He 
hath triumphed gloriously ; the horse and his 
rider hath he thrown into the sea." Thus we 
see that the Passover was a commemorative 
rite ; that its design was to remind them of their 
slavery, and to remind them i}f their deliver- 
ance through the sprinkling of the blood of 
the paschal lamb — how the Lord passed over 
the houses thus sprinkled. It was to them 
"for a memorial." 

How easy is the application of all this to 
the ordinance of the Lord's Supper ! " Christ 
our Passover is sacrificed for us, therefore let 
us keep the feast." Here, then, is the appli- 
cation by an inspired Apostle. Now, be it 
remembered, the Passover was commemora- 
tive ; so is the Lord's Supper. The Passover 
was to the Jew a memorial of a great deliver- 
ance — the Lord's Supper is to the Christiaji 
a memorial of a greater. The Passover re- 
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minded the Jew of the peculiar manner in "which 
his deliverance was effected — by the blood of 
a lamb slain sprinkled upon the door-posts. 
The liord's Supper reminds the Christian of 
the peculiar manner in which his deliverance 
was effected — by the blood of the Lamb that 
was slain " from the foundation of the world ;" 
at the same time that he is reminded that his 
heart must be sprinkled with the blood of this 
Lamb. In vain the blood, the lamb, if the 
door-posts were not sprinkled. In vain the 
cross, the sacrifice, if our hearts are not 
sprinkled from an evil conscience with the 
blood of Jesus. As often, then, as we approach 
to the table of the Lord, we are reminded that 
we were bond-slaves under the galling tyranny 
of the spiritual Pharaoh, — " the prince of the 
power of the air," — ^the god of this world, that 
rules in the hearts of the children of disobedi- 
ence, — ^his lawful captives — alienated from the 
life of God through the ignorance that was in 
us, because of the blindness of our hearts — 
under the condemning power of God's holy 
law, which denounces its curse against ** every 
one that continueth not in all things that are 
written in the book of the law to do them " — all 
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our lifetime subject to bondage through fear 
of death — ^having no hope, and without God in 
the world. 

But the eternal Son of God, He became the 
Son of man ; bone of our bone, and flesh of 
our flesh ; He became " a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief;" and thus " tasted death 
for every man. " And to the end that we should 
alway remember the exceeding great love of our 
Master and only Saviour, Jesus Christ, thus 
dying for us, He hath instituted and ordained 
these holy mysteries. As often, then, as I ap- 
proach to this the table of the Lord, I dwell in 
thought upon all the mysterious scenes of his 
sorrows, which the mind of man can never fiilly 
comprehend. I contemplate the agonies of his 
soul in that awful night in which He was be- 
trayed. Tis night ! The disciples sleep for 
sorrow, but Gethsemane witnesses the agonies 
of the Lord; — I listen to the voice of his 
earnest supplication ; I behold him bathed in 
sweat — great drops of blood bursting from his 
sacred person. Oh, how solemn! yet how 
simple the ordinance ! Here the sorrows of the 
Saviour are made to pass before me ; — the 
cross, and the bloody crown of thorns that 
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lacerated his sacred brow — the cry of agony 
wrung from his soul, " My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me ? '* Oh, 

Did ere such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown ?" 

Surely, the contemplation of all this, brought 
before us in the solemn ordinance which He 
himself instituted, on the very night in which 
he was betrayed, is eminently calculated to 
awake within the soul feelings of the deepest 
moment. Christ is thus " evidently set forth 
crucified amongst us.'* What was the effect 
of this spectacle on nature? Were not the 
heavens wrapped in blackness? was not the 
veil of the temple rent in twain from the 
top to the bottom ? did not the earth quake ? 
were not the hard rocks rent? and were 
not the still realms of death disordered? 
and shall man alone remain unmoved at the 
spectacle? No! the serious and prayerful 
contemplation of this subject in the solemn 
ordinance of the Lord's Supper is eminently 
calculated to cast a hallowing influence over 
the whole feelings of the soul. Thus we see 
that the Supper of the Lord was designed to 
be to us " for a memorial " — " This do in re- 

o 
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membrance of me." It is a commemorative 
rite — a kind of Christian remembrancer. And 
is not this view of the subject put forward pro- 
minently by our own beloved Church ? Does 
she not in her Communion Service invite " all 
such as be religiously and devoutly disposed, 
to partake of the most comfortable Sacrament 
of the Body and Blood of Christ, to be by them 
received in remembrance of his meritorious 
cross and passion ? " And again, in the ad- 
ministration of the elements, does she not, 
through the mouth of her minister, thus ad- 
dress each communicant, — ** Take and eat this, 
in remembrance that Christ died for thee; 
drink this, in remembrance that Christ's blood 
was shed for thee, and be thankful ? " How 
simple in this respect the ordinance! Yet, 
oh ! how solemn the train of feeling and of 
thought which it is thus calculated to awake 
within the soul! 

But we pass on to observe, that as the ordi- 
nance of the Lord's Supper is a commemora- 
tive, so it is also a declarative and instructive, 
ordinance. It is declarative; " for as often as 
we eat this bread and drink this cup, we do 
shew the Lord's death till he come." (1 Cor. 
xi. 26.) We do thus, by the silent and speech- 
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less eloquence of this significant action, call 
upon all around us to the consideration of his 
death ; and shew forth, as in a glass, an affect- 
ing picture of the sufferings of our Saviour. 
We shew His death, the manner and the 
nature of His death ; — that " He was wounded 
for our transgressions, and hruised for our 
iniquities ; that the Lord laid upon Him the 
iniquities of us all." We shew our faith in 
His death; our full affiance and dependence 
upon the merits of His sacrifice ; that we he- 
lieve that " by His one oblation of Himself once 
offered, He made a full, perfect, and sufficient 
oblation and satisfaction for the sins of the 
whole world.*' We thus become witnesses for 
Jesus ; and, as though Christ did beseech the 
world by us, we expostulate with them. " Is 
it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? Behold, 
and see if there be any sorrow like unto my 
sorrow, which is done unto me, wherewith the 
Lord hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce 
anger." It is an instructive ordinance, for the 
very simple fact of its existence among us 
forms a chain of evidence which connects the 
religion of our day with that of the Apostles 
in the days of our Saviour; and being a matter 
of fact, it can easily be traced back by the 
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light of history, through all the dark ages of 
intervening centuries, to the very days of our 
Lord, "the author of our faith." It is an 
instructive rite ; for the " bread'' instructs me 
that the bread that Christ will give is His 
flesh, " which He will give for the life of the 
world," — that "bread which came down from 
heaven:" and that, as natural life must be sup- 
ported by natural bread, so spiritual life must 
be supported by this spiritual and heavenly 
bread. The bread broken, reminds me that He 
was wounded and bruised. The bread taken, 
reminds me that the bread given by Christ 
will not profit, unless it is taken by us, — taken 
with the hand of faith. And the bread eaten, 
instructs me that I must feed on him in my 
heart by faith with thanksgiving. And so the 
wine, poured out and drunk, instructs me in a 
similar manner, that " whoso eateth His flesh, 
and drinketh His blood, hath eternal life ; and 
that He will raise him up at the last day." 

Thus far, then, we have been enabled, I 
trust, to see, that the solemn ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper is a commemorative ordinance ; 
the design of which is to remind me of His 
death and my deliverance through that death : 
a declarative ordinance, by the which I am 
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enabled, as in a glass, to shew, or hold forth 
to the world, an affecting picture of the death 
and sufferings of my Master, its manner and 
its nature : and an instructive ordinance, by 
the which I am, as by word and deed, in- 
structed in the peculiar verities of our most 
holy Mth. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE NATURE AND DESIGN OF THE LORD'S 
SUPPER. 

The Lord's Supper considered as an Ordinance for 
feeding the soul, strengthening the faith, kindling 
the love, and animating the hope, of Believers ; 
and thus uniting them more closely with Christ 
the head, and Believers the members, of his Church 
— This shewn to be the view of the Church of 
England — Also a kind of Typical Ordinance. 

And now we proceed to consider the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper in another, and 
that too a most important, point of view. 

We proceed to shew that the Lord's Supper 
is not merely " an outward and visible sign of 
an inward and spiritual grace," but also that it 
is " a means whereby we receive grace, and a 
pledge to assure us thereof." A means whereby 
our union with Christ, the head and husband 
of his Church, is cemented, and our com- 
munion with our fellow Christians, the mem- 
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bers of His mystical body, is promoted. A 
means whereby we spiritiially eat the flesh of 
Christ, and drink His blood, and feed upon 
Him in our hearts by faith witjj thanksgiving ; 
whereby faith, hope, and charity (or love) 
towards God and man, and all the graces that 
adorn the Christian character, are promoted, 
strengthened, and encouraged. 

But here, before we proceed further, we are 
anxious to guard against a possible misappre- 
hension, by distinctly stating that we look upon 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, not as a 
depository, but as a means of grace. It is, as 
defined in the Catechism of our Church, " an 
outward and visible sign of an inward and spi- 
ritual grace, given unto us, ordained by Christ 
himself, as a means whereby we receive the same, 
and a pledge to assure us thereof," " Sacra- 
ments" (says the "judicious Hooker,"* in his 
" Ecclesiastical Polity "), " Sacraments are ne- 
cessary, and the manner of their necessity to 
life supernatural is not in all respects as food 
unto natural life, because they contain in 
themselves no vital force of efficacy ; they are 
not physical but moral instruments of salva- 

* Fol. ed. book v. p. 273. 
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tion; duties of service and worship, which, 
unless we perform as the Author of grace re- 
quireth, they are unprofitable : for all receive 
not the grace ^f God which receive the Sa- 
craments of his grace. Sacraments serve as 
the instruments of God to that end and pur- 
pose — moral instruments — the use whereof is 
in our own hands, the effect in his: for the 
use, we have his express commandment ; for 
the effect, his conditional promise : so that, 
without our obedience to the one, there is of 
the other no apparent assurance." 

But while, upon the one hand, we would not 
unduly elevate the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper into a position which Scripture never 
intended it to occupy, and which the Church 
herself declines for it, far be it from us, upon 
the other hand, to lead you to look upon this 
solemn ordinance as a mere matter of me- 
morial, the design of which is merely to stir 
up the pure minds of Christians by way of 
remembrance: it performs, indeed, for him, 
when duly received, this most important office ; 
but it does not stop here : No ; it would lead 
him on to a higher degree of perfection. It 
is a blessed means of grace, whereby union 
with Christ, the head and the husband of His 
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Church, and communion with the memhers of 
His mystical hody, is cemented and promoted. 

Now, in entering upon this hranch of the 
suhject, it will hardly he needful that I re- 
mind you that Scripture every where leads us 
to helieve that there is a union, — close, in- 
timate, and endearing, — suhsisting hetween 
Christ and his Church, and the members in 
particular. This union is stated, implied, and 
illustrated ; and various are the figures which 
Scripture makes use of to shew us the reality 
of this endearingly intimate, but mysterious, 
union. Christ is called the head; we, the 
members. Christ the vine ; we, the branches. 
Christ the husband, who loved the Church and 
gave Himself for it ; and we, the Lamb's wife, 
the spouse whom He loved, " that He might pre- 
sent her to Himself a glorious Church, without 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing." " This," ex- 
claims the Apostle, after speaking of the union, 
** is a great mystery : but I speak concerning 
Christ and His Church " — a union so intimate 
that the life of the members depends entirely 
upon the life of the head : " Because He liveth, 
we live also." " Our life is hid with Christ in 
God." True; but the Christian is called to 
the active exercise of this life, amid the scenes 
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and the sorrows, the trials and the tempta- 
tions, of the cold and uncongenial atmosphere 
of this present world : it is to him a spiritual 
wilderness, in which there is no food to sustain 
and to support his spiritual life; but it has 
graciously pleased the great Head of the Church 
to open to him " rivers in high places, and 
fountains in the midst of the valleys." There 
is a fountain opened for sin and uncleanness ; 
Christ Himself is that fountain, and " except 
we eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink 
His blood, we have no life in us ;" but, then, 
we must draw from this fountain through the 
means of those streams that make glad the 
city of God, one of the largest and deepest of 
which is the sacred ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper. It is the privilege of the faithful 
communicant, with a true, penitent heart, and 
lively faith, to draw near to this ordinance, 
and thus to refresh himself when he is weary ; 
to draw out of the fulness that is in Christ 
" grace for grace," — spiritually to eat the flesh 
of Christ, and drink His blood. Christ is 
really and truly present in this ordinance — 
present, be jit observed, not in a bodily, but in 
a spiritual sense — present, not to vision, but 
to faith — present, not to the wicked, but to 




THE lord's supper. 



28 



the faitMil communicant. ** The wicked, and 
such as be void of a lively faith " (saith the 
Twenty-ninth Article of our Church), " although 
they do carnally and visibly press with their 
teeth the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of 
Christ, yet in no wise are they partakers of 
Christ ; but rather, to their condemnation, do 
eat and drink the sign or Sacrament of so great 
a thing." But if, with a true, penitent heart, 
and lively faith, we receive that holy Sacra- 
ment, then we spiritually eat the .flesh of 
Christ and drink His blood ; we dwell in Christ 
and Christ in us ; we are one with Christ and 
Christ is one with us : for thus it is written, 
" The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not 
the commimion of the blood of Christ? the 
bread which we break, is it not the commimion 
of the body of Christ?" (1 Cor. x. 16.) Well, 
therefore, may the true and faithful commimi- 
cant join in the prayer of our Communion 
Service : " Grant us, gracious Lord, so to eat 
the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to 
drink His blood, that our sinful bodies may be 
made clean by His body, and our souls washed 
through His most precious blood, and that we 
may evermore dwell in Him and He in us." 
And well may he, after he has been made a 
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partaker of these holy mysteries, join in that 
ascription of praise, "Almighty and ever- 
living God, we most heartily thank thee, for 
that thou dost vouchsafe to feed us, who have 
duly received these holy mysteries, with the 
spiritual food of the most precious body 
and blood of thy Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ." 

Thus we see that our life, which is "hid with 
Christ in God," but which we are called upon 
to exercise in the cold and exhausting atmo- 
sphere of this present world, receives in this, 
the sacred ordinance of the Lord's Supper, 
new supplies of grace and of spiritual food, 
suited to the nature of its spiritual capacities 
and wants. We wish you not for a moment to 
look upon the Lord's Supper as the only means 
of grace which Christ hath instituted. Far 
otherwise, indeed ; but this we say, that it is 
a most important means, which no Christian 
can neglect without injury to his own soul. 

But if you ask from us a further ex- 
planation as to the manner and the nature of 
this spiritual union betwixt Christ and His 
Church ; if you demand from us an explana- 
tion as to how it is that we are thus " mem- 
bers of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones," 
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though we can point you to the means and 
the instrument by which this imion is efifected 
and promoted, yet, with regard to spiritual 
union itself, we can only say, in the language 
of the Apostle, "This is a great mystery." 
Or if, again, when we tell you that this 
spiritual life is nourished by spiritually feed- 
ing, in the ordinance of the Lord's Supper, 
upon the body and blood of Christ ; if you 
then exclaim with Nicodemus, "How can 
these things be ?" we can only say again, that 
we undertake not fiiUy to fathom or explain 
the mysterious operations of that eternal Spirit 
of God, which, in and through this sacred or- 
dinance, worketh in the hearts of his people 
"as he listeth." But sure am I, that the 
humble- minded and fEdthful communicant, 
who, in the use of this sacred means, hath 
"tasted that the Lord is grsicious," will, in- 
stead of scrutinising and prying too deeply 
into the operations of the Eternal Spirit of 
God, who worketh in the hearts of his people 
as mysteriously as the wind that bloweth, 
sure am I, I say, that the humble and faithful 
communicant will prize the ordinance, value 
its blessings, and " feed therein on Christ in 
bis heart by Mth with thanksgiving." 

D 
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Beware, oh, beware, in spiritual matters, of 
disputing instead of believing ! 

Thus we see spiritual life requires spiritual 
food ; this spiritual food is afforded in the 
sacred ordinance of the Lord's Supper. Is it 
not, therefore, a blessed means of sustaining 
and promoting the life of the believer, which 
is hid with Christ in God ? 

But we advance to shew that, not only is 
there in this sacred ordinance food to sus- 
tain the life of the believer, but also f-ml 
to fan and to kindle the holy affections of 
his soul, and therefore to draw him within the 
sphere of a more intimate and endearing imion 
with Christ his glorious head. Now we must 
here observe, that faith is the means which 
connects the believer with Christ: "The life," 
saith the Apostle, " that I now live in the flesh, 
I live by the faith of the Son of God." Faith, 
then, is the silver cord which binds together 
Christ, the glorious head and husband of his 
Church, with that Church whom He loved and 
for whom He gave Himself. But this faith is 
not a mere cold, speculative assent of the head 
to the truth of our religion, such as devils may 
possess while they tremble ; no, it is a matter 
of the heart — " with the heart man believeth 
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unto righteousness " — which stands in close 
and intimate connexion with the other kin- 
dred affections of the soul, — hope and charity 
(or love) ; so much so, that if faith he without 
them " it profiteth nothing," and the more 
hope and love are animated and kindled, so 
much the more a great deal will it he found 
that faith itself is nerved, increased, and 
strengthened. Now, we want to shew that 
there is a something in the ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper which is eminently calculated 
to kindle the love, to increase the faith, and 
to animate the hope, of the believer ; and if 
we can shew this, you will then understand 
how it is that the Lord's Supper is a blessed 
means of cementing the union that exists be- 
twixt Christ and his Church by strengthening 
faith, the bond of that union, and by kindling 
and animating those other graces of love and 
of hope, which may be called the handmaids 
or the twin-sisters of faith. 

Now, let us begin with faith, — faith toward 
God. Faith is that which gives substance 
to things hoped for, evidence to things not 
seen ; faith is the arm by the which the 
spouse, as she cometh up from the wilder- 
ness, leaneth upon her Beloved, — the hand 
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by which the believer grasps and lays hold 
upon the finished work of Jesus, and clings 
to his cross. Without faith no union with 
Jesus ; " without faith it is impossible to 
please God ; without faith there can be no 
love, no hope : there may, indeed, be a fear of 
his wrath, a dread of his vengeance, and a 
consequent shrinking away from his presence ; 
but, assuredly, without faith there will be no 
love ; but wherever there is true faith it will 
be accompanied and followed by love, as it will 
be preceded and accompanied by repentance. 

But faith is a thing that groweth : ** Lord, 
increase our faith." And amongst all the 
means and ordinances which the Lord hath 
instituted for the increase of our faith, perhaps 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, when duly 
received, is the most effectual. The Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper prepares the way 
for the increase of our faith, by deepening our 
humiliation and repentance ; for there it is 
that we obtain the most appalling manifest- 
ations of God's hatred of sin, " that He spared 
not his beloved Son," when He stood in the 
room of sinners, but gave to the sword of jus- 
tice its commission, — " Awake, O sword, against 
my Shepherd, and against the man that is my 
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fellow, saith the Lord of hosts : smite the 
Shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered." 
(Zechariah, xiii. 7.) 

Oh, surely the serious and frequent con- 
templation of this, in the ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper, is eminently calculated to 
deepen our humiliation and repentance, by 
presenting sin before us as " exceeding sinful," 
and thus to prepare the way for the exercise 
of faith ; for the same ordinance which pre- 
sents us with the terrors of God against sin, 
points to the provision of God for the pardon 
of sin : and thus we are invited to *' draw near 
with faith." We come, it may be, with trem- 
bling, like the woman in the Gospel ; we sit 
behind him at his feet weeping : but here it is 
that the Saviour meets us in the accents of 
encouragement, — " Son (or daughter), thy sins 
be forgiven thee : thy faith (though weak) hath 
saved thee : " my work is perfect, my sacrifice 
sufficient. Here it is that he presents us ^sith 
the pledges of his love, by the which he doth 
" assure us of his favour and goodness ; " and 
if there be still any lingering unbelief in the 
heart, as to whether His love and work reach 
to the depths of my case, surely it will give 
way when I am thus addressed : " The body of 
D 2 
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our Lord Jesus Christ, whicli was given for 
thee,'' For thee ! " Lord, I helieve ; help thou 
mine unbelief ! " 

Nor is this all ; faith is strengthened by- 
exercise ; for as the arm of the human body is 
nerved, braced, and strengthened by frequent 
exercise, so faith — ^the arm that grasps and 
lays hold upon the finished work of Jesus — 
is increased and strengthened to active ex- 
ercise. Now, in the Supper of the Lord, we 
have a field for the calling forth the principle 
of faith into action ; for here it is that we 
renew again the vows of our baptismal cove- 
nant ; here it is that the Christian soldier, after 
having endured many a hard-fought conflict, 
passes again in review beneath the banners 
of the great Captain of his salvation, and takes 
again the oath of his allegiance (for the word 
sacrament means oath); here it is that the 
spiritual spouse renews again to her glorious 
husband her vows of constancy and of love ; 
here we present ourselves unto Him, soul, 
body, and spirit, as a reasonable, holy, and 
lively sacrifice, and offer up our sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving ; and yet, withal, we 
are taught to do it in a spirit so humble, con- 
fessing that we are not worthy, through our 
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manifold sins, to offer unto Him any sacrifiee, 
that, by thus exercising ourselves in the Lord 
our God, we may expect that the faith of every 
one of us will " grow exceedingly." 

And as repentance prepares the way for the 
exercise of faith, so faith makes ready a way for 
the outgoings of love. Now let us look at love ; 
let us consider how it is the Lord's Supper is 
calculated to kindle our love. But love, love 
to God in the heart of man, whence came it ? 
who hath planted it ? how is it that a flower of 
so fair a growth, of so heavenly a fragrance, is 
found to bloom upon the desert soil of man's 
earthly heart? We answer, " This hath God 
done it is the planting of the Lord ! " We 
love him because he first loved us." All man's 
love on earth to God in heaven is but the re- 
sponsive echo to the voice of God's love to 
man : it is, in the language of Archbishop 
Leighton, but the " repercussion of the beams 
of God's love to us for " we love Him be- 
cause He first loved us." And the more we 
are enabled to discover and to dwell upon the 
manifestations of God's love to us, the more it 
will be found that the affections of our hearts 
are drawn forth in the exercise of holy love to- 
ward God. Now, " God is love ;" and the 
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manifestations of God's love are richly strewn 
around us, in all the wonders of creation, the 
■ways of providence, and the daily blessings 
of His bounty. And all this has, or ought to 
have, a direct influence in winning the love of 
man's heart to God. And yet it does not pro- 
duce this eflfect. And why is this ? Is there 
not a cause ? The cause is simple ; it is this, 
— ^because, while we there behold manifesta- 
tions of God's love, we at the same time feel 
that " He is a God of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity and therefore, under the conscious 
pressure of impardoned sin, we shrink back 
from the presence of our God. But when we 
turn to the contemplation of that still brighter 
manifestation of God's love to us in redemp- 
tion's finished work, and behold Him then as a 
God of boundless love, we view Him at the 
same time as a God " that pardoneth iniquity, 
and passes by the transgressions of the remnant 
of His heritage." While, therefore, God com- 
mendeth His love toward us in sending His 
only-begotten Son into the world to die for 
us," He removes at the same time every hin- 
drance to the outgoings of our love to Him ; 
He removes the dread of His wrath : so that, 
instead of endeavouring to hide ourselves from 
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the presence of the Lord God, under the 
conscious fear of guilt, we are enabled to ap- 
proach to Him as to our reconciled Father, 
and, -with childlike confidence, with filial af- 
fection, to cry out, " Abba, Father !" But when, 
with a true, penitent heart, and lively fedth, 
we approach to the solemn and sacred or- 
dinance of the Lord's Supper, we there 
behold, as in a glass, the most stupendous 
manifestations of His love. Christ is thus 
** evidently set forth crucified among us we 
behold, as it were. His body broken, and His 
blood shed ; the most affecting emblems of His 
dying love, — a love which passeth knowledge, 
which brought Him from the bright realms of 
glory to the dark scenes of earth, to become 
for us " a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief," — a love, the breadth, the length, the 
depth, the height of which we can never fully 
comprehend, — a love which rivets the ad- 
miring gaze, and wakes the enraptured song, of 
those bright cherubs of bliss that surround the 
throne of God ; which shall form the endless 
theme of the adoring praise of " the spirits of 
just men made perfect." All this is brought 
before us in the solenm and affecting ordinance 
of the Lord's Supper; and, oh! shall it not 
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wake within us feelings of love to Him who 
thus " first loved us ? " for surely 

Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands our heart, our life, our all." 

Thus we see how that the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, when duly received, is 
eminently calculated to increase our faith, to 
kindle our love. And here we might pro- 
ceed to shew how it is calculated in a simi- 
lar manner to animate the hope of the he- 
liever ; hut we forhear : enough, quite enough, 
we trust, has heen already advanced to illus- 
trate this branch of our subject. Indeed, if 
faith be increased, love kindled, in the use 
of this sabred ordinance, surely there is here 
a safe foundation upon which to build a well- 
grounded hope for eternity ; besides that, when 
we thus " eat of His bread and drink of His 
wine," we are led forward in the anticipations 
of hope to the approaching period when we 
shall be privileged to sit down at the Marriage 
Supper of the Lamb, and drink the new wine 
with Him in the kingdom of God. 

Christian reader, connect these considera- 
tions with the fact, that the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper is a means whereby the Spuit of 



THE lord's suppeb. 35 

God doth work in us, allaying our fears, remov- 
ing our doubts, enlightening our minds, sanctify- 
ing our souls, filling us with all joy and peeice in 
believing, by taking of the things of Christ and 
shewing them unto us, drawing us with the cords 
of love, and sealing us with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, — ^the earnest of our inheritance, until 
the redemption of the purchased possession. 
Connect all this with the consideration, that in 
this holy ordinance our souls are fed, repent- 
ance deepened, faith increased, love kindled, 
and hope animated ; and say, oh, say, is not 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, when duly 
received, a happy, holy means, of cementing 
that spiritually endearing, but, withal, myste- 
rious union, that exists between Christ, the 
glorious head, and the believing members 
of his Church, the spouse whom He loved? 
Oh, surely, they that thus "wait, upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles, they shall 
run and not be weary, they shall walk and not 
faint." 

But we observed, that not only is this 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper a means of 
cementing the union that exists betwixt Christ 
and his Church, but, also, that it is a means of 
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promoting and cementing that union and com- 
munion of kind, Christian fellowship, and of 
love, which binds together the members of the 
mystical hody of Jesus. And oh, if it shall he 
found to produce an eflfect so happy, how hlessed, 
how glorious the ordinance ! For alas, alas ! 
where is the gentle, heavenly spirit of Christian 
love which, in the first early days of pure Chris- 
tianity, adorned and heautified the helieving 
Church of Christ? when "the multitude of 
them that believed were of one heart and of 
one soul;" and surrounding heathen were 
forced in admiring wonder to exclaim, " See 
how these Christians love one another ! " But, 
alas ! " how is the fine gold become dim ! " how 
is the light of heavenly love obscured and 
darkened by the clouds and mists of man, that 
now seem to settle down upon the horizon of our 
day ! Enmity and strife, ambition and discord, 
now divide the multitude ; heresy and schism 
seem like grievous wolves, to have entered in 
among us, not sparing the flock, fleecing the 
old, devouring the young: meanwhile, the 
jarring discords of man, the clamours of party, 
and the strife of tongues, seem to have banished 
from amongst us, save in some favoured, hal- 
lowed spots, the gentle, heavenly spirit of 



Digitized by 



THE LOBD's supper. 



37 



Christian love. From the noisy platform of 
earth she seems for the most part to have 
flitted, and upon the pinions of love to have 
winged her way upward to the throne of that 
glorious God who is " love." And yet, love — 
love to God and love to man,— yes, love to the 
brethren, is a necessary ingredient in the cha- 
racter of every one who would be a true dis- 
ciple of Him who is the Prince of Peace ; for, 
in the plain and striking language of the dis- 
ciple whom Jesus loved, " If a man say I 
love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar. " 
And again, "We know that we have passed 
from death imto life, because we love the 
brethren." Profitless and vain are all acquire- 
ments if the gentle spirit of Christian Charity, 
or love, grace them not with her presence : for 
" though I speak with the tongues of men, 
and of angels, and have not charity [charity here 
means love], I am become as sounding brass or 
a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the 
gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, 
and all knowledge; and though I have all 
faith, so that I could remove mountains, and 
have not charity, I am nothing. And though I 
bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and 
though I give my body to be burned, and have 

E 
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not charity, it profiteth me nothing." But 
"where or how shall we best cultivate and che- 
rish this spirit of Christian love, that binds to- 
gether the members of the mystical body of 
Jesus, and cements the living stones in that 
glorious temple of which Jesus Himself is the 
foundation stone ? I answer. The means are 
manifold; but amongst them stands conspicuous 
the sacred ordinance of the Lord's Supper : 
for here it is, that, beholding the most stu- 
pendous manifestations of God's love to us, 
we are led to feel that " if God so loved us, 
we ought also to love one another." Here it 
is that, meekly kneeling upon our knees to- 
gether around the table of the Lord, we pour 
forth our united confessions, and mingle our 
voices together in the accents of prayer and of 
praise. Here it is that we acknowledge " one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through 
all, and in us all ; " and that we, being many, 
are one bread, and one body: for we are all 
partakers of that one bread." (1 Cor. x. 17.) 
Here it is that we are led to anticipate that 
happy period when the strife of party shall 
cease, when " the wolf shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the 
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kid," and the reign of the Prince of Peace 
shall spread like a sea of glory from pole to 
pole. Here it is that we may expect the largest 
outpourings of that " unction from on high," 
to still and to calm the troubled waters of 
strife. Oh, holy, blessed ordinance, that shall 
produce an effect so happy! "Behold, how 
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity ! It is like the precious 
ointment upon the head, that ran down upon 
the beard, even Aaron's beard : that went down 
to the skirts of his garments ; as the dew of 
Hermon, and aa the dew that descended upon 
the moimtains of Zion: for there the Lord 
commanded the blessing, even life for ever- 
more." (Ps. cxxxiii.) Thus, I trust that we 
have been led to see that the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper is a blessed means of promoting 
that union and communion of Christian fellow- 
ship, and of love that binds together under 
one glorious Head the believing members of 
the mystical body of Jesus. 

And now, let us look to the conclusion of 
the whole matter. How long is this ordinance 
to be continued ? We have the answer to this 
question given us by the Apostle Paul, in the 
eleventh chapter of his First Epistle to the 
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Oorintluaiis, and d6th verse ; and the answer 
is this : " Till He come." But may we not 
humbly ask, "Why till He come?" We an- 
swer, "Till He come," who is the sum and 
substance of all that is shadowed forth to us in 
this sacred ordinance, — till He, the "Sun of 
righteousness, arise with healing in His wings 
for as the stars which God hath " set in the fir- 
mament of the heaven to give light upon the 
earth," and to be " for signs, and for seasons^ and 
for days and years," — as the stars of night are 
chased away, and disappear before the rising 
beams of the morning sun, so when He, the Sun 
of righteousness, shall arise upon His Church, 
in all the splendour of His glory, then we shall 
no longer need the dim light of means and of 
ordinances. " The sun shall no more be (then) 
thy light by day ; neither for brightness shall 
the moon give light unto thee : but the Lord 
shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and 
thy God, thy glory." " Till He come," the 
glorious husband of His Church, to address His 
beloved spouse in those cheering strains: " Rise 
up, my love, my fair one, and come away ; for 
lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone'; 
the flowers appear on the earth; the time 
of the singing of birds is come, and the voice 
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of the turtle is heard in our land.'* " Till He 
come for then we shall no longer need the 
use of an ordinance which is commemorative in 
its nature : for " we shall see Him as He is," he- 
hold Him face to face, and be transformed into 
His blessed image from glory to glory, even as 
by the Spirit of the Lord." " Till He come 
for then we shall no longer need the use of a 
declarative ordinance: for we shall not have 
need to teach every man his brother, saying, 
** Know thou the Lord," for all shall know 
Him from the least to the greatest, and 
the reign of the Prince of Peace shall be 
from the flood, even unto the world's end. 
** Till He come ;" for then we shall no longer 
need the use of an instructive ordinance : for 
we shall be kings and priests unto our God, 
and shall reign with Him for ever and ever." 
" Till He come ;" for then we shall no longer 
need the use of an ordinance, the design of 
which is to unite tis more closely to Jesus by 
feeding our souls: ** for we shall hunger no 
more, neither thirst any more ; the Lamb which 
is in the midst of the throne shall feed us, and 
shall lead us unto living fountains of waters, 
and God shall wipe away all tears from our 
eyes." "Till He come;" for then we shall 
E 2 
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no longer need the use of an ordinance to 
strengthen our faiths kindle our love, or ani- 
mate our hope : for then faith shall he lost in 
vision, hope shall set in the reality of ever- 
lasting enjoyment, and love itself shall have 
her perfect work. As one united, glorious 
family, needing no helps to devotion, no in- 
centives to the love of God or of each other, 
"we shall walk in His light, we shall live in 
His love, shall hask heneath the sunshine of 
the smile of an everlasting Father ; and from 
our golden harps shall strike forth one united 
song of adoring, ceaseless praise to God and 
the Lamb, for ever and ever. Oh, happy, 
glorious period ! Meanwhile, happy are they 
that wait upon the Lord in the use of this 
sacred ordinance — ^an ordinance which points 
us back to the first, and points forward to 
the second, coming of Jesus; which reminds 
us of the sufferings of Christ, but leads us to 
contemplate the glory that should follow, — 
an ordinance which, like the Passover itself, 
is at once commemorative and typical, point- 
ing us back to our deliverance effected by 
the first coming and the sufferings of Jesus ; 
leading us forward to the contemplation of 
the full enjoyment of our redemption, at 
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the second and glorious coming of Emmanuel. 
Oh, glorious ordinance ! Blessed are they that 
wait upon the Lord in the faithful use of it ! 
For here it is that, mth the heloved John on the 
Lord's Day, we obtain visions of things that are, 
and of things that shall be hereafter. Here 
it is that, with the disciples, we are permitted 
to stand, as it were, upon the Mount of 
Transfiguration ; and while we thus become, 
as it were, " eye-witnesses of His majesty," 
we listen to the converse that speaks of 
His decease which He hath accomplished at 
Jerusalem. Here it is that, with Moses, we 
stand upon the top of Moimt Pisgah, and ob- 
tain a view of the goodly land, gaze upon its 
green plains and everlasting hills, and are led 
to look for His kingdom and His coming. 

And yet here is that presenting ourselves, 
soul, body, and spirit, " as a reasonable, holy, 
and lively sacrifice" unto God, and receiving 
from Him the pledges of His dying love, by 
the which He doth assure us of His favour, we 
are enabled to feel and to reason with the wife 
of Manoah, " If the Lord were pleased to kill 
us. He would not have received a burnt offer- 
ing and a meat offering at our hands ; neither 
would He have shewed us all these things, nor 
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"would He as at this time have told us such 
things as these." (Judges, xiii. 23.) Thus, 
while we look and hope for the enjoyment of 
heaven, our hopes are fixed upon the one, full, 
and perfect sacrifice of Jesus ; and the light 
that breaks upon the soul from heaven is 
blended with shadows that fall upon us from 
Calvary. Here the cross is connected with 
the crown — ^the sufferings of Jesus, with the 
glory that shall follow ; and we, His believing 
people, are led forward in the anticipations of 
blessed hope to realise His kingdom ^and His 
coming, knowing that when Christ, who is 
our life, shall appear, then shall we also appear 
with Him in glory." 

Thus have we endeavoured to open up to 
your minds the nature and the design of this 
Christian ordinance. 

" Now, of the things which we have spoken 
this is the sum." We have here an ordinance 
which is commemorative, declarative, and in- 
structive in its nature — ^an ordinance, the design 
of which is to feed our souls, to strengthen our 
faith, to kindle our love, to animate our hope ; 
and thus to imite us more closely to Christ and 
to each other ; at the same time that it is a kind 
of typical ordinance that points to His coming. 
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and shadows forth the blessings of His king- 
dom. Christian reader, how solemn, how 
sacred the ordinance, how blessed the privi- 
lege, to wait upon the Lord in the use of it ! 
How gracious the invitation of Jesus ! 

And now we turn to the consideration of the 
invitation itself, and the obligations we are 
under to accept of it. This must form the 
subject of the following chapter. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE DUTY AND PRIVILEGE OF A FREQUENT 
COMMUNION. 

Frequency of Communions in the early Church — 
Dr. Cave — Calvin — For whom is this Ordinance 
intended ? — The duty of a frequent Communion 
shewn from the words of Christ, the Command of 
a King, the dying Eequest of a Friend, the Counsel 
of a Prophet and Priest, and also from the nature 
of the Ordinance itself. 

" This do in remembrance of me." Here, 
then, is the gracious invitation sent forth by 
the divine Saviour to all His believing people, 
to come and " eat of His bread, and drink of 
His wine." The royal banquet is provided,' 
the table is spread, Jesus is seated, and here 
is the proclamation of love sent forth to all 
the " children of the heavenly king," to come 
in and " feed upon Him in their hearts by 
£Edth with thanksgiving." 
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How gracious the inyitation ! how high, 
how blessed the privilege, thus to be per- 
mitted to sit down at the table of the Lord, 
and partake of that banquet which He hath 
provided for us at the cost of " His agony and 
bloody sweat, His precious death and burial ! " 
Alas, then, that we should have at all to press 
that in the light of an obligation which is, in 
truth, the highest and the dearest privilege of 
the children of God! The parent has not 
thus to press upon the attention of his child 
the necessity of partaking of the provisions 
which he lays before him ; or if he has, it is 
only because he is not in the enjoyment of his 
wonted health: it is because his appetite is 
gone : so, is it not because men do not ** hunger 
and thirst after righteousness," that they so 
often disregard the invitations of Jesus, or 
turn away from the table which He hath spread? 
It was not so in the first early days of pure 
Christianity; the Church of Christ had not 
then forgotten the ardour of her first love to 
her Saviour; and whenever believers came 
together they commemorated the dying love 
of Jesus in this, His own ordinance, by the 
" breaking of bread." Yes, " they continued 
steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fel- 
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lowship, and in breaking of bread and pray- 
ers." "For the persons communicating at this 
Sac)*ament," Bays Dr. Cave, in his " Primi- 
tive Christianity," " at first the whole Church, 
or body of Christians within such a space that 
had embraced the doctrine of the Gospel, and 
been baptized into the faith of Christ, used con- 
stantly to meet together at the Lord's Table." 
And again, "At first, when the spirit of Christ- 
ianity was yet warm and vigorous, and the 
hearts of men passionately inflamed with the 
love of Christ, it is more than probable they 
communicated every day, or as oft as they 
came together for public worship; insomuch 
that the Canons Apostolical, and the synod of 
Antioch, threaten every one of the faithful with 
excommunication who came to church to hear 
the Holy Scriptures, but stayed not to parti- 
cipate of the Lord's Supper. This custom of 
receiving the Sacrament every day continued 
some considerable time in the Church, though 
in some places longer than others, especially 
in the Western Churches. " " We ought always 
to provide," says Calvin, " that no meeting of 
the Church is held without the word, prayer, 
the dispensation of the Supper, and alms." We 
may gather from Paul that this was the order 
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of the Corinthians ; and it is certain that this 
was the practice many ages after : hence, by 
the ancient canons, which are Attributed to 
Anacletus and Calextus, " after the consecration 
was made, all were to commimicate who did 
not wish to be without the pale of the Church." 
Such, then, was the spirit in which the Church 
of Christ in early days received the invitation 
of her Lord, and such the ardour with which 
they were accustomed to commemorate the 
dying love of the Saviour ; communions as 
frequent as the days of their public worship, 
and all accustomed to come forward to the 
table of the Lord, save those who were of 
under age, or who had been excommunicated 
for their offences, "As for those," says Dr. 
Cave, " who could not be present, either through 
distance of place, sickness, or any other just 
cause, the Eucharist was wont to be sent home 
to them." But, alas ! looking at the state of 
things at the present day, may we not ask, 

" Where is the blessedness she knew, 
"When first she saw the Lord?" 

How has the spirit of apathy and indifference 
crept over the members of the Church of Christ, 
chilling the ardour of their affection, and draw- 
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ing them ofif from the constant commemoration 
of His dying love ? The table of the Lord is 
spread, but the invitation, *' Draw near vdth 
faith," is but the summons for the multitude to 
retire in unbelief : thus practically excommuni- 
cating themselves, declaring in deed, if not in 
word, "We will not have this man to reign over 
us;" turning their backs upon their Lord, re- 
jecting His invitation, and pouring their cold 
contempt upon the most solemn and sacred or- 
dinance of our most holy faith, procured for us 
at the price of the precious blood of Jesus. Oh, 
I cannot persuade myself but that, if men will 
consider this, it vdll, with the aid of the Divine 
blessing, awaken vdthin them a better spirit, 
and stir them up to a more constant com- 
munion. 

Come, then, let us consider the ii^unction 
of our Saviour, " This do in remembrance of 
me ;" " Drink ye all of this. " But here, before 
we proceed further, let us inquire. To whom 
were these words addressed ? for whom is this 
ordinance intended? We answer, It is in- 
tended for the disciples, for the true disciples 
of Jesus, and for none but them; for true 
Christians alone. Indeed, the very nature of 
the ordinance itself will prove that it is de- 




A FREQUENT COMMUNION. 



51 



signed for those alone who know the Lord by 
faith ; for it is a commemorative ordinance, — we 
are to do this in remevnhrance of Jesus. But 
how shall the wicked remember Him, whom 
they never knew ? They know not God. It is 
an ordinance, the design of which is to feed our 
souls, increase our faith, and kindle our love ; 
but how shall the souls of those who are " dead 
in trespasses and sins " be fed ? or how shall 
fjEiith be increased or love animated when they 
do not exist ? No, to such we would say, It is 
quite in vain you come to the table of the 
Lord, if you will not come to the Lord Him- 
self; you cannot be a partaker of its benefits : 
nay, rather, you eat and drink your own con- 
demnation ; you kindle God's wrath, and pro- 
voke Him to plague you with divers diseases 
and sundry kinds of death. No, we would call 
upon you to repent you truly of your former 
sins, to amend your lives, and to flee to Jesus 
Himself from the wrath to come. Oh, we 
could tell you of tribulation, and anguish, and 
fiery indignation, — the portion of all that 
forget God : we could point you to the coming 
judgment of Jehovah, and thunder in your 
ears the terrors of Sinai ; but we rather seek 
to win and woo you by the love of Jesus. 
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" Christ died for the ungodly ; and God com- 
mendeth His love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us : " " He 
willeth not the death of a sinner," but calls 
upon you, ** Let the wicked forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let 
him return unto the Lord, and He will have 
mercy upon him ; and to our God, and He will 
abundantly pardon.*' It is said that Jesus sat 
down with the twelve." True it is there was 
amongst them a Judas, one who was a traitor, a 
thief, and a devil : but, oh, surely, if we consider 
his subsequent conduct and his awfiil end, there 
is no encouragement here for the wicked to 
come : nay, rather, it stands forth upon record 
as the most awfiil warning that they presume 
not to approach to this holy table. " If any 
of you, therefore," says the Exhortation in our 
Communion Service, "be a blasphemer of 
God, an hinderer or slanderer of His word, an 
adulterer, or be in malice or envy, or in any 
other grievous crime, repent you of your sins, 
or else come not to -that holy table ; lest, after 
the taking of that holy Sacrament, the devil 
enter into you, as he entered into Judas, and 
fill you full of all iniquities, and bring you to 
destruction both of body and soul." But to 
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all that truly and earnestly repent them of 
their sins — to all that are endeavouring to 
follow the Saviour, even though it may be like 
Peter, "afar oflF," — to all Aat are fighting 
against sin, even though the heavy hands may 
hang down and the feeble knees may tremble 
— to all such as possess faith in Christ, even 
though it may be weak and wavering — to all 
such we would say, ** To you is the word of His 
salvation sent." " This do " draw near with 
faith, and take this holy Sacrament to your com- 
fort ; and make your humble confession to Al- 
mighty God, meekly kneeling upon your knees. " 

In this spirit, then, having fixed upon the 
persons to whom the words of Jesus are ad- 
dressed, let us consider the words themselves, — 
"This do." And here we have, in the first 
place, a plain and positive command, which 
there is no evading ; the command, too, of 
Him who is a King, of King Jesus, — of Him 
who is King of kings and Lord of lords ; for 
" upon His head are many crowns," and " of 
His kingdom there shall be no end." 

Acknowledge we then the royal character 
of Jesus ? Profess we to submit ourselves to 
the authority of the King of Zion? 

Yes, I trust we acknowledge Him to be Lord 
f2 
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and God, and that we are ready to exclaim, in 
the language of Nathaniel, " Rabbi, thou art 
the Son of God, thou art the King of Israel ; " 
then give ear to the words of Israel's King, 
** Ye are my friends when you do whatsoever 
I command you and this I command, " this 
do." How plain, how positive, the command! 
And, oh, how solemn the circumstances under 
which it was delivered! On the very night 
in which He was betrayed, — in the hour of His 
deepest humiliation and sorrow, when seem- 
ingly forsaken by man and neglected by God, 
He exclaimed, in the dark hour of His agony, 
" Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I 
say? Father, save me from this hour; but 
for this cause came I unto this hour. Father, 
glorify thy name." Ah ! there may be many 
who are willing to acknowledge the authority 
of a king when he sits upon the throne, sur- 
rounded by every manifestation of royalty and 
of power ; but to obey in the hour of deepest 
distress, when forsaken by all, here is the true 
test of loyalty : and of such a nature, we per- 
ceive, is the command before us. How solemn ! 
how positive ! and of a character so peculiar, 
that it is binding alone upon those who ac- 
knowledge the authority of Jesus ; and, there- 
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fore, is the surer test of their fidelity. A 
man may be honest in his dealings and sober 
in his character, but then he is bound to be 
so by the laws of morality and of society, and 
it may be simply as a moral character that he 
is so, without any deference to the authority 
of Jesus. But in the command, "This do," 
Christ stands alone, morality or reason know 
nothing of it ; it is binding alone upon the con- 
science of him who acknowledges the authority 
of Christ, and therefore is the surer test of his 
obedience. " This do a command of such 
import that, when the Apostle of the Gentiles 
received afterwards his commission from heaven 
to preach the Gospel, that it was expressly made 
known to him by revelation, and inserted in 
his commission ; ** for I have received," says 
he, " of the Lord that which I also delivered 
unto you : that the Lord Jesus, the same night 
in which He was betrayed, took bread ; and when 
He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, 
* Take, eat ; this is my body, which is broken 
for you : this do in remembrance of me.' " 
Christian reader, how plain ! how positive I 
how solemn the command! how peculiar its 
nature! how weighty its import! The man, 
therefore, who lives in the habitual neglect of 
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this ordinance, lives in a continual state of 
rebellion against the plain, solemn, peculiar, 
and weighty command of Him who is the King 
of Zion. And, oh, surely, if they escaped not 
who refused the invitation to the marriage 
feast, — if they who neglected the ordinance of 
the Passover (a type of the Lord's Supper) 
incurred the heavy displeasure of God, and 
were to be cut off from Israel (Exodus, xii. 19) 
— of how much sorer punishment, suppose 
ye, shall they be thought worthy" who, by 
the habitual neglect of this ordinance, tread 
under foot the Son of God, coimt the blood of 
the covenant wherewith they were sanctified 
an imholy thing, refuse the invitations of 
Jesus, and disobey His plain and positive 
command ? 

But may we not view the words of our 
Saviour in the light of a dying request ? — ^the 
last dying request of Him who poured out His 
soul an offering for us, who died that we might 
live, and drunk for us the bitter cup of human 
sorrow to its very dregs? And, oh, surely, 
when viewed in this light, it will fall with all 
the peculiar and touching weight of a con- 
straining power upon the heart and conscience 
of all His people, redeemed by His blood, saved 
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by His power, and sanctified by His Spirit. 
For who is He who thus addresses us, " This 
do in remembrance of me?" Are not the 
words the last dying request of Him who is a 
friend indeed ? "a friend that sticketh closer 
than a brother," whose love for us passeth 
knowledge, who looked upon us in our low 
estate, who left for us the bright abodes of 
bliss to become ** a man of sorrows and ac- 
quainted with grief;" that thus He might lift 
us up from the death and the darkness of sin, 
and bring us back again to the light, the love, 
and the favour of God ? 

Oh, contemplate the wondrous manifesta- 
tion of His love for us, remember the glories of 
His eternal Godhead, and then gaze upon the 
scenes of that sorrow which for us He endured ; 
and say, shall not the words of the Saviour 
fall with constraining power upon the con- 
science of all those whose hearts have at all 
been touched with a sense of His wondrous 
love? Surely, it were an instance of the 
dfiurkest and basest ingratitude to reject the 
last dying request of Him who loved us with a 
love so strong ! A request, too, so small ; for 
here He imposes upon us no expensive outlay, 
no weighty ceremonies, no weary pilgrimages, 
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but having freed us from all the cumbrous 
rites of Jewish observances, which, as St. Peter 
says, "neither they nor their fathers were 
able to bear" (Acts, xv. 10); he merely en- 
joins upon us the easy rites of Baptism and 
His Supper. "This do:" take bread, break 
and eat ; take wine, pour out and drink ; 
and " this do in remembrance of me," — in 
remembrance of my love, my sufferings, my 
sorrows for thee. I present thee with these, 
the last pledges of my affection, the memo- 
rials of my dying love for thee ; and I ask 
thee, now that we are about to part — I ask 
thee, as my last dying request, that you will 
thus cherish, when I am gone, a recollection 
and a sense of my love, till I come again to 
" receive thee to myself, that where I am, there 
ye may be also." Oh, I may summon up 
enough of sinful hardihood to disobey His com- 
mand ; I may refuse or forget the request of a 
living friend, as the chief butler did that of 
Joseph : but oh, should I refuse or reject the 
last solemn request of my dying friend— dying, 
too, for me ? Surely here would be an amount 
of base ingratitude almost unknown in human 
affiedrs, and I might expect that death and the 
grave would start forth as -swift witnesses 
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against me ! And yet the man who lives in 
the habitual neglect of this solemn ordinance, 
not merely disobeys the plain and positive 
command of Jesus, but turns av?ay from the 
recollection of His sufferings and death, de* 
clines to accept of the pledges of His love, and 
refuses to perform that. His last dying request, 
made vdth His expiring breath on the very 
night in which He was betrayed. Oh, surely, 
whosoever shall thus be ashamed of Christ, 
and of His words, in this adulterous and sin- 
ful generation, of him also shall the Son of 
man be ashamed when He cometh in the glory 
of His Father with the holy angels." 

But we pass on to observe, that as we are 
thus bound by the command and by the dying 
request of Jesus to the commemoration of His 
love in this solemn ordinance, so are we 
equally bound by the natv/re of those things 
which we are invited to do — It is our duty to 
do as commanded ; but when we consider the 
nature of that which is commanded, we see at 
once that it is our highest privilege and hon- 
our. Our life, our happiness, our all, stand 
intimately connected with the due perform- 
ance of it. For here we are called to the 
exercise of that highest privilege which God 
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vouchsafes to His believing people upon earth ; 
here we are invited to become the guests of 
the Lord God Almighty, to sit down at His 
table, to " feed upon Him in our hearts by faith 
with thanksgiving.'* Our spiritual host is the 
King of Zion ; our food, the body and blood of 
Christ, upon which we spiritually feed; our 
fellow-guests, the " heirs of God and joint- 
heirs with Christ." Here we are invited to 
commemorate His love, to shew forth His 
death, and thus to have the peculiar honour of 
being witnesses for Jesus; here union and 
communion with Christ, our glorious Head, 
and the living members of His mystical body, 
is cemented and promoted ; we are one with 
Christ and Christ is one with us — one with 
Him by faith, one in spirit, one in love, one in 
principle, one in our spiritual desires ; here we 
have happy foretastes of coming bliss, we are 
helped forward on our journey Zionward and 
heavenward. Christ, as our king, commands 
us ; as our friend, He requests us ; and as our 
prophet. He counsels us. " He knoweth our 
frame," He considereth our weaknesses and our 
wants, and, therefore, as *our king and priest. 
He hath provided a banquet which He knoweth 
to be needful for us ; and as our prophet, He 
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counsels us to come, declaring at the same 
time that " except we eat the flesh of the Son 
of man, and drink His blood, we have no 
life in us ;" so that thus, whether we look to 
the command and the request of Christ, or 
to the interest and well-being of our own 
immortal souls, we are equally bound to come. 
The man, therefore, who Ktos in the habitual 
neglect of this ordinance turns a deaf ear to 
the command of Christ, braves His anger, 
rejects the dying request of his Saviour, de- 
spises this highest honour, procured for him 
at a price so dear, pours contempt upon all 
its blessings ; in fine, and in fact, he dis- 
honours God and cheats his own soul. 

My Christian reader, consider these then, 
ponder over them in a spirit of prayer ; for 
** whoso is wise will consider these things, and 
they shall imderstand the loving-kindness of 
the Lord." 

Thus have I endeavoured to shew that it 
is at once our privilege and duty to approach 
to the table of the Lord ; so that, in feet, 
if we have any reverence for the authority, 
any dread of the displeasure of Jesus, we 
must come; if we are at all influenced by 
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His love, or respect His dying request, we shall 
come ; and if we have any regard for the in- 
terest and well-being of our own souls, we 
shall deem it our highest privilege and hon- 
our to be permitted to come. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE SPIRIT IN WHICH WE SHOULD GOME TO THE 
lobd's SUPPEB. 

The importance of this inquiry shewn — Jeremy- 
Taylor quoted — ^We should come in a spirit of 
humiliation and of true repentance, with a stead- 
fast purpose to lead a godly life, a lively faith in 
God's mercy through Christ, a thankful remem- 
brance of His death, and be in charity with all men. 
— The necessity of this shewn in each case from the 
nature of the ordinance itself to which we come — 
Scruples of sincere but timid Christians considered 
— KeUlewell quoted. 

And now, let us advance to consider the 
spirit in which we should approach to this 
solemn and sacred ordinance. This is a most 
important inquiry, for the benefits, of which 
we may expect to be partakers, depend simply 
and entirely upon the spirit in which we ap- 
proach to it : nor is this all ; for as the benefits 
are great if we partake of it worthily, so is the 
danger great if we receive the same unworthily. 
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Upon this subject, Jeremy Taylor thus ex- 
presses himself: " Unless a man be a member 
of Christ, unless Christ dwell in him by a 
living fiedth, he does not eat the bread that 
came down from heaven ; they * lick the rock,' 
saith St. Cyprian, * but drink not the waters of 
its emanation;' they receive the * skin of the 
sacrament and bran of the flesh,' ssdth St. Ber- 
nard ; but it is in this divine nutriment, as it 
is in some fruits, the skin is bitterness and the 
inward juice is salutary and pleasant: the out- 
ward symbols never bring life, but they can 
bring death ; and they of whom it can be said 
' they eat no spiritual meat, but they eat the 
sign of Christ,' must also remember what old 
Simeon said in his prophecy of Christ, * He is 
a sign set for the fall of many ;' but his flesh 
and blood spiritually eaten is resurrection from 
the dead." Thus we see, that as it is the 
savour of life unto life to them that receive it 
worthily, so it may be the savour of death 
unto death to them that receive it unworthily. 
How important, then, the consideration, In 
what spirit shall we approach to this ordinance ? 
We have seen that necessity is laid upon us, 
yea, that woe is unto us if we come not ; but in 
what spirit shall we come ? 
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This do then, I would say, humbly; draw near 
in a spirit of humiliation and of true repentance, 
bewailing your manifold sins and transgres- 
sions ; come not in the haughty spirit of the 
Pharisee, but in the humble spirit of the pub- 
lican ; cry out, " God be merciful to me, a sin- 
ner." Humility is, indeed, at all times, one of 
the first of Christian graces ; " our profession is to 
follow Christ and to be made like unto Him 
and He was meek and lowly in heart. " God 
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the 
humble He dwelleth with him that is of a 
lowly and contrite spirit. When St. Austin 
was asked. What is the first of Christian 
graces? he answered, "Humility;" which the 
second ? " Humility what the third ? " Hu- 
mility." Thus, whether I look to my own state 
or safety, it is very meet, right, and my bounden 
duty, that I should at all times endeavour to 
maintain an humble, contrite, and a lowly 
spirit. Here is my safety; the storms that 
rend the mountain-ash pass over and leave in 
safety the lowly shrub that grows in the vale 
beneath. " A haughty spirit goeth before a 
fall ; and before honour is humility." But oh, 
surely, when I approach to this most solemn 
of all Christian ordinances, it is peculiarly 
g2 
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befitting that I should do so in a spirit of deep 
humiliation and of trae repentance. The 
very nature of the ordinance, when truly con- 
sidered, is eminently calculated to awaken feel- 
ings of the deepest contrition ; for there the 
sorrows of a suffering Saviour are made to 
pass before me : wounded and bruised, bathed 
in sweat, He seems, as it were^ from Gethse- 
mane's garden and Calvary's cross, to call 
upon me to consider the nature of those sins 
which draw forth sorrows so deep. Thus, while 
I contemplate the ignominies and the agonies 
of the cross, my thoughts are forcibly thrown 
back upon the state of mine own soul, there to 
contemplate and mourn over those sins which 
fixed Him to the cross ; I remember that " He 
was wounded for our transgressions, that He 
was bruised for our iniquities, that the chas- 
tisement of our peace was upon Him, and that 
with His stripes we are healed." Besides, if 
we consider the privileges to which we are 
called in this ordinance — ^to feed upon the 
body and blood of our Saviour, surely we must 
feel and confess that we are not worthy so 
much as to gather up the crumbs under His 
table. Thus, whether we look to the nature 
or to the privileges of this ordinance, surely it 
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is most becoming that, sinful and unworthy as 
we are, we should draw near in a spirit of 
true repentance and of deep humiliation. 
And is it not in this spirit that we are taught 
and encouraged by our Church to approach? 
In answer to the question of her Catechism, 
" What is required of them who come to the 
Lord's Supper?" the answer is, "To examine 
themselves, whether they repent them truly of 
their former sins." Thus, repentance is the 
first thing she insists upon. And again, in 
her Communion Service, she invites those that 
** do truly and earnestly repent of their sins," to 
draw near in faith. And then the communi- 
cant, meekly kneeling on his knees, makes the 
following confession to Almighty God : — " Al- 
mighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Maker of all things, Judge of all men ; we ac- 
knowledge and bewail our manifold sins and 
wickedness, which we from time to time most 
grievously have committed, by thought, word, 
and deed, against thy Divine Majesty, provoking 
most justly thy wrath and indignation against 
us. We do earnestly repent, and are heartily 
Bony for these our misdoings; the remem- 
brance of them is grievous unto us ; the burden 
of them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us. 
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Imve mercy upon us, most merciful Father." 
And again, " We do not presume to come to 
this thy table, O merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in thy manifold 
and great mercies. We are not worthy so much 
as to gather up the crumbs under thy table." 
And again, " We confess that we are not worthy 
through our manifold sins to offer unto God any 
sacrifice." Thus we see that we should approach 
to the table of the Lord in a spirit of humility 
and of true repentance. 

But this repentance must be accompanied 
with an earnest desire and a steadfast purpose, 
through God's grace, to amend our ways and to 
lead a new life, " steadfastly purposing, "says our 
Church Catechism, "to lead a new life that is, 
of course, a life in conformity to the will and 
word of God. How proper it is that we should 
come in this spirit to the table of the Lord, may 
be seen by a consideration of the nature of the 
ordinance itself ; for is it not a sacrament? And 
what means the word sacrament, but oath? 
For there it is that we renew «^ain the oaths of 
our allegiance to Christ our King ; there it is 
that we renew again the vows of our baptismal 
covenant, and solemnly engage again that we 
will fight manfully imder the banners of His 
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cross "against sin, the world, and the devil." 
And accordingly we proceed in the Commu- 
nion Service, in the most solemn manner, to 
" offer and present unto the Lord ourselves, 
our souls, and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, 
and lively sacrifice unto Him," confessing our 
unworthiness, but beseeching Him at the same 
time to " accept this our bounden duty and ser- 
vice." How awful is all this, if it be accompanied 
with no sincere desire, no steadfast purpose of 
the heart, to amend the life ! 

But as all our own resolutions and endea- 
vours, unless formed in an humble dependence 
upon the preventing grace and sustaining 
power of God, are nothing worth, so must we 
draw near to His Sacrament in the exercise of 
a lively faith. " Without faith, indeed, it is 
impossible to please God :" without feith there 
is, there can be, no access to God. Christ 
Himself is " the way ;" no man can come unto 
the Father but by Him ; but it is faith alone 
that imites us to Him, and enables us to ap- 
proach through Him to God. Christ Himself 
has been beautifully described as " the glorious 
arch that spans the mighty gulf fixed between 
God and man : His twofold nature forms the 
two foundations, the unity of His person the 
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keystone of the arch : the one foundation rests 
on earth, for He is man ; the other foundation 
rests heside the throne of God, for He is God." 
It is necessary, then, to everlasting salvation, 
that we rightly helieve the incarnation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ; and the right faith is, that 
we helieve and confess that our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, is God and man: if 
He be not God, He were too low for us to reach 
the Father by Him ; if He be not man. He 
were too high for us to climb by Him to God. 

Thus our faith must have Christ Himself 
and His glorious finished work for its object : 
we must believe that He, as God and man in 
one Christ, hath offered unto God a sacrifice 
which is " a full, perfect, and sufl&cient obla- 
tion and satisfiBU^tion, for the sins of the whole 
world ;" and our dependence must be simply 
and solely upon His finished work. So that 
our faith must have Christ and His work for its 
object, the truth and promises of God for its 
support, salvation in connexion with God's 
glory for its end ; and it must be in its nature 
a lively faith, far different from that dead faith 
which devils may possess, — a lively faith, which 
unites us to Christ, who is our life. So that 
if we have not this faith we are not in a state 
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of acceptance with Grod ; we are not in a state 
of justification ; for " we are justified by faith," 
saith the Apostle ; and, ** Works done before 
the grace of Christ, and the inspiration of His 
Spirit," saith the Thirteenth Article of our 
Church, " are not pleasant to God, forasmuch 
as they spring not of faith in Jesus Christ ; 
yea rather, for that they are not done as God 
hath willed and commanded them to be done, 
we doubt not but they have the nature of 
sin." Now bear this in mind, and you will 
easily perceive why faith must be a necessary 
qualification to the right receiving of the Sup- 
per of the Lord : for, in the first place, we are 
not worthy to come at all, but in and through 
the merits of our Lord Jesus Christ ; but if we 
have no fedth in Him, then we are unworthy, 
unbidden, unwelcome guests. 

Then look again at the nature of the ordi- 
nance. In the first place, it is a spiritual 
feast — ^we feed upon the body and blood of 
Christ; but they are taken, are received, by 
the faithful alone. We feed upon Him in our 
hearts by faith; but if we have no faith, then 
we may eat the elements to our condemnation, 
but we are not partakers of the spiritual feast. 
Then again, we renew our baptismal vow, to 
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fight " against sin, the world, and the devil but 
it is mere presumption to promise to do so in 
our own strength, if we have no faith in Him 
who is the strength of our salvation. For 
this is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith." Then, again, we oflfer our sa- 
crifice of praise and thanksgiving, and present 
our bodies and souls a living sacrifice to God ; 
but, forasmuch as this sacrifice is not of faith, 
it is not well-pleasing to God ; and the Lord 
will regard it as He did the faithless offering of 
Cain, — He will not have respect unto it. 

So that thus, if we would come in an ac- 
ceptable spirit, we must come in the spirit of 
faith. Come, then, " be not faithless, but be- 
lieving believing the record of God's pardon- 
ing mercy through Christ ; fully believing the 
promises of God made to us in this Sacrament, 
fully expecting to realise the presence and the 
blessing of God ; come in this spirit, " not faith- 
less, but believing not doubting, but trusting. 
" Having therefore," may we not say with the 
Apostle, " having therefore, brethren, boldness 
to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
by a new and living way, which He hath conse- 
crated for us through the veil, that is to say. 
His flesh ; and having a high-priest over the 
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house of God, let us draw near with a true 
heart, in full assurance of faith, having our 
« hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and 
our hodies washed with pure water." Thus 
must we draw near in faith. 

But to our faith we must add a thankful 
rememhrance of the death of Christ. One of 
the first and great objects of the Sacrament is 
to assist us to remember Christ, His suffer- 
ings. His death, His love : " This do in re- 
memhrance of me." But, oh, surely, it be- 
cometh well the just to be thankful, when 
they call to mind and remember the suf- 
ferings and death of Him who died that we 
might live ! The death of Christ ! it is the 
most wondrous manifestation of God's love to 
a guilty world that ever the universe beheld I 
" In this was manifested the love of God toward 
us, because that God sent His only-begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live through 
Him !" Herein we see that " God is love." Oh, 
I may meditate upon all the wonders of God*s 
creative power and goodness ; I may walk in 
thought amid the glories of creation, " the moon 
and the stars which thou, O God, hast or- 
dained;" I may contemplate my own person, 
" fearfully and wonderfully made," and dwell 

a 
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upon the varied manifestations of His provi- 
dential care over me ; the hlessings of His 
bounty, and the protection of His power ; how » 
" in him I live and move, and have my 
being," and well-being; how earth, and air, 
and sea, and all nature around, contribute 
to my happiness, and combine to declare 
that " God is love :" but when I turn to 
the yet more wondrous display of God's love 
in redemption's finished work upon Calvary's 
cross, oh, I behold there a breadth, a length, 
and a depth, which passeth knowledge ; here 
** Imagination's utmost stretch 
In wonder dies away !" 

A love which wakes the song of men and 
angels in heaven and earth ; and which, 
if proclaimed and proffered in its dark and 
everlasting dungeons, would cause all hell 
to resound with new songs of praise ! The 
death of Christ ! it proclaims the most won- 
drous deliverance to a guilty world ; liberty to 
the captive, pardon to the guilty, salvation to 
the lost, sight to the blind, life to the dead, — 
" Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled.'* 

It summons up and presents before me the 
dark array of mine own sins, and discovers 
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the feaxfulness of my guilt ; and while I thus 
stand enveloped in the cloud, there bursts 
through it bright beams of God's love, scatter- 
ing as a cloud my transgressions, and inviting 
me, a guilty rebel, to become an heir of God 
and a joint-heir with Christ, rolling back the 
everlasting doors of heaven, and inviting me to 
enter into this glorious paradise of God ! Oh, 
the death of Christ ! the love it displays — ^the 
blessings it secures ! Now all this is brought 
before us in the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per. " This do in remembrance of me ;" and 
" As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this 
cup, ye do shew forth the Lord's death till He 
come." 

Surely, then, we should approach this ordi- 
nance with a thankful remembrance of His 
death ? As often, then, as the table of the Lord 
is spread, meditate upon these things — His 
death, His sufferings, His passion ; the blessings 
that are thereby secured to you ; how you, who 
were alienated from the life of God, are thus 
brought into a state of reconciliation, made a 
child of God, an heir of Christ, and an inhe- 
ritor of the kingdom of heaven. Meditate upon 
this wondrous display of God's love, extended 
to you at the cost of the death of His Son ; 
meditate, I say, upon these things, till the 
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natural enmity of the heart is subdued. And 
while you are thus musing, the fire of sacred 
love will kindle, and at the last you will speak 
with your tongue, and feel and say in the 
strains of our Communion Service, — "Above all 
things ye must give most humble and hearty 
thanks to God, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, for the redemption of the world 
by the death and passion of our Saviour Christ, 
both God and man ; who did humble Himself, 
even to the death upon the cross, for us, miser- 
able sinners, who lay in darkness and the 
shadow of death ; that He might make us the 
children of God, and exalt us to everlasting 
life." " Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, we laud 
and magnify thy glorious name; evermore 
praising thee, and saying. Holy, holy, holy. 
Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are 
full of thy glory : Gloiy be to thee, O Lord 
Most High." 

But, lastly, we must come forward to the 
table of the Lord in a spirit of charity and 
of love toward our fellow-creatures and our 
fellow-Christians. " By this," says our blessed 
Lord, " shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another." 
When our blessed Lord was asked, " Which is 
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the great commandment in the law?" He an- 
swered, ** Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like imto 
it ; Thou shalt love thy neighhour as thyself. 
On these two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets." (Matt. xxii. 39.) 

" Love," saith the Apostle Paul, " worketh 
no ill to his neighhour ; therefore love is the 
fulfilling of the law :" and again he exhorts us 
to " forbear, and to forgive one another, 
even as God, for Christ's sake, hath forgiven 
us." And the Apostle John declares, that if 
we have no love to our brother we have no 
love to God ; so that, if we are at all animated 
by any spirit of love toward God, we shall be 
also animated by a spirit of love toward man. 
But surely, as it is thus necessary that we 
should at all times be animated by a spirit of 
love toward our neighbour, so there is a pecu- 
liar necessity when we draw near to the table 
of the Lord that we should be in charity with 
all men. For let us look to the nature of the 
ordinance : it is not merely a sacrament ; it is 
not merely the Supper of the Lord, in which 
we feed upon His body and blood ; it is not 
h2 
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only an ordinance in which we commemorate 
His forgiving love, and are thus excited to for- 
give each other, " as God, for Christ's sake, has 
forgiven us but it is also a communion — a 
communion of saints^ in which we meet together 
as one Christian family, at one table, and being 
many, are partakers of one bread : a communion, 
in which we thus pledge ourselves to renewed 
fellowship and friendship one with another : a 
communion, one of the great objects of which 
is, not only to unite us more closely with Christ 
our head; but to unite us more closely with our 
fellow-Christians. And in this view it was re- 
garded by the early Christians. 

The historian Pliny says of them, in his 
letters to the Emperor Trajan, — "They as- 
semble early in the morning, and sing an 
hymn to Christ as God, and then bind them- 
selves mutually in their sacrament, which is a 
sacred oath, not to join in committing any 
wickedness, but religiously to keep off from 
the same ; and to be no thieves, adulterers, nor 
injurious, nor false, and perfidious persons ; and 
having done those things, and given these assur- 
ances of mutual honesty and kindnesses to each 
other, they depart home, and meet again at a 
promiscuous and friendly treat, where they in- 
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nocently feast together. " This * * friendly treat " 
was what the New Testament calls their " feasts 
of charity " (Jude, verse 12), which was different 
from the Sacrament itself, hut was generally 
held at the same time ; a feast in which the 
rich and lihe poor all met together as Christ- 
ians at one common tahle, and where they 
thus cherished and renewed their feelings and 
their vows of fellowship, friendship, and of 
Christian love toward each other ; and were in 
the hahit of closing the whole hy embracing 
each other, according to the exhortation of the 
Apostle Paul, — " Greet ye one another with an 
holy kiss ; " or to that of the Apostle Peter, 
" with a kiss of charity.'* So that thus, from 
-the very nature of the ordinance itself, which 
is a C(mmunion, in which we pledge ourselves 
to renewed love with each other, we see that 
it is necessary that we should draw near in a 
spirit of charity and love toward our fellow- 
creatures and our fellow- Christians. 

But, again, we have the express command of 
Scripture, ** If thou bring thy gift to the altar," 
says our blessed Lord, " and there rememberest 
that thy brother hath aught against thee, leave 
there thy gift before the altar, and go thy 
way : first be reconciled to thy brother, and 
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then come and offer thy gift." (Matt. v. 23.) 
*' Let us keep the feast," says the Apostle 
Paul, " not with the old leaven, neither with 
the leaven of malice and wickedness, hut with 
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth." 
And he sharply rebukes the Church at Corinth, 
because, says he, " When ye come together in 
the church I hear that there be divisions 
among you, and I partly believe it." So that 
thus we must come in a spirit of charity or 
love. " Let all bitterness, and wrath, and 
anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be 
put away from you," and draw near in the 
exercise of love ; forgiving one another, " as 
God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you." 
But, oh, let it be a love not in word, 
but in deed — a love which will manifest 
itself in all the acts of Christian kindness and 
of sympathy toward our suffering and our 
poorer brethren, " distributing to the necessity 
of saints." How zealous our Church is that 
this love shall be manifested in acts of Christ- 
tian charity, may be seen from the fact that she 
is careful upon the occasion of the celebration 
of the Lord's Supper to afford an opportimity 
to " remember the poor," exhorting her mem- 
bers to the same by the reading of select pas- 
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sages of Scripture ; and then, after the alms 
have been placed upon the holy table, we are 
taught to join in the following prayer, — " Al- 
mighty and overliving God, who by thy holy 
Apostle hast taught us to make prayers, and 
supplications, and to give thanks for all men ; 
we humbly beseech thee most mercifully to ac- 
cept our alms and oblations, and to receive these 
our prayers, which we offer unto thy Divine 
Majesty ; beseeching thee to inspire continu- 
ally the universal Church with the spirit of 
truth, unity, and concord : and grant that all 
they that do confess thy holy name may agree 
in the truth of thy holy word, and live in 
unity and godly love." Draw near, then. 
Christian reader ; draw near in the exercise of 
love, and " be in charity with all men." 

Thus have I endeavoured to point out and 
to illustrate the spirit in which we should meet 
around the table of the Lord. We must come 
in the spirit of true repentance, with a stead- 
fast purpose to lead a life in conformity with 
the will and word of God ; we must have a 
lively faith in God's mercy through Christ, a 
thankful remembrance of His death, and " be in 
charity with all men." And as all this is set 
before us in our Church Catechism, so it is 
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pressed upon our attention in the following in- 
vitation of our Communion Service, — " Ye 
that do truly and earnestly repent you of your 
sins, and are in love and charity with your 
neighbours, and intend to lead a new life, fol- 
lowing the commandments of God, and walk- 
ing from henceforth in His holy ways, draw 
near with faith, and take this holy sacrament 
to your comfort ; and make your humble con- 
fession to Almighty God, meekly kneeling 
upon your knees." Let us draw near, then, 
in this spirit, so shall we be meet partakers of 
these holy mysteries. 

But here I can well conceive an humble- 
minded and a sincere Christian, after reading 
this part of our subject, turning away with the 
feeling upon the mind, — " Well, if all this be 
required to constitute me a worthy communi- 
cant, I feel that, perhaps, I had better, for the 
most part, absent myself for the future from 
the table of my Lord ; for, in truth, I do not 
at all times when the table is spread experi- 
ence that depth of feeling which you appear 
to have described as characteristic of a worthy 
communicant: shall I not, therefore, upon 
such occasions, absent myself?" I answer. 
No — by no means. Let us pause for a mo- 
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ment. We wish not to "break the bruised 
reed, nor quench the smoking flax" — we wish 
not to discourage any sincere Christian, how- 
ever weak his graces, from approaching to this 
sacred ordinance. But come, let us for a mo- 
ment reason together ; for consider, we have 
not, after all, insisted upon more than will be 
found at all times in the character of every 
true Christian : for surely every Christian man 
does repent him truly of his sins, is living 
by the faith of the Son of God, and is en- 
deavouring to manifest that he is a child of 
God by keeping His commandments, which 
are love to God and man ? Nay, we have not 
insisted upon more than is necessarily re- 
quired in every one who would approach to 
God in an acceptable manner, through the 
means of prayer and of praise : for surely we 
must come confessing our sins, with an humble 
reliance upon the merits of Him who is the " one 
Mediator between God and man," and asking 
to be forgiven as we forgive others. " For if 
we, from our hearts," says Christ, "forgive 
not every one his brother their trespasses, 
neither will our heavenly Father forgive us." 
So that what will constitute us acceptable wor- 
shippers, through the means of prayer, will 
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also fit US to approach in an acceptable man- 
ner to the table of the Lord. 

But here it will be replied, — "True, the 
same graces are required for acceptable prayer ; 
but then they are required in a much greater 
degree when we approach to the table of the 
Lord." To which I reply, Not necessarily so ; 
it is, indeed, most desirable, when we approach 
to this solemn ordinance, that our repentance 
should be more deep, our fjEiith more lively, 
and our love more ardent: it is most desir- 
able, because the ordinance is more solemn in 
its nature, more affecting scenes of suffering 
and of love are brought before us : still it is 
not necessary that they should be so in order 
to constitute us worthy and acceptable commu- 
nicants. Upon this subject, Kettlewell, in his 
"Treatise upon the Holy Sacrament," thus 
expresses himself: — 

" Although," says he, " this be commendable 
and much to be desired in us, yet it is not 
necessary, or indispensably required of us, but 
that we may communicate worthily when it is 
otherwise ; for if we have these tempers in 
stick a degree as is necessary to our eternal 
happiness, we have so much of them as will 
render us worthy and welcome guests at this. 
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as well as at every other, ordinance of Christ ; 
and this is plain from hence, hecanse when we 
have them in a saving degree, which would 
procure our acceptance in other parts of God*s 
service, they fit us for commimion of Christ 
and of glorified saints in heaven, and so can- 
not leave us unworthy to communicate with 
Him and them here on earth. Whether these 
virtues he at the pitch of the strong or only of 
the weak in faith, we are accepted of Him since 
He accepts hoth ; and when once He accepts 
us, we may approach to Him in any place." 
*' And this," he proceeds, " as we have great 
cause to helieve, the ancients thought, hecause 
they made it not an extraordinary separate 
thing, as we do now, hut an ordinary and con- 
stant part of the Christian worship. It went 
usually along with the other parts of the ser- 
vice, and they who came to prayers, came also 
to the hlessed Sacrament; the same prepara- 
tions, and the same persons heing admitted to 
hoth." " And thus we see," he proceeds again, 
" however commendahle it may he that people 
should come to this holy Sacrament with 
more intense acts and higher preparation than 
would serve to any other parts of worship, yet 
that it is not necessary they should do so; 

I 
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they may be welcome and worthy partakers in 
this ordinance, who are worthy to partake in 
others, so that they are fit for it who are fit 
for any other religious service : the same vir- 
tues and the same degrees may suffice thereto." 

I trust, then, that what I have here said will 
be quite sufficient to remove any scruples from 
the mind of timid, but sincere Christians, 
whose faith may be weak, or who arc not 
enabled to realise the graces of repentance, 
faith, or love, in a greater degree when the 
table is spread, than upon more ordinary occa- 
sions. We say it is very dedrahle that they 
should ; still, it is not necessary, in order that 
they should be acceptable communicants. We 
wish not by this to encourage any to approach 
in an improper spirit, or in a careless manner ; 
or yet that they should conceive low views of 
this sacred ordinance : we merely wish to en- 
courage the sincere, but timid Christian, who 
might otherwise be discouraged, and who stands 
in peculiar need of this ordinance, to deepen 
his repentance, strengthen his feith, and kindle 
his love. Nor yet do we wish to dissuade 
others from going on to a higher degree of per- 
fection ; for assuredly, for the most part, the 
benefits of which we may expect to be par- 
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takers, "will be in proportion to the depth of 
our repentance, the strength of our faith, or 
the ardour of our love. So then, I would say 
(which may be quite enough to silence all 
scruples), he that cometh with faith, though 
weak, and in the ordinary exercise of Christian 
graces, " doeth well." He that cometh in a 
more elevated strain of piety (which is enough 
to encourage us to go forward), " doeth better." 

But do you ask me to gather within the limits 
of a single sentence what may qualify one 
for communicating in an acceptable manner? 
Then I would say, Come with repentance and 
faith ; but oh, let it be a true repentance, a 
repentance which will lead you to hate and to 
forsake sin: let it be a faithful dependence 
upon the merits and work of Jesus Christ, 
for righteousness and for salvation; let it be a 
lively faith, which worketh by love, and over- 
comes the world. Draw near in this spirit, 
" as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing "as having 
nothing" in yourself, "yetpossessing all things," 
through Christ. Draw near, " bending beneath 
the two-fold load of your own sins and your 
Saviour's love ;" weeping "between the porch 
and the altar," under a sense of your manifold 
sins and transgressions ; and yet " rejoicing in 
hope of the glory of God" as you contemplate 
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the finished work of Jesus. And here, per- 
haps, I may he permitted, hj the aid of a sim- 
ple illustration, to impress this upon the mind : 
we shall select our illustration from the history 
of the Jews, the ancient people of God. They 
were carried away on account of their sins to 
Bahylon ; meanwhile, their temple, which was 
the glory of all lands, lay in ruins : at length, 
however, at the proclamation of Cyrus, they 
are permitted to return to rebuild their tem- 
ple. And now the foundation is laid : " And 
when the builders laid the foundation of the 
temple of the Lord, the priests and the Le- 
vites (Ezra iii. 11,) sang together by course in 
praising and giving thanks unto the Lord ; be- 
cause He is good, for His mercy endureth for 
. ever toward Israel. And all the people shouted 
with a great shout when they praised the Lord, 
because the foundation of the house of the 
Lord was laid. But many of the priests and 
Levites and chief of the fathers, who were 
ancient men, that had seen the first house, 
when the foundation of this house was laid 
before their eyes, wept with a loud voice ; and 
many shouted aloud for joy." And thus, in 
one and the same assembly, and upon one and 
the same occasion, was heard the noise of the 
shouting of joy and the noise of the weeping 
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of the people. The old men wept for son-ow 
as they looked back upon the past, the young 
men shouted for joy as they contemplated the 
prospect of their future temple. And so it is 
■with the sorrow of the old and the joy of the 
young men, that we should draw near to this 
ordinance, weeping over our past transgres- 
sions, and yet joying in God through Christ, 
with the tear of penitential sorrow in the eye, 
and yet with the light of holy faith and of joy 
beaming in the countenance ; troubled (like 
Mary the mother of Jesus, when the angel 
appeared to her) at the thought of our sins ; 
and yet, with her, exclaiming, " My soul doth 
magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced 
in God my Saviour:" weeping like another 
Mary at the feet of Jesus, under a sense of 
our guilt, and yet with her kissing His feet and 
anointing them with ointment, under a feeling 
of grateful love for His pardoning mercy. 

O my Christian reader, let us draw near in 
this spirit to the table of the Lord, with true 
repentance, and with an humble, living, lov- 
ing faith in God's mercy through Christ; so 
shall we be meet partakers of these holy 
mysteries. 

I 2 
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CHAPTER V. 

OBJECTIONS AND EXCUSES CONSIDERED AND 
ANSWERED. 

The Neglect of this Ordinance— Whence it proceeds 
—Not from any Indifference upon the part of our 
Church — This shewn — The real Cause of this 
Neglect shewn — Various Ohjections and Excuses 
considered and answered — An earnest Expostu- 
lation addressed to Halters. 

But now we must come down for a little 
from the contemplation of the lofty and sacred 
theme which has hitherto engaged our atten- 
tion, to meet the prejudices, to answer the oh- 
jections, or remove the difi&culties which stand 
in the way of those who are in the hahit of 
ahsenting themselves from this sacred ordi- 
nance. Too weak to believe, too timid to trust, 
too ignorant to imderstand, or yet too wicked to 
value its blessings, when the table is spread, 
and the invitation is sent forth, many with one 
consent begin to make excuse: and while 
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numbers throng the courts of the house of the 
Lord, join in a spirit of devotion in the sacred 
services of our Church, and listen with interest 
to the word as preached, few, — alas, how few ! — 
are found to come up to ofifer unto God their 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, in the use 
of this holy Eucharist. Now, why is this ? It 
is not because they do not, in word at least, 
acknowledge the authority of J esus ; it is not be- 
cause His command is not plain or His invitation 
pressing ; it is not because our Church is not 
zealous to press upon the attention of her mem- 
bers the invitation of her Saviour: she hath 
prepared two exhortations, one to be read upon 
ordinary occasions, the other " in case the minis- 
ter shall see the people negligent to come to 
the holy Communion in which he thus pro- 
ceeds, — " I bid you all that are here present, 
and beseech you, for the Lord Jesus Christ's 
sake, that ye will not refuse to come thereto, 
being so lovingly called and bidden by God 
Himself." And again, " I, for my part, shall be 
ready; and, according to mine office, I bid 
you in the name of God, I call upon you in 
Christ's behalf, I exhort you, as ye love your 
own salvation, that ye will be partakers of this 
holy Communion. And as the Son of God did 
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vouchsafe to yield up His soul by death upon 
the cross for your salvation, so it is your duty 
to receive the Communion in remembrance of 
the sacrifice of His death, as He Himself hath 
commanded." And thus is it in language so 
pressing, and by arguments so powerful, that 
she urges upon the attention of her children 
the command and the invitation of her Lord. 
Why, then, may we not reasonably ask, why is 
it that many — that so many — ^who throng for- 
ward to the courts of God's house, are foimd, in 
sinful disobedience to His command, to turn 
away from the table which He hath spread ? 

The secret cause I believe to be this, that 
while many are willing to go certain lengths 
in the service of God, they are not prepared to 
offer to Him the whole sacrifice and service of 
the heart. They are willing with Herod to hear 
of Christ, do many things, and hear gladly ; 
but, oh, with him they have at the same time 
some secret sin which they cherish in their 
hearts, from which they are imwilling to be 
divorced. With the young man in the Gospel, 
they are ready to cry out, as regards the whole 
code of morality, — All these things have I 
kept from my youth up : what lack J yet ?" but, 
oh, when Christ makes the demand, " My son, 



Digitized by Google 



CONSIDERED AND ANSWERED. 93 



give me thine heart," then with him they are 
found to go away sorrowM: they are unwil- 
ling to join in that service, in which they pre- 
sent themselves, soul and hody, as a holy and 
lively sacrifice, unto God. No, they will do 
much, but this they will not, they cannot, do ; 
almost, but not altogether, persuaded to msike 
a full and entire surrender of themselves, in 
heart and soul, as Christians to God. Hence 
the table is spread, and many who have thus 
far followed Christ are now found, with the 
disciples of old, to go back, and walk no 
more with Him. Meanwhile they fortify them- 
selves with certain excuses, by the which they 
strengthen themselves in their continued acts 
of disobedience ; they erect a barrier of diffi- 
culties and of doubts, behind which they re- 
main safely entrenched: they plead certain 
excuses, by which they satisfy (it may be) their 
own consciences, but, oh, which will not satisfy 
God : they plead, for the most part, their sins 
as their excuses, and thus plead their dis- 
obedience of God's command as a justification 
for their continuing to disobey this command. 
How vain, how fruitless, yea, how wicked ! 
We mean not to say, however, that there are 
not many who are sincerely desirous of de- 
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dicating themselves to the service of their 
Saviour, who may not be deterred by doubts 
and difficulties, that seem to settle down like 
a cloud upon the mind. For their sakes, 
therefore, we are willing to turn aside and 
meet them in their own quarters. Come then, 
we must go out, and follow them into the high- 
ways and the hedges, the streets and the 
lanes ; we must meet them on their own 
groimd, and " compel them to come in," that 
God's house may be filled. Difficulties must 
be met, doubts dispersed, excuses exposed ; the 
way of the Lord must be prepared, his paths 
made straight; every valley must be filled, 
every mountain and hill brought low; the 
crooked made straight, the rough places 
smooth, that all flesh may see the salvation 
of God. " Produce then your cause, bring 
forth your strong reasons," that we may see 
and know, and consider together, the excuses 
and the causes which let and hinder you in 
running with patience the full Christian course 
which is set before you. 

But here I must observe, that it is by no 
means my intention to bring forward all the 
various excuses which I might easily collect 
from books, or from other sources. No, it is 
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simply my intention to take notice of such 
leading excuses as I have practically met with 
in the course of my own parochial visiting, 
convinced as I am, that if men will hut, with 
a true and sincere heart, ponder over the 
plain and positive command of Jesus, he- 
fore it " the mountain will hecome a plain 
that if men will hut give their hearts to God, 
then the miry clay of their excuses, smitten 
down, like the image of Nebuchadnezzar, by the 
stone cut out without hands, will he broken to 
pieces, and become like the chaff of the sum- 
mer threshing-floor. No, I shall simply take 
notice of a few objections, which seem to be the 
principal ones, and I shall endeavour to treat 
them in a very plain and homely, and, I trust, 
by God*s grace, to some in a convincing manner. 

Come, then, let us enter the cottage of the 
poor man, and hear from his own lips an ac- 
count of the reasons he has to offer for absent- 
ing himself from this holy ordinance. " I trust," 
we would address him — ** I trust, my friend, 
that you are in the habit of attending uppn 
the Lord's table ?" " Well, no," the reply is, 
" I am sorry to say I am not." " Oh, I am 
sorry, indeed, for that, and I confess that I 
had expected better things from you. You 
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appear to be very regular in your attendance 
on the Sabbath-day, to be very attentive in the 
house of God, why is it, then, that you turn 
away from His table, and refuse to meet the 
Saviour in the use of this His own ordinance ?'* 
The reply is, "I really am afraid to do so — I 
am afraid to go forward." "Well, before I 
inquire about the causes of your fear, let me 
simply ask you, Are you not afraid to remain 
away?" **No; why should I?" is, for the 
most part, the reply. "I don't exactly see 
what reason I have to fear because I don't go 
forward." "The reasons, then, you have to 
fear, are these. You are living in disobe- 
dience to the plain and positive command of 
Christ your Master. You are in the con- 
stant habit of rejecting His dying request, and 
of turning away from those blessings which 
He procured for you at the price of His own 
blood, God's command was that the Jew who 
rejected the Passover should be cut off from 
Israel, and you have very little reason to ex- 
pect God's blessing while you continue in this 
state of disobedience, but much reason to fear 
His displeasure," " Oh, I confess that I never 
fully considered the matter in that light be- 
fore." " Well, you will see from this, at least, 
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that your conscience has not heen faithful ; you 
have heen taking a one-sided view of the sub- 
ject; you have been afraid to go forward in 
obedience to His command, but not afraid to 
remain away in sinful disobedience. But 
now, let me hear the reason of your fear ; why 
is it that you have been afraid to go forward 
to the Lord's table ?" " Oh, I feel that I am 
not worthy to do so." ** Well," I reply, " if 
this feeling of your unworthiness proceeds 
from an humbled sense of your many failings 
and shortcomings, then you can never cherish 
this feeling too much ; we are never safe unless 
when we feel it. We are taught to say, after 
we have done all that was commanded us, * We 
are unprofitable servants;' and it is in this 
feeling of our own unworthiness that we must 
draw near to God, in prayer, in praise, and in 
the use of every means, confessing, as we do 
in our Church Service, that *We have left 
undone what we ought to have done, and done 
what we ought not to have done ; that there is 
no health in us; and that we are miserable 
sinners.' And it is in this spirit, too, of our 
own unworthiness that we must come forward 
to the Lord's table, acknowledging and con- 
fessing, as we do in our Communion Service, 

K 
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that *we do not presume to come to God's 
table trusting in our own righteousness/ and 
that * we are not worthy so much as to gather 
up the crumbs imder His table.' So that, if 
this feeling of your own unworthiness proceeds 
from an humbled sense of your shortcomings 
and failings, it should never prevent you from 
coming to the table of the Lord. But here, 
will you allow me to ask, are you living in the 
habitual coiu^e of any known sin ?" To which 
question the reply is often a tacit confession, 
acknowledging that the case is so ; admitting, 
in fact, that this is the reason why they feel 
that they are not in a fit state to go forward, 
and then asking, "Will you have me to 
go to the Lord's table in this state?" To 
which I reply, "Do you repent you of your 
sins? are you striving against sin? and are 
you really, earnestly, desirous to be delivered 
from the power of your sins ?" Suppose the 
reply to this question be, — " I cannot truly say 
that I am ; I have never thought much on 
the subject, or, indeed, made any great ef- 
forts against my sins." " Then I tell you, 
you are not in a fit state to come to this holy 
ordinance. You can receive no benefit, but 
may receive harm ; but I tell you, at the same 
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time, that while your sins quite unfit you to 
come, they do not excuse you at all : your sins 
never can be an excuse for the neglect of 
your duty. You are guilty if you stay away, 
and you are guilty if you come : you are quite 
unfit to come to this holy ordinance, nay, 
more, you are unfit to come to any other sacred 
ordinance while you thus live in the allowed 
course of unrepented sin: you are in a very 
awful state, and if you die in this state you 
must be lost for ever. Verily, there is but a 
step betwixt thee and death ; there is but the 
breath in your nostrils between yourself and 
an eternity of woe ; you are suspended by the 
single and slender thi'ead of life over a yawn- 
ing gulf, into the which you may at any 
moment be dropped. Arise, then, why tarri- 
est thou ? Cry and caU upon God ; * repent of 
this thy wickedness, and pray to God, if, 
perhaps, the thought of thine heart may be 
forgiven thee.' Let heaven and hell, and 
time and eternity, and death and judgment, 
rouse thee from thy state of impenitent guilt. 
Call upon the Lord while He is near, flee to 
Jesus, escape for thy life, stay not in all the 
plain, break off your sins by repentance, so 
shall you then be meet to be a partaker of 
these holy mysteries. 
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But if, instead of replying that you are 
living in this impenitent state, the reply 
be, *It is true I am living, I feel, in sin, 
but I can sincerely say that I truly repent 
of my sins, and am daily striving against 
sin ; but all to very little purpose, * for when 
I would do good evil is present with me sin 
overtakes me, and I am ready to cry out, 
* O wretched man that I am ! who shall de- 
liver me from the body of this death ?' and I 
feel that in this state I cannot come to the 
table of the Lord/ I answer, if you really re- 
pent of sins, axe willing to give up your sins, 
and are daily striving against sin, then you 
are in a fit state to approach to the table of 
the Lord. Come then, draw near, be not 
afraid, and you may expect, in the use of this 
ordinance, to find that strength to enable you 
to overcome your sins which you have sought 
for to so little purpose without it. You never 
can overcome your sins in your own strength ; 
Christ is the strength of your salvation, but 
His strength must be sought for in the use of 
means, and of all means, perhaps, the ordi- 
nance of the Lord's Supper is the very one in 
which we are warranted to expect the largest 
increase of grace : for there we feed upon His 
body and blood, repentance is deepened, and 
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faith is confirmed. Be not discouraged, but 
draw near in faith, and take this holy Sacra- 
ment to your comfort. Plead not, * I am un- 
worthy take heed that there be not something 
of the leaven of the self-righteous Pharisee in 
this excuse, for how long would you absent 
yourself? — till you have made yourself wor- 
thy ? This you can never do — 

* All the fitness He reqnireth 
Is to feel your need of Him.' 

You must come, not as the Pharisee but as 
the publican ; you must come, not as a saint 
but as a sinner: 

* Not the righteous, — 
Sinners — Jesus came to call/ 

You must come confessing your unworthiness, 
and you are most worthy to come when you 
feel most deeply your own unworthiness. 
*When I am weak,' says the Apostle, * then 
am I strong for this simple reason, because 
our worthiness and our strength is alone of 
Christ; and most strong and worthy when, 
through a sense of our own weakness and un- 
worthiness, we are driven to Him." 

I trust what I have here advanced may be 
sufficient to meet the general excuse, " I am 
not worthy," which keeps back so many from 
k2 
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this sacred ordinance. You are "afraid to 
come," you plead. Then I ask you, " Are you 
not afraid to remain away ?" You feel you are 
not worthy to come ; but this is the very spirit in 
which you should come. You are living in sin ; 
then repent of and forsake your sin. This you 
are unwilling to do. Then I tell you that you 
are unfit for this, or for any other sacred ordi- 
nance, while, at the same time, your sin is no ex- 
cuse, and I leave you to decide with yourself 
what you are fit for. Oh ! hut you do truly 
repent of your sins, and strive agamst sin, but 
sin overcomes you ? Then I bid you, in God's 
name, draw near to this holy ordinance, and 
you may here find strength to enable you to 
overcome your sins. It is in obeying Christ 
that we may expect that His strength will be 
made perfect in our weakness. " Stretch forth 
thine hand, "said our blessed Saviour to the man 
with the withered hand, who, instead of stopping 
to explain that that was the very thing he was 
unable to do, at the command of Christ made 
the attempt, — "he stretched it forth," and 
while doing so, " it was restored whole like 
as the other." (Matt. xii. 13.) Stretch forth, 
then, I would say, in obedience to Christ's 
command. "This do," — stretch forth the 
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hand of faith, though withered, and, in doing 
so, you may expect to receive strength from 
Him who commands you to do so. 

2. But many axe kept hack from this holy or- 
dinance through a fear of incurring that guilt 
and those judgments which the Apostle Paul 
mentions in the eleventh chapter of his first 
Epistle to the Corinthians, as the conse- 
quences of eating and drinking unworthily. 
Now, feeling that there is some weight in this 
ohjectiott, I shall, in the first place, quote the 
passage from Scripture itself, and then I shall 
endeavour, as hriefly and plainly as possihle, to 
explain its meaning. It is to he found in the 
1 1th chapter of St. Paul's first Epistle to the Co- 
rinthians. At the 27th verse he says, " Whoso- 
ever shall eat this hread, and drink this cup of 
the Lord, unworthily, shall he guilty of the hody 
and blood of the Lord ; " and in verse 29, " He 
that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning 
the Lord's hody." Now, in order that we 
may fully understand this passage of holy 
Scripture, let us briefly consider what is the 
meaning of " eating and drinking unworthily 
what is the meaning of being " guilty of the 
body and blood of Christ;" and, especially, 
what is the meaning of that word which is 
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here translated " damnation*^ the fear of in- 
curring which has kept hack so many from the 
table of the Lord. I would observe that to 
" eat and drink unworthily " does not mean 
that we are not worthy to come; for, as I 
shewed before, we are at all times unworthy 
in ourselves to come : we confess that in our 
Communion Service, and the deeper v^e feel 
that, the better. The centurion, as recorded 
in the Gospel, confessed to Christ that he was 
not worthy ; and yet the elders of the Jews 
bare witness that "he was worthy," and Christ 
Himself said of him, " I have not found so 
great faith, no, not in Israel." So that thus 
we may come forward with a very deep feeling 
of our own unworthiness, and be in no danger 
at all of eating and drinking unworthily. 
What, then, is the meaning of eating and 
drinking imworthily ? We should look to the 
manner in which the Corinthians did so. In 
the first place, they came forward in a spirit 
of division among themselves. " I hear," he 
says, " that there be divisions among you, and I 
partly believe it." Then they came, " not 
discerning the Lord's body ;" not considering 
the nature of that holy ordinance to which 
they came. Then they came in a profane and 
carnal spirit, absolutely converting the holy 
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table of the Lord into a common and carnal 
repast, for the indulgence of their own inordi- 
nate appetites and passions ; and one was 
hungry, and another was drunken," by which 
they thus despised the Church of God. 
This was the eating and drinking unworthily 
in the Corinthians which the Apostle re- 
proves. But though, from the nature of 
things, we cannot be guilty of the like ex- 
cess, yet we may come forward in the same 
spirit, and eat and drink unworthily. All 
those who come forward in a proud, im- 
penitent, and self-righteous spirit, — in a care- 
less and profane spirit, not considering the 
nature of this holy ordinance, — in a carnal 
and worldly-minded spirit, merely in con- 
formity with the custom of the country, or 
because they think it looks respectable, or 
qualifies them for holding certain offices ; all 
who have no other object than this in coming 
to the table of the Lord, and who come in this 
spirit, have too much reason to believe that 
they " eat and drink unworthily but, as Mr. 
Scott observes in his Commentary, " the hum- 
ble penitent, the trembling believer, who relies 
on a crucified Saviour, and longs to live to His 
glory, should fear no snare in this institution." 
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Thus we see what it is to eat and drink un- 
worthily, and how different it is from a feeling 
of our own unworthiness. Let me illustrate 
this. I am not worthy to be invited to the 
court of our gracious sovereign ; but if she is 
pleased to invite me, it becomes my privilege 
and duty to go, for the queen's invitations are 
commands. But then I should conduct my- 
self in a spirit that will shew that I do not 
forget who I am and where I am ; and if I do 
this, then, though unworthy to be invited, I 
conduct myself in a becoming, in a worthy 
manner. But if instead of this I go to court 
in a haughty manner, forgetful of mine own 
station, not rendering honour to whom honour 
is due, or respecting the presence of my sove- 
reign, assuredly I conduct myself in an un- 
becoming, in an unworthy manner, and may 
expect the displeasure of the court. And so 
it is with reference to this holy institution : 
we go because we are invited and commanded ; 
but then we should go with a feeling of our 
unworthiness to have been invited, and we 
should conduct ourselves in a spirit that will 
shew that we recollect who we are and where 
we are, and then we communicate worthily. 
But if instead of this we go in a proud and 
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haughty spirit, " not discerning the Lord's 
body," not reverencing the holy ordinance, or 
respecting the spiritual presence of the King of 
glory, assuredly then we eat and drink un- 
worthily, and may expect to be visited with 
the displeasure of the King. 

Having thus ascertained what is meant by 
eating and drinking unworthily, — that it 
means that we do so in a proud, carnal, and 
worldly-minded spirit, — let us look to the 
guilt we contract thereby, and to the punish- 
ment we incur. 

The guilt is this, " we are guilty of the body 
and blood of Christ ; " we shew no reverence 
for that holy ordinance, in which "Jesus Christ 
is evidently set forth crucified among us and 
are thus, in a certain measure, chargeable with 
the guilt of those who crucified the Lord of 
glory. We profane the most solemn ordi- 
nance, and are thus guilty of the blood of 
Christ ; and assuredly this is a sin which we 
should be most fearful of committing. Still 
there is nothing said which would lead us to 
believe that it is a sin which will not (if re- 
pented of) find pardon with God. The actual 
betrayers and murderers of Christ were, many of 
them, afterwards washed in the blood of Jesus, 
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pardoned, and accepted, as you will find by 
consulting the second chapter of the Acts of 
the Apostles. At the 22d verse, Peter tells 
them, " Him, being delivered by the determi- 
nate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye 
have taken, and by wicked hands have cru- 
cified and slain ; " and again, at the 36th verse, 
" whom ye have crucified." " Now,»when they 
heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and 
said unto Peter and to the rest of the Apostles, 
Men and brethren, what shall we do ? Then 
Peter said unto them. Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you for the remission of sins, and 
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
Then they that gladly received his word were 
baptized ; and ^he same day there were added 
unto them about three thousands souls." And 
we find them continuing " steadfSastly in the 
Apostles* doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers." So that 
thus the actual betrayers and murderers of 
Christ were many of them washed, justified, 
and sanctified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and by the Spirit of our God. Surely, then, 
the man who may have been guilty of eating 
and drinking unworthily need not despair 
of pardoning mercy ; if he will truly repent, 
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there is forgiveness with God : and all other 
sins as well as this, if not repented of, must 
bring to destruction both of body and soul. 
And then we should remember that it was to 
the Corinthians that the Apostle thus addresses 
himself ; and we should remember how great 
their excess, how deep their sin : that they 
not merely came forward in an unworthy man- 
ner, but that they absolutely converted this 
solemn ordinance into a scene of riotous living, 
profaning its sacredness, indulging their bad 
passions and inordinate appetites, and by ex- 
cess and drunkenness introducing confusion 
and shame into the Church of God. No mar- 
vel, then, that the Apostle rebukes them in 
language so strong. But though such be the 
guilt of eating and drinking unworthily, the 
humble-minded and sincere Christian, how- 
ever weak his faith, however low his graces, 
has nothing to fear. 

But the Apostle further adds, " He that 
eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh damnation to himself." Now, the 
use of this word damnation " has been a very 
great stumbling-block ; many supposing that 
it means eternal damnation, which most as- 
suredly it does not. The word which is here 

li 



Digitized by 



110 OBJECTIONS AND EXCUSES 

translated " damnation " is sometimes rendered 
condemnation, and in some places judgment. 
In the passage before us, it manifestly signiJfies 
judgment — temporal judgment — not eternal 
damnation. He that eateth and drinketh un- 
worthily, eateth and drinketh judgment to 
himself; he brings down temporal judgment 
upon himself for so doing. What these tem- 
poral judgments were, we learn from the next 
verse, — " For this cause many are weak and 
sickly among you, and many sleep." God 
had visited their awful profanation of this 
sacred ordinance with the temporal judgments 
of weakness and sickness, and even with 
death ; bttt these judgments, so far from 
meaning eternal damnation, were the mer- 
ciful chastisemmts of God, intended to bring 
them to a state of repentance, that thus they 
might not be eternally condemned with the 
world, as is manifest from the 32d verse, 
where he says, " But when we are judged, we 
are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be 
condemned with the worlds 

Thus, I trust, we see what it is to eat and 
drink unworthily, what is the guilt we thereby 
incur, and what the judgment we are in danger 
of bringing down, — judgments, not eternal 
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but temporal, not to destroy but to reform ; 
the merciful chastisements of God's hands, by 
which He thus intended to bring the Church of 
Corinth, who profaned this sacred ordinance, 
to a state of repentance, that thus they might 
not be finally " condemned with the world." 
But how, it may be asked, shall we escape 
the guilt and danger? Not, I answer, by 
absenting ourselves from the Lord's table, for 
then we sin ; we are guilty of the sin of dis- 
obedience and ingratitude : so that thus, if we 
eat and drink unworthily, we sin, — we are 
guilty of the body and blood of Christ ; if we 
remain away, we sin, — we are guilty of the sin 
of disobedience and ingratitude ; sin lieth 
upon the one extreme and upon the other. 
How, then, shall we escape both ? I answer, 
By following the advice of the Apostle, as 
given us in the 28th verse, — Let a man ex- 
amine himself, and so let him eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup ; " " Judge your- 
selves, brethren, that ye be not judged of 
the Lord : " the path of duty is the path of 
safety. 

But there is yet another objection which we 
wish to remark Upon, and it shall be the last ; 
for, as I said before, I wish not to multiply or 
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to suggest objections : I simply take notice of 
such as I have p^tically met with, and I 
insert them in the order of the frequency with 
which they have been urged. It is objected 
then, — " We wish not to go forward to this 
ordinance, it is a very solemn thing to do ; 
we make there great promises and vows to 
God, and we really do not like to bring our- 
selves under these obligations and responsi- 
bilities." 

To which I reply, it certainly is a very 
solemn thing to go forward to this holy ordi- 
nance. We do make very great promises and 
vows ; but then these promises and vows were 
upon us before. We are not meiking new 
vows ; we are renewing our vows : we are not 
bringing ourselves under any new obligations 
or responsibilities. These obligations and re- 
sponsibilities were upon us before, and we 
cannot get rid of them, even if we would. It 
is true we offer and present ourselves, soul 
and body, a sacrifice to God ; but we acknow- 
ledge at the same time that it is our bounden 
duty and service, and that it is " reasonable" 
we should do so. For let us consider what 
is our duty towards God. Our duty towards 
God is to believe in Him, to fear Him, to 
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love Him with all our heart, mind, soul, and 
strength ; to worship Him, to give Him thanks, 
to put our whole trust in Him, to call upon 
Him, to honour His holy name and His word, 
and to serve Him truly all the days of our 
life. All this it is our duty to do, as being 
the creatures of His hand: created by His 
power, sustained by His providence, fed by 
His bounty, redeemed by His love, sanctified 
by His Spirit, we are under the highest pos- 
sible obligations to devote ourselves entirely 
to the service of our God. Besides that, we 
are bound by His command, which is love to 
God in the highest possible degree, and love 
to our neighbour as ourselves. So that, whe- 
ther we acknowledge it or not, we are under 
the highest possible obligations to devote our- 
selves, soul, body, and spirit, to the service of 
God. But we are bound, too, by vows, as well 
as by the reason of things, and by God's com- 
mand ; for, in our baptism, our godfathers and 
godmothers did ** promise and vow three 
things " in our names ; first, that we " should 
renoimce the devil and all his works, the pomps 
and vanity of this wicked world, and all the 
sinful lusts of the flesh secondly, that " we 
should believe all the Articles of the Christian 
l2 
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fedth and, thirdly, that " we should keep 
God's holy will aad commandments, and walk 
in the same all the days of our life and these 
promises we are bound, when we come of age, 
ourselves to perform. And accordingly we 
proceed, in the ordinance of Confirmation, to 
ratify and confirm the same, when in answer 
to the question as put by the bishop, " Do 
you here, in the presence of God, and of this 
congregation, renew the solemn promise and 
vow that was made in your name at baptism ; 
ratifying and confirming the same in your own 
persons, and acknowledging yourselves bound 
to believe, and to do, all those things which 
your godfathers and godmothers then under- 
took for you?" We reply, " I do." I know 
that many absent themselves from Confirma- 
tion under a feeling that, unless they thus ratify 
and confirm their baptismal vows, they are not 
under the power of their obligations ; but this 
is quite a mistake. They are bound to perform 
them when they come to the years of dis- 
cretion, and that whether they are confirmed 
or otherwise. And, in like manner, many 
absent themselves from the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, under a feeling that, unless 
they present themselves to God in the use of 
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this holy ordinance, they are not under the 
power of its obligations and responsibilities; 
but this is in a great measure, if not wholly, a 
mistake. We are bound by the highest obli- 
gations, as we have shewn, to love and serve 
God with heart, and strength, and soul ; we 
are bound by the fact of our being and well- 
being, by all that we are and all that we hope 
for ; we are bound by the command of God ; 
we are bound by the vows of our baptism ; and it 
is more than likely, the very persons who object 
have again bound themselves, by renewing 
their vows in the order of Confirmation : so 
that when we draw near to the table of the 
Lord, and there present ourselves a lively sa- 
crifice to God, strictly speaking, we bring our- 
selves under the power of no new obligations ; 
we there renew our vows to God, we look for 
His assistance to enable us to do that which 
was our duty to do ; we express our own wil- 
lingness to do so, we come and cry out, " Lo I 
come to do thy will, O God." We dedicate our- 
selves anew to His service ; which service was, 
and is 'at all times, our boimden duty, our rea- 
sonable service, as it is likewise a service which 
is perfect freedom, which is connected with our 
highest honour, interest, and well-being, for 
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time and for eternity. So that the man who 
absents himself from this holy ordinance with a 
view to escape the new obligations which he is 
supposed to bring himself under, is merely 
deceiving himself ; he is under them already, 
and that whether he acknowledge it or other- 
wise ; and he is also depriving his own soul 
of the benefits which he might have expected 
in this ordinance to enable him to perform 
them. 

Still, it will be replied, " True, we see we 
are under the highest obligations to love and 
to serve God supremely ; but when we come 
forward to the Lord*s table, we make an open 
profession of our intention to do so ; nay, 
more, we vow to God that we will do so. 
Now, we feel that we have not strength to do 
so ; and is it not better to remain away from 
the Lord's table than to come forward and 
publicly make vows to God which we feel we 
have not strength to perform ?" I answer at 
once, Decidedly not; for this simple reason, 
that we are not required to perform them in 
our own strength ; and if we come forward con- 
fiding in our own strength our fall is certain. 
It was when Peter, too confident in his own 
strength, cried out, " Though I should die 
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with thee, yet will I not deny thee it was 
upon that very night — ^the very night, be it re- 
membered, in which he received the Supper 
of the Lord, — it was upon that very night that 
he denied his Saviour with oaths and with blas- 
phemy : thus affording a melancholy proof of 
the weakness of our own strength in the hour 
of trial. No, we are not required to come in 
our own strength ; Christ Himself is " the 
strength of our salvation," and His strength is 
made perfect in our weakness. It is out of 
His fulness we are to draw grace for grace ; 
and this ordinance is especially for the 
" strengthening and refreshing of our souls 
and He has promised, " My grace is sufficient 
for thee," and that He " will not suffer us to be 
tempted above that we are able to bear, but 
will with the temptation (or, notwithstanding 
the temptation) also make a way to escape, 
that we may be able to bear it." So that, as 
the Apostle says, " We can do all things 
through Christ that strengtheneth us." True, 
we may be sore tried and tempted ; so that, 
with the Psalmist, we may say, " The snares 
of death compassed me round about, and the 
pains of hell gat hold upon me; I found 
trouble and heaviness." But if, with him, we 
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call upon the name of the Lord, " O Lord, I 
beseech thee, deliver my soul!" then, with 
him, we may also say, Gracious is the Lord, 
and righteous : yea, our God is merciful ; the 
Lord preserveth the simple. I was in misery, 
and he h^ped me." One consideration that 
ought to remove all doubts and fears is this, 
— it is Christ Himself who gives the command 
to come ; He knoweth our weakness, for He 
was in all points tempted like as we are ; and 
He who gives the command will also give us 
strength to obey the command. " Be not faith- 
less, then, but believing." 

I trust, then, that what I have here 
advanced may be sufficient to answer the ob- 
jection, — " We wish not to come to this or- 
dinance, because we bring ourselves under ob- 
ligations which we feel we have not strength 
to perform." I have shewn that, strictly 
speaking, we bring ourselves under no new 
obligations, — the obligations are upon us al- 
ready ; we renew our vows unto the Lord 
our God that we will endeavour to perform 
these obligations, by devoting ourselves to 
Him, and serving Him truly all the days 
of our life; and in doing so we are in the 
path of duty, and may expect to receive 
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strength from God to enable us to perform 
our vows. 

Thus have I endeavoured to meet the 
prejudices, remove the doubts, and answer 
the excuses, of those who are in the habit 
of absenting themselves from this holy or- 
dinance. Others of a similar nature might 
be advanced and answered in a similar manner, 
but we forbear ; enough, we trust, has been al- 
ready advanced to satisfy all reasonable doubts 
and scruples upon the subject, and we desire 
not to go beyond this. Indeed we feel as- 
sured that, for the most part, these excuses 
are rather the cloak that is made use of to 
conceal the true cause of men's neglect of this 
ordinance than the real causes themselves. 
The true cause we believe to be this, that men 
are not prepared to make a full and entire 
surrender of themselves to the service of God ; 
hence their distaste for an ordinance so sacred, 
in which they profess to do so. With such, 
however, we would expostulate, in the language 
of the Prophet, ** How long halt ye between 
two opinions? If the Lord be God, choose 
Him ; but if Baal — ^if sin, if the world — ^then 
choose and serve it." If conscience, and rea- 
son, and the word of God combine to tell you, 
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that true and real happiness for time and 
for eternity is to be found in seeking and 
serving this present world, why then be de- 
cided ; seek and serve it with heart and soul. 
But if conscience, and reason, and the word of 
God combine in declaring, that true and real 
happiness for time and for eternity is alone to 
be found in the favour of God, why then be de- 
cided; seek and serve Him with heart and 
soul. But, oh, in a matter of such infinite 
importance, be not undecided ; halt not be- 
tween two opinions it is vain, unreasonable, 
immanly : "ye cannot serve God and mam- 
mon ; choose you this day which you will have.'* 
But, oh, we would say, — 

" Make but trial of His love, 
Experience will decide 
How blest are they, and only they, 
Who in His truth confide." 

The world will deceive you, friends may all 
fail, foes all unite ; it will leave you hopeless 
and comfortless in the hour of death, and in 
the day of judgment. But, oh, serve God in 
life, and He will not forsake you in death ; 
He will be your comfort in life, your support 
in death, and your portion for ever. I have 
waited and watched by the dying beds of many ; 
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I have marked the perfect man, beheld the 
upright man, and seen that the end of that 
man was peace. I have listened to his ani- 
mating expressions of faith, to his happy anti- 
cipations of future glory ; I have seen how 
calm, how peaceful, how collected, in the 
prospect of death, — *' in the evening time 
there was light:" but never have I heard 
one who served God faithfully in life de- 
clare that God had forsaken him in the hour 
of death. But, oh, how frequent and how heart- 
rending are the bitter regrets that often cha- 
racterise the death-bed scenes of the careless 
and the impenitent ! How affecting that ex- 
clamation of Cardinal Wolsey, who, after being 
cast aside by the monarch whom he had served 
so long, bitterly exclaimed, — " If I had served 
my God as I have served my king. He would 
not have thus cast me off in mine old age !" 
Come, then, be decided ; lay aside your sinful 
prejudices, your self-justifying schemes, your 
vain excuses ; draw near to this holy ordinance, 
and dedicate yourself to the service of Him 
who loved you and redeemed you. Depend 
upon it these excuses will be of no avail in the 
eyes of God. We are bound by Christ's com- 
mand, and it is at once our privilege and our 

M 
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duty to obey. I repeat it, if we remain away, 
we sin ; if we come in an improper spirit, we 
sin : but, saith the Apostle, " Let a man ex- 
amine himself, and so let him eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup." This examin- 
ation, therefore shall be the subject of the 
following chapter. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

" LET A MAN EXAMINE HIMSELF." 

Self-examination — The Object of it — Jeremy Taylor 
quoted — The Neglect of it — The unspeakable 
Importance of it shewn — Let a Man examine 
himself as to his Knowledge of the Ordinance — 
As to the Motives which bring him to the Lord's 
Table — As to whether he is in the State of Mind 
which we have shewn to be necessary — Let him 
examine himself by the Word of God — With Prayer 
for God's Spirit — - The Blessings that would result 
from such Self-examination. 

''Let a man examine himself," saith the 
Apostle, "and so let him eat of that hread, 
and drink of that cup." Now it should he 
ohserved, that the Apostle proceeds here 
upon the supposition that it is our duty to 
come to the tahle of the Lord : he does not 
say, " Let a man examine himself," that thus 
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he may determine whether he shall come or 
abstain ; but he proceeds upon the supposition 
that it is our duty to come; and then he 
points out the spirit in which we should come, 
"Let a man examine himself." It is as much 
as if he had said, " Our blessed Lord, the same 
night in which He was betrayed, took bread, 
and brake it; likewise, after supper, He took 
the cup, saying. This cup is the New Testa- 
ment in my blood;" and then left a dying 
command to all His followers, ** This do in 
remembrance of Me." In obedience to His 
command you must, therefore, eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup ; and, indeed, it 
is a blessed privilege to be permitted to do so, 
for the benefit is great, if, with a true, peni- 
tent heart, and lively faith, we receive that 
Holy Sacrament: but, upon the other hand, 
the danger is great if we receive the same un- 
worthily. That you may, therefore, escape the 
danger and secure the benefit, "Let a man 
examine himself, and so let him eat." But 
what! should a man, upon examination, find 
that he is not in a fit state to come, shall he 
absent himself? Nay, rather, let him repent 
him truly of his past sins, have a lively and 
steadfast faith in Christ his Saviour; let him 
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amend ids ways, and be in " perfect charity 
-with all men and then, " let him eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup." We are not, 
therefore, to examine ourselves with a view to 
determine whether we shall come or remain 
away ; for it is our duty to come : but we are 
to examine ourselves, that we may assure our 
hearts before God that we draw near in a 
becoming spirit; that we may break off our 
sins by repentance, humble ourselves in the 
sight of God, and draw near in faith to this 
holy ordinance. 

Now, "it is remarkable," as Bishop Je- 
remy Taylor observes, ** that in all the Scrip- 
tures of the New Testament there are no words 
of particular duty relating to the blessed Sa- 
crament, and expressing the manner of our 
address to the mysteries, but the few words 
of St. Paul, ' Let a man examine himself, and 
so let him eat.* " The words are few, indeed, 
but they are very comprehensive, and if a 
man fully understands them, and faithfully 
and habitually practises them, he need never 
fear to " eat of that bread and drink of that 
cup " whenever the table is spread. " Let a 
man examine himself." Self-examination is, 
indeed, a most important duty; and it is 
m2 
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pressed upon our attention in the word of 
God, even apart from all considerations of this 
holy ordinance. " Examine yourselves," says 
the Apostle, " whether ye be in the faith ; 
prove your own selves " (2 Cor. xiii. 5) ; but, 
alas ! we fear it is a much-neglected duty ; 
men are very willing to join in all the outward 
acts of religion — to join in the assemblies of 
God's worshipping people, or to attend upon 
the public preaching of His word. This is all 
well; but, oh, to turn the current of the 
thoughts in upon the heart — to search and pry 
into the motives of actions — to make religion 
a matter of close, personal, heartfelt examina- 
tion ! This is not so pleasing ; it makes dis- 
coveries, from which we shrink: hence the 
duty itself is too often neglected ; and yet it 
is a duty of unspeakable importance, if we 
would really and truly ascertain our own state 
in the sight of God. If we would not be 
judged of the Lord, we must judge ourselves. 
For consider here, the wheat and the tares, 
both grow together; here the wise and the 
foolish virgins are found in the same outward 
and visible Church ; here the sheep and the 
goats are found in the same fold. Now how 
shall we ascertain to which class we belong? 



^iOiti^hyVlOQgle 



LET A MAN EXAMINB HIMSELF. 1S7 

A separation shall take place at the harvest ; 
meanwhile, it is of unspeakahle importance 
that we should assure our hearts that we 
are amongst the number of those to whom 
Christ shall address Himself at the judg- 
ment-day, — " Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
beginning of the world." But how, it may be 
asked, shall we ascertain this? We answer, 
God has given to us in His holy word certain 
infedlible proofs, by which we may search and 
try our own selves — by which we may exa- 
mine and ascertain our own state in the sight 
of God ; but, oh, if we never try ourselves by 
the standard of God's holy word — if we exa- 
mine not ourselves whether we be in the faith, 
is it not possible that we may deceive our- 
selves, till the cry go forth, "Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh ! " and then, starting from 
our slumber, we find that we have the lamp of 
religion, but no oil in our vessels? Our lamps 
are gone out, and while we go to buy, the bride- 
groom comes, the door is shut, and we are left 
in outer darkness, to cry, but cry in vain, 
" Lord, Lord, open to us." How important, 
then, the duty, examine yourselves, whether 
ye be in the feith." 
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But if the duty of self-examination be thus 
necessary at all times, surely it is so in a 
peculiar manner when we draw near to meet 
our God in the solemn and sacred ordinance 
of the Lord's Supper. Willi what searchings 
of heart should we search and examine our- 
selves, before we presume to "eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup!" "For as 
the benefit is great, if with a true peni- 
tent heart and lively faith we receive that 
holy Sacrament ; so is the danger great if we 
receive the same unworthily." But how shall 
we ascertain as to whether we draw near in a 
becoming spirit, if we do not examine our- 
selves ? And then, again, if we look to the 
spirit in which many come, we shall see how 
needful it is that we should look the more 
closely to ourselves ; for while it is true upon 
the one hand that many live in entire neglect 
of this ordinance, it is equally true upon the 
other hand that many come in an unbecoming 
spirit: some, it may be, for mere fashion 
sake; some, because they think it looks re- 
spectable ; others, because they think it be- 
coming in persons of their station, because 
others do so, or from various reasons of a 
similar nature. Thus, whether we look to 
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the nature of the ordinance itself — so solemn, 
so sacred; to the spirit in which we should 
come — a spirit of repentance and faith, with a 
steadfast purpose to amend our ways, a thank- 
ful rememhrance of Christ's death, and charity 
with all men ; — whether we look to this, or to 
the benefits upon the one hand, or the danger 
upon the other, we shall see how needful 
the exhortation of the Apostle, — " Let a man 
examine himself, and so let him eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup." 

Let a man examine himself," then, as to 
the knowledge that he possesses of the nature 
and design of this ordinance. In obedience 
to Christ's command, "this do:" we are re- 
quired to come ; but then we should come not 
ignorantly, or superstitiously, but with, at 
least, some correct views of the nature and 
design of the ordinance. It is, indeed, quite 
in vain that we come to the table of the 
Lord, if we come in a spirit so ignorant as to 
have no distinct views (or no views at all, it 
may be) of the nature and design of the ordi- 
nance ; accordingly we have endeavoured, in 
the commencement of this little treatise upon 
the subject, to explain and open to the mind 
of the reader, as clearly and as concisely as we 
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could, the nature and design of this solemn 
and sacred ordinance. We feel it, indeed, to 
be the more necessaiy to insist upon this, be- 
cause we believe, generally speaking, there is 
much ignorance prevailing upon the subject. 
Some, borrowing it may be their notions upon 
the subject from the more ignorant and super- 
stitious members of the Church of Rome, look 
upon this ordinance in the light of a charm, 
from which they expect to receive some bene- 
fits ; but if you ask them as to the nature of 
the benefits they expect to receive, how or why 
they expect them, alas you find, that if they 
have any distinct notions upon the subject, 
they are for the most part very incorrect. 
Others, again, look upon this ordinance in a 
spirit of ignorant and superstitious dread; 
they have some indistinct notions, it may be, 
of the nature of these ** holy mysteries they 
have heard of the great danger of eating and 
drinking unworthily; hence they are filled 
with superstitious fears and doubts : but be- 
yond this all is cloudy ignorance and darkness. 
Others, it may be, borrowing their notions 
from an opposite and extreme party, have con- 
ceived vievTS so low of the nature of this sacred 
ordinance, that they draw near in a spirit of 
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much irreverence, as if almost to partake of a 
common repast. But if you, my Christian 
reader, would come in a proper and profitable 
spirit, you must come in an enlightened spirit ; 
I mean you must have, at least, some distinct 
notions of the true nature of the ordinance, — 
that it was instituted in remembrance of Christ, 
and that it is a blessed means of grace, whereby 
we feed upon Him in our hearts by feith with 
thanksgiying, and are thus strengthened and 
refreshed in our souls. But if you ask me. 
From what source must we draw our knowledge 
of the subject? I answer at once, From the 
word of God. This is that true and heavenly 
record that contains all things necessary to 
salvation, — enough to guide our feet into the 
way of peace, — enough to instruct and to en- 
lighten us upon this and upon every other 
spiritual subject, — enough to 

" Guide us aU our journey through, 
Till we hehold the clearer light 
Of an eternal day.*' 

But if you ask me again, for some safe and 
scriptural treatise, in which the subject is 
concisely, and yet fully, explained, I answer, 
that I know of none equal to the Communion 
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Service of our Church ; and I am quite free 
to confess, that in almost every view that I 
have taken of the subject in this little trea- 
tise, I have drawn more or less from the 
Communion Service of our own Church ; 
and if a man vdll faithfully and prayerfully 
study this, he can never be ignorant on the 
subject. But if there still be any doubt upon 
the mind, let him, in accordance with the ad- 
vice as given in that Service, go to his minister, 
explain his doubts, and ask for the benefit of 
his counsel and advice. Thus let a man ex- 
amine himself as to the knowledge that he 
possesses of this holy ordinance. 

Let a man examine himself as to the motives 
which bring him to the table of the Lord. This is 
the more necessary, because, as we observed be- 
fore, many come from improper motives, — some 
to commend or to recommend themselves to the 
favourable notice of others, or because, from a 
self-righteous feeling, they think they are per- 
forming a meritorious act, which must, as its 
just return, secure to them the favour of God. 
But oh, my Christian reader, these are not 
the motives which must draw thee to the table 
of the Lord ; you must come moved by a feel- 
ing of reverential obedience to His command. 
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attracted by His love, drawn by His invitation, 
with a simple desire to be a partaker of the 
spiritual benefits of this ordinance; to re- 
member your Saviour, to shew forth His death, 
to feed upon Him in your heart by faith, and 
thus to glorify His holy name. These are the 
motives which must draw you to the table of 
thy Saviour, — motives not earthly, but heavenly, 
— ^not temporal, but spiritual, — not seeking 
the praise of man, but the praise of God. But 
as 'men are ever apt to come from improper 
motives, to be drawn by mere considerations of 
a temporal nature, so is it the more ne- 
cessary that a man should carefully and prayer- 
fully examine himself as to the motives which 
bring him to this holy table. 

Then, again, let a man examine himself as to 
the spirit in which he comes to this holy ordi- 
nance ; as to whether, in fact, he is possessed of 
those necessary graces which will fit him to be a 
meet partaker of these holy mysteries. What 
these graces are we learn from our Church Car 
techism, and we have enlarged upon and shewn 
the necessity of them in a previous part of this 
treatise. But it is necessary that a man should 
not merely know that these graces are required 
of them that come to the table of the Lord, but 

N 
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that he should examine himself, closely and 
prayerfully examine himself, as to whether he 
possesses them in a reed, true, and saving 
manner. He should examine himself upon 
the subject of his repentance, as to whether he 
truly repents of his former sins. There is a 
repentance that needs to he repented of; there 
is the sorrow of the world that worketh death. 
It is said of Judas, that he " repented himself 
hut, then, this was not a true repentance, for 
it did not lead him to forsake sin, hut to com- 
mit sin : "he went and hanged himself." 
There is, again, a repentance, or a sorrow, for 
past sin, arising from mere considerations of 
the shame or loss which the man sustains in 
his character or reputation by its discovery,, 
or of the injury he finds he has done to himself 
in health or fortune, or even from a dread of 
that punishment which he fears may be its 
consequence either here or hereafter. Now 
this is all well as far as it goes ; still it is no 
more than every man will naturally feel who at 
all reflects upon the subject; nay, we doubt 
not but that, in a certain sense, the devil him- 
self experiences this kind of repentance : but, 
then, it is a repentance which is wrung from 
him by the present pressure of the torments of 
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hell. But true repentance, such as is required 
of those that come to the table of the Lord, is 
different in this respect from that which we 
have mentioned above, in that it looks not 
merely to the discovery of sin, or to the punish- 
ment of sin here or hereafter, but it looks to 
the sin itself; and, regarding it in the light of 
an insult and injury to the glorious God of 
heaven, — looking upon it as that accursed thing 
which crucified the Lord of glory, the penitent 
sinner mourns over sin as such, even apart 
from all considerations of its discovery or of its 
punishment. The language of true repentance 
is that of David, — "Against Thee, Thee only, 
have sinned, and done this evil in thy sight. " It 
is necessary, then, that a man should carefully 
examine himself as to whether he truly repents 
of his past sins, as to whether it be a true or 
a spurious repentance, as to whether it be the 
sorrow of the world or a godly sorrow, as to 
whether his repentance looks beyond the dis- 
covery and the consequences of sin to the sin 
itself; for then, and then only, can a man be 
said to " repent him truly of his past sins " 
when he mourns over sin as an offence against 
God. And then let a man examine himself as 
to whether he steadfastly purposes to lead a 
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life in conformity with the will and word of 
God : how necessary this is in those who come 
to this holy Sacrament, I have shewn in a pre- 
vious chapter. But a man mustnot merely know 
that this is necessary, he must search and ex- 
amine his own heart — ^that heart which is " de- 
ceitful ahove all things he must examine him- 
self closely and prayerfully as to whether he 
himself has formed the steadfast purpose to 
amend his ways ; he must examine as to whe- 
ther it he a steadfast purpose — a purpose which 
will lead him to stand fast in the hour of trial. 
Hell itself, it has been said, is paved with 
good resolutions — resolutions that were easily 
formed, and as quickly broken — formed without 
counting the cost. A man, therefore, must ex- 
amine himself as to the nature of his purpose, 
whether it be a steadfast purpose. Let him sit 
down and count the cost ; let him reflect over 
the sins that so easily beset him — those sins 
that are dear to him, it may be, as a right 
hand or a right eye; and then let him ask 
himself, as in the sight of God, whether he 
is fully and steadfastly prepared to " rise up, 
leave all, and follow Christ and then let him 
see to it that this steadfast purpose is formed 
not in his own strength, but in humble reliance 
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Upon the strength of Him who has promised, 
" My grace is sufficient for thee ; " and let 
him close the whole hj calling upon God, and 
saying,— 

** The dearest idol I have kuown> 
Whatever that idol be. 
Help me to tear it from thy throne. 
And worship only thee." 

" Let a man examine himself let him ex- 
amine himself as to whether he has a lively 
faith in God's mercy through Christ, a thankful 
rememhrance of His death, and as to whether he 
is in charity with all men. Upon these, and 
various other subjects of a similar nature, it is 
very meet, right, and his bounden duty, that a 
man should examine himseK; he should ex- 
amine himself upon the subject of his feelings 
toward God. Does he love God? Is he 
cold? is he hot? is he lukewarm? is he in- 
different? or what is the state of the affections 
of his soul toward God ? But, again, let him try 
these feelings by his actions ; let him examine 
himself. Is he fervent in prayer ? prayer in 
private, in public, in the family ? does he love 
the hpuse of God? the people of God? the 
word of God ? what is the constant tenor of 
his conversation? is he humble in his spirit? 
N 2 
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is he forbeaxing and forgiving in his disposi- 
tion ? does he forgive others as he hopes to be 
forgiven ? Thus, "let a man examine him- 
self." And then, does he l&nd, upon examina- 
tion, that he is living in the indulgence of 
some secret sin? let him forsake his sin. 
Does he find that he is backsliding in the ways 
of religion ? "let him remember from whence 
he is Mien, and repent and do the first works." 
Is he indiBferent ? let him remember that "the 
flesh is weak," and, therefore, let him " watch 
and pray, that he enter not into temptation ; " 
let him meditate over the sorrows and the 
suflferings of Jesus. Is he progressing? let 
him thank God and take courage. Oh, " let a 
man examine himself." 

But let him see to it that this examination is 
conducted upon scriptural principles ; let him 
compare himself, not, as is too often the case, by 
the low and false standard of his fellow-creatures 
around; "they, "says the Apostle, " measuring 
themselves by themselves, and comparing them- 
selves among themselves, are not wise." Oh, 
let him bring himself at once to the only true 
and perfect standard — the unerring truth of 
God : let him try himself by this, measuring 
himself by its principles, proving himself by its 
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precepts. But, oh, let this examination be con- 
ducted in the spirit of humble and of earnest 
prayer ; let him cry out with David, — " Search 
me, O God, and know my heart ; try me, and 
know my thoughts, see if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the way everlast- 
ing." Let him ask for the outpouring of the 
Spirit of God to convince him of sin and to 
convince him of righteousness, to enlighten 
his darkness, to quicken his conscience, and to 
sanctify his soul ; and thus let a man carefully, 
habitually, and prayerfully examine himself, 
and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of 
that cup." 

Oh, if this duty of self-examination were 
habitually and constantly practised, in the 
spirit to which we have alluded, — if men would 
humbly and earnestly, and in the spirit of 
prayer, try and examine themselves by the 
standard of God's holy word, — if they would 
do this, not merely upon set occasions, but 
habitually and constantly, confessing their 
sins as they detect them, and endeavouring 
to guard against them for the future ; how 
great the benefits and the blessings which 
we might expect as the happy result ! Thus 
it is that a man should become more and 
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more acquainted with the state of his own 
deceitful heart, that he would detect and find 
out his secret sins — ^those sins which so easily 
beset him, that conscience itself would be- 
come more quickened, and that an earnest 
spirit of humble watchfulness and of prayer 
should be promoted ; and thus might he ex- 
pect to be more and more delivered from the 
power of his prevailing sins, to grow in grace, 
and in heavenly knowledge ; and so, whenever 
the table of the Lord was spread, he should 
have nothing to do but gird up the loins of his 
mind, draw near in faith, and be a meet and 
happy partaker of those holy mysteries. Oh, 
''let a man examine himself, and so let him 
eat of that bread, and drink of that cup." 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE FAITHFUL 
COMMUNICANT. 

Special Seasons in which the faithful Communicant 
will find a peculiar hlessingin this Ordinance— An 
aged Christian — How we should conduct ourselves 
after receiving the Holy Communion — The fall of 
all the Disciples, on the very night in which they 
received it, a warning to us — Their heing received 
hack again, an encouragement — Conclusion. 

But now let us advance to consider, What 
are the benefits and blessings of which the 
faithful communicant may expect to be a par- 
taker in the use of this Holj Eucharist ? 
It will not be necessary that we dwell long 
upon this, because, in considering the na- 
ture and design of this holy ordinance, we have 
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been led in a great measure to anticipate this 
part of the subject. We may observe then 
generally, that the benefits of which we may 
expect to be partakers are the increasing and 
the strengthening of those graces which we 
bring with m to the table of the Lord. This 
ordinance is not for the purpose of communi- 
cating new graces to the soul, but it is in- 
tended for the strengthening and refreshing 
of our souls in the exercise of those graces 
which we already possess. This ordinance is 
not for the dead, but for the living ; it is not 
for those who are spiritually dead in trespasses 
and sins, but for those who have already been 
made alive unto God. It is not for the pur- 
pose of imparting a new and spiritual life to 
the soul, but for the purpose of communicat- 
ing food and refreshment to the spiritual life 
which we already possess. If w^ come without 
life, we depart without life ; if we come with- 
out faith, we depart without feiith ; but when 
with a true penitent heart and lively faith 
we receive this holy Sacrament, then, indeed, 
are the benefits great: for then, hungering 
and thirsting in our souls after righteousness, 
we here, spiritually, eat the flesh of Christ, and 
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drink his blood ; and our souls are thus sus- 
tained, strengthened, and refreshed by the 
** body and blood of Christ" — its spiritual and 
proper food, just as our bodies are by the bread 
and wine— its natural and proper aliment. 

There are two parts in a Sacrament: the 
outward part or sign, and the inward part, or 
thing signified. In the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, the outward part, or sign, is 
bread and wine. The body, and the body 
alone, partakes of that, and receives its nou- 
rishment. The inward part, or thing signified, 
is " the body and blood of Christ." The aoid, 
and the soul alone, partakes of that, and re- 
ceives its proper nourishment. But in order 
that the body should receive nourishment from 
the bread and wine, it must be a living body. 
So, in order that the soul should receive nou 
rishment from, the body and blood of Christ, 
it must be a living soul — it must be a soul 
which has been made alive unto God, which 
has been quickened by the energy of the life- 
giving Spirit of God ; and then we spiritually 
eat the flesh of Christ, and drink His blood ; 
we dwell in Christ, and Christ in us ; we dwell 
in Him by faith, and He dwells in us by His 
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Spirit ; we dwell in Him, as our surety, our 
substitute, our hope, our all ; we dwell in Him 
as the man-slayer, after having escaped the 
avenger of blood, dwelt in the city of refuge 
imtil the death of the high-priest ; we dwell 
in Christ as Noah's dove dwelt in the ark 
until the waters were abated : so the believer 
dwells in Christ, and Christ dwells in him by 
His Spirit ; according as it is written, — ** I will 
dwell in them and walk in them ; " or, accord- 
ing to the saying of Christ Himself, " If a man 
love me, he will keep my words, and my 
Father will love him, and we will come unto 
him, and make our abode with him ; " yea, we 
are one with Christ, and Christ is one with 
us. This is a great mystery ; we cannot fully 
comprehend its spiritual import : but this 
we know, we are one with Him, as the 
branches are united to the vine ; we are one 
with Him, as the members of the body are 
united to the head one in principle, one 
in heart, one in hope : we look to one heaven, 
one home. ** It doth not yet appear what we 
shall be ; but we know, that when He shall 
appear we shall be like Him, for we shall see 
Him as He is." Oh. how great the benefits 
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of waiting upon the Lord in the use of this 
holy means of grace ; all spiritual graces grow 
within us, faith is confirmed, love inflamed, hope 
animated, heavenlj-mindedness is promoted. 
Here the weak are strengthened, th3 waver- 
ing confirmed, the feehle knees are made 
strong, mourners are comforted, the hungry 
are fed, the thirsty have drink ; and all the 
believing members of the Church of Christ 
cemented, knit in one, are edified and built 
up in their most holy fiEdth. United to one 
glorious Saviour, sanctified by one blessed 
Spirit, partakers of one bread, they have one 
heart, one heaven, one hope; and all are 
strengthened and refreshed as they go upon 
their journey homeward ; 

" Marching through Emmanuers land. 
To fairer worlds on high.'* 

Such are the benefits of which we may ex- 
pect to be partakers, in the faithful use of this 
Holy Sacrament. It is a fountain opened up 
in the midst of the vallies ; and here the way- 
worn pilgrim loves to meet his Saviour, as 
of old He sits by the well, and to draw out of 
His fulness " grace for grace." How blessed 
the privilege, then, to be permitted, at all 

o 
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times, to draw near in faith, and take this 
Holy Sacrament to our comfort ! 

But there are special seasons in which the 
Christian pilgrim will find a peculiar blessing 
in the sacred ordinance of the Lord's Supper. 
Thus, in seasons of peculiar difficulty and of 
trial, when all around him seem to have for- 
saken the service of God — ^when his lot is cast 
in a spiritual wilderness, and he is ready to 
cry out with the prophet, " I am left alone," 
— ^when there is no kindred spirit near with 
whom he can take sweet counsel, — ^when those 
who before smiled upon him, now pass by with 
a cold or disdainful look, — ^when friends all 
fiEiil, and foes all unite, — ^when he is persecuted 
for righteousness' sake, and his own familiar 
friend becomes his foe, — then, oh, then how 
dear to him are the tabernacles of the Lord 
of Hosts ! how blessed the privilege to draw 
near to the table of the Lord ! So calm, so so- 
lemn, so sacred, all around is peace, he feels 
that this is none other than the house of God, 
and this the gate of heaven. Jesus is pre- 
sent; He breathes upon him and says, " Receive 
the Holy Spirit. Peace I leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you ; let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid." He medi- 
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tales upon His sufferings ; he remembers how 
He was wounded and bruised, how He was buf- 
feted and spit upon, and yet how calm, how col- 
lected, "like a lamb dumb before his shearer 
** when He was reviled, He reviled not again" 
— he meditates upon this. He feeds upon 
Him in his heart by faith, with thanksgiv- 
ing ; and is refreshed and strengthened. And 
now he goes forth again animated by the love, 
and breathing the Spirit, of Jesus, and is pre- 
pared to bless them that curse, and to pray 
for those that despitefully use him." So it was 
with the blessed martyrs of old. When great 
persecution was raised against the Churches, 
and the exterminating sword was unsheathed, 
and many were called upon to glorify God in 
the fires ; oh, in those early days of pure 
Christianity, how many noble spirits, upon the 
eve of their death, knelt devoutly at the table 
of their Lord, and experienced comfort, peace, 
and support ! and then, like Stephen, prayed 
for their murderers, witnessed a good confes- 
sion at the burning fagot and the stake ; and 
then (praises in their hearts and peace in their 
souls) ascended upon their triumphant chariots 
of fire, to join "the spirits of just men made 
perfect." 
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In seasons, too, of spiritual trial and tempt- 
ation, when Satan desires to have the Christian, 
that he may sift him as wheat, — when family 
cares and worldly husiness press upon the mind, 
— when the flesh solicits, or the world harasses, 
or the devil tempts, — ^when, like Martha, he is 
" careful and troubled about many things," 
and is tempted to neglect " the one thing need- 
ful," — ^when earth gains upon him, and heaven 
seems to retire from his view, — when temporal 
cares increase, and spiritual graces seem to 
decline within him, — then, oh, then how 
blessed the privilege to be permitted to draw 
near to this sacred ordinance, and refresh him- 
self when he is weaiy! Here he meets his 
Saviour. He remembers that He " suffered be- 
ing tempted, and is able to succour them that 
are tempted." Jesus stands by him, — " Behold 
my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: 
handle me and see ;" " Will ye also go away ?" 
"My grace is sufl&cient for thee;" "Be not 
faithless, but believing." " My Lord and my 
God !" he responds, with Thomas. And now he 
devoutly kneels by His table ; he feeds upon 
Him in his heart by faith, with thanksgiving ; 
he is strengthened, refreshed, and animated. 
The sufferings of Jesus, and the gloiy that 
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shall be revealed, burst at once upon his view. 
Like Mary the mother of Jesus, and the other 
women, he sits by the cross. The ambitions 
of the world droop before it ; the stimulus of 
sinful passion loses its force, rebuked before it ; 
the cloud of cares is dispersed, heaven opens 
to his view, and earth retires. And now he 
goes forth again upon the world; his face 
shines like the face of Moses as he came down 
from the mount ; he is in the world, but not 
of it ; he uses the world, but he abuses it not ; 
he is enabled to say, ** Our conversation is in 
heaven, from whence also we look for the Sa- 
viour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change 
our vile body that it may be fashioned like 
unto His glorious body, according to the work- 
ing whereby He is able even to subdue all 
things unto Himself." He casts all his care 
upon Him, and goes on his way, ** as sorrow- 
ful, yet alway rejoicing." 

Oh ! how many a weary, wayworn, tempted 
pilgrim has found it good for him to be here ! 
Thus it was with David of old. His feet were 
almost gone, his steps had well-nigh slipped, 
he was envious at the foolish when he saw the 
prosperity of the wicked ; and all this was too 
hard for him, until he went into the sanctuary 
o 2 
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of God ; and then the psalm that opens in a 
style so desponding closes in the happy and 
triumphant strains, — "Thou shalt guide me 
with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to 
glory. Whom have I in heaven hut Thee ? and 
there is none upon earth that I desire heside 
Thee. My flesh and my heart faQeth: hut 
God is the strength of my heart, and my por- 
tion for ever." (Psalm Ixxiii.) 

In times, too, of sorrow, or of deep distress, 
when the Christian is called to mourn over the 
loss of some one that was near and dear, to 
shed the tear of sorrow over the grave of 
some heloved friend, when, like David, he ex- 
claims, — " I shall go to him hut he shall not 
return to me," then, oh, then how blessed the 
privilege to wait upon the Lord in the use of 
this sacred ordinance ! Jesus Himself stands 
by him as He stood by the weeping Maiy. 
His language is, ** Why weepest thou ? whom 
seekest thou ?" " Sorrow not, even as others 
which have no hope : for if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so them also 
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him." 
The trumpet shall sound ; " the dead in Christ 
shall rise first ; and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord." With Job he exclaims, " Naked came I 
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out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I re- 
turn thither ; the Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away ; blessed be the name of the Lord." 

Or again, when, in the season of youth, 
we are called upon to ratify and confirm 
our baptismal covenant, or when, upon any 
other occasion, we are desirous of dedicating 
ourselves unreservedly to the service of God, 
it is very meet and right upon such an occa- 
sion that we should present ourselves unto 
the Lord in the use of this His own ordinance, 
a sacrifice to His service, body, soul, and spirit. 
Thus it is that the mind will be filled with a 
train of solemn and of sacred feeling; that we 
may expect to experience the presence and the 
blessing of God, and that His grace and 
strength will go with us to enable us to per- 
form our vows. 

Or, again, when we are about to go forth 
from our family circle, to enter upon a new 
sphere of duty, to form new connexions and 
new engagements, and thus to leave; it may 
be for the first time, the happy home of our 
parents, it is most desirable upon such an oc- 
casion that, as we enter upon those new en- 
gagements, we should solemnly present our- 
selves to the service of God, and ask for His 
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guidance and grace. Our prayer upon such 
an occasion should he that of Jahez, — " Oh 
that thou wouldest hless me indeed, and en- 
large my coast, and that thine hand might he 
with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from 
evil." (I Chron. iv. 10.) But where, or how, 
shall we hotter do this, than at the tahle of the 
Lord? Therefore is it that our Churdi, in 
the form of the Solemnization of Matrimony, 
ohserves, that " it is convenient that the new- 
married persons should receive the holy Com- 
munion at the time of their marriage, or at the 
first opportunity after their marriage." So 
it is that they shall enter upon this interest- 
ing and honourahle estate — (which was insti- 
tuted of God in the time of man*s innocency, 
and which signifies unto us the mystical union 
that is hetwixt Christ and His Church — a 
holy estate, which Christ adorned and beauti- 
fied with His presence and first miracle that 
He wrought in Cana of Galilee), — so it is 
that they shall enter upon this estate in a pro- 
per spirit and in a becoming frame of mind; 
and thus may they 'expect that God will bless 
them indeed, and enlarge their coast, and that 
His hand will be with them to keep them from 
evil. 
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Or, again, when the Christian has received 
a blessing from God — ^when, like Jacob, he has 
been brought again in peace to his father's 
house— when God has prospered the work of 
his hands, and crowned his labours with success 
—or when he has experienced some signal deli- 
verance, been preserved from danger, or raised 
from a bed of sickness and restored again to 
health — it is very meet, right, and his bounden 
duty, upon such an occasion, that he should 
offer to God his sacrifice of praise and thanks- 
giving in the use of this Holy Eucharist. 
Therefore is it that our Church observes, after 
the service for the Churching of Women, that 
** it is convenient she should receive the holy 
Communion." 

But the time would fail me to tell of all 
the special seasons in which the Christian 
shall experience a peculiar blessing in this or- 
dinance. In times of sunshine and times of 
storm, in times of sickness and times of health, 
in times of prosperity and times of adversity, — 
indeed at all times, and in all places, it is very 
meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we 
should give thanks unto Almighty God, ever- 
more praising Him for His mercies, meditating 
upon His love, dwelling in thought upon the 
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wondrous scenes of our Saviour's suffering, and 
feeding upon Him in our hearts by faith with 
thanksgiving. Oh, happy, happy is the man 
that thus humbly waits upon the Lord in the 
faithful use of this sacred means of grace! 
The blessing of the Lord shall be upon him 
when he goeth out and when he cometh in, 
when he riseth up and when he lieth down ; 
he goes from strength to strength, from grace 
to grace ; he is on his journey home, he is on 
his way to God ; he comes up from the wilder- 
ness " leaning on his Beloved," peace in his 
heart, and holiness in his life. The Lord God 
is to him " a sun and shield ; '* He " will give 
grace and glory" too. Storms may gather, 
clouds may lower, tempests may burst, the tree 
may be shaken, but not uprooted ; it is " a tree 
of righteousness, the planting of the Lord." 
He is ** like a tree planted by the rivers of 
water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his sea- 
son ; his leaf also shall not wither ; and what- 
soever he doeth shall prosper." 

All seasons point to Jesus. Around him, as 
the Sun of Righteousness, the Christian moves 
in the glorious cycle of the spiritual year. He 
shines under His light, he lives in His love, he 
walks by His Spirit. The season of Advent 
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comes round ; it points to the birth of Jesus. 
And now, with the shepherds who kept watch 
over their flocks bynightupon the fields of Beth- 
lehem, he listens to the gladdening announce- 
ment of the angel that heralds in the birth of 
Emmanuel, — "Unto you is bom this day, in the 
city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord." With the multitude of the heavenly 
host that chant the morning anthem of His 
birth, he catches the strains of heavenly music 
that fall from their harps ; and with them he 
joins in spirit in that noble song of praise, 
" Glory to God in the highest! on earth peace, 
good-will toward men.'' 

And now he is conducted to the commemo- 
ration of His death. With Joseph of Arima- 
thea, he goes down to the tomb ; a great stone 
is rolled to the mouth of the sepulchre. But 
hark! 

The happy mom is come. 
Triumphant o'er the grave !" 

The seal is burst ! the stone is rolled back ! 
the sepulchre is empty ! 

" Captivity is captive led, 
Since Jesus liveth that was dead 

He is not here/' cries an angel ; " He is 
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risen." " The Lord is risen indeed !" His heart 
responds, — ** O death! where is thy sting? O 
grave ! where is thy victory ? Thanks be to 
God which giveth us the victory, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ." And now he looks to His 
ascension. He dwells upon His mediatorial 
work ; he anticipates the glories of His second 
coming, "knowing that when Christ, who is his 
life, shall appear, then shall he also appear 
with Him in glory." 

Here, then, is the path of the Christian 
pilgrim, from Bethlehem to Calvary, from Cal- 
vary to Zion, The cradle, it conducts to the 
cross ; the cross, it points to the crown. 
Meanwhile, as the journey is great, he feeds 
upon that spiritual sustenance which God has 
graciously provided; he feeds upon Christ, 
who is the bread of life, in his heart, by faith, 
with thanksgiving ; he is strengthened and re- 
freshed. With joy he draws water out of the 
wells of salvation, and goes on his way re- 
joicing. Oh " how blest are they that thus 
fear the Lord from youth to age ! Fair as morn, 
bright as noon, and mild as dewy eve, they 
sink at length to calm repose, with rich, not 
dazzling lustre, tinging and gilding all around. 
So have I seen in lowly life an aged man, who 
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served the Lord for sixty years ; his person 
was neat, his figure erect, his manner cheerful ; 
his life was useful, his conversation instructive, 
and his experience large. When near his end 
he was asked. Had he any doubts? * Doubts !' 
he repeated ; * how can I have doubts ? I have 
the eternal promise.' * Have you any dark- 
ness ?' * How can I have darkness ? I dwell 
in the sunshine of His glorious countenance.' 

* Are you afraid to die ?* * Afraid to die I No ! 
death will be my birthday in the palace of 
glory.' His faith in Christ was strong, his 
hope through Christ was lively ; he had Christ 
in all things, and all things in Christ : thus 
his life was holy, and his death was happy. 
Youth and age, friend and neighbour, even 
many of adverse faith, crowded round his 
humble grave, to do homage to departed worth. 
All were solemn, and all were still ; no soimd 
was heard but the voice of the man of God. 

* Mark the perfect man, and behold the up- 
right, for the end of that man is peace.' "* 

Thus, have wo been privileged to enter into 
the upper chamber, to sit down with Jesus 
and His disciples, and there to dwell in thought 
upon the import of this solemn and sacred or- 
• Rev. John Gregg, Dublin. 

P 
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dinance. We have thus considered the nature 
and design of the ordinance. We have seen 
the ohligations we are under to communicate, 
and the spirit in which we should do so ; we 
have endeavoured to answer and remove some 
ohjections; we have shewn how necessary it 
is that a man should examine himself be- 
fore he presume to eat of that bread and 
drink of that cup ; and, finally, we have 
dwelt upon the benefits and blessings of which 
we may expect to be partakers in the fedthful 
use of this holy ordinance. I trust, my 
Christian reader, that you have felt, with 
Peter upon the holy mount, that it was good 
for you to be here. 

And now, let us look to the conclusion of 
the whole matter. How did our Lord bring 
this interesting ceremony to a close? The 
Evangelist relates, " they sung an hymn an 
hymn, doubtless, of praise to God, as the Jews 
were accustomed to conclude the paschal 
supper by the singing of psalms. So our 
Church, ever following in the steps of her 
Saviour, concludes her Communion Service 
with the following beautiful hymn, — " Glory be 
to God on high, and on earth peace, good will 
towards men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, 
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we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give 
thanks to Thee for Thy great glory, 0 Lord 
God, heavenly king, God the Father Almighty. 
O liord, the only-begotten Son Jesu Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sins of the world, have 
mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the 
sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou 
that takest away the sins of the world, receive 
our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right 
hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy ; Thou only art the 
Lord ; Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy 
Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the 
Father." 

But now we must come down from the 
upper chamber, we must go forth again to 
engage in the necessary occupations of the 
world. But oh, let us come down with Jesus ; 
** our profession is to follow Christ, and to be 
made like unto Him : " let us keep close, then, 
by Him. Where did Christ go when He 
first came down from the upper chamber? 
The Evangelist relates, " they went out into 
the Mount of Olives." Our blessed Lord was 
frequently in the habit of retiring to a moun- 
tain, or to a desert place, for the purpose of 
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meditation and prayer ; and doubtless upon 
this occasion He went forth into the Mount 
of Olives, that there He might meditate and 
pray. So the communicant, after having par- 
taken of the Supper of the Lord, should also re- 
tire, for the purpose of meditation and prayer. 
What the subject of his meditations should be 
the Mount of Olives itself will suggest. In 
this mountain, or connected with it, there was a 
garden — 'tis the Garden of Gethsemane. Here 
it was that the Saviour of mankind was be- 
trayed ; here it was that, being in an agony, 
He prayed more earnestly, that, if it were pos- 
sible, that cup might pass from Him, — ^that His 
sweat was, as it were, great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground, — and that, in the 
depth of His suflfering. He exclaimed, " My 
soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death." 
Let the Garden, then, of Gethsemane suggest 
the solemn subject of his meditations. Let 
him meditate over the passion, the sufferings, 
and the death of Jesus ; and let him remember 
that all this was endured for him. 

But again, the mountain to which Jesus re- 
tired on this occasion was also the mount from 
which He ascended up on high. Let the moun- 
tain, then, again suggest the subject of his me- 
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ditations ; let him meditate upon tlie ascension 
of Christ ; let him follow Him in thought as 
He ascended up on high, until a cloud received 
Him out of the sight of the disciples ; let him 
dwell upon His continued intercession for us at 
the right hand of God ; upon the glories of 
His mediatorial reign ; and let him rememher 
that "this same Jesus, which was taken up 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as 
He was seen to go into heaven." 

But, oh, while thus he meditates, let him 
watch and pray that he enter not into tempta- 
tion. The spirit truly may he willing, hut the 
flesh is weak. The wicked one is in the gar- 
den desiring to have him, that he may sift him 
as wheat. Oh, therefore let him watch and pray. 
Perhaps we are never more exposed to danger 
than immediately after we have received some 
signal manifestation of the Divine approval. 
We are apt to he thrown off our guard, to for- 
get our liability to temptation, or even to be 
elated by spiritual pride, and thus it is that 
Satan gets the advantage over us. So it was 
upon the present occasion. It is, indeed, most 
remarkable, that of the twelve disciples who 
sat down with Jesus upon this occasion, upon 
that very night one betrayed him, another de- 
p 2 
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nied him, and all forsook him and fled ; and 
there was also, as St. Luke informs us, a strife 
among them which of them should he ac- 
counted the greatest (Luke xxii. 24). Let 
this, therefore, he a solemn warning to us, 
that we watch and pray upon such occasions 
that we enter not into temptation, for we are 
not ignorant of his devices. 

But should the Christian be thrown off his 
guard, should Satan get an advantage over 
him, should he he tempted to deny or to for- 
sake his Saviour, let him not, therefore, de- 
spair, as if there were no forgiveness for him. 
No ! this notion that there is no pardon for sin 
committed after the receiving of the holy Com- 
munion has no support from Holy Scripture. 
It is a device of the wicked one, by which he 
would cast down the Christian, " either into 
desperation or into wretchlessness of unclefiui 
living, no less perilous than desperation." No 1 
it has no support from Holy Scripture ; it is 
overthrown by the evidence of the case before 
us. The apostles all fell upon the very night 
on which they received the holy Communion. 
The apostles (Judas Iscariot, who was the 
traitor, and had a devil, alone excepted) were 
all received back again upon the very day in 
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"which the Saviour rose from the grave as a tri 
umphant conqueror over the powers of death 
and hell. Yes, ** very early in the morning, the 
first day of the week, cometh Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James and Salome, 
unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun ; and 
entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young 
man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long 
white garment, and they were affiighted : but 
he saith unto them. Be not afifrighted : ye seek 
Jesus of Nazareth which was crucified ; He is 
risen. He is not here : behold the place where 
they laid Him." And he send6 the following 
message to the disciples, — ^it is a message of 
mercy from Jesus, — ** Go your way, tell his 
disciples and Peter that he goeth before you 
into Galilee." All the disciples had forsaken 
Him in the hour of His sorrow, and now, in 
the hour of His triumph, when He is " de 
clared to be the Son of God with power, by the 
resurrection from the dead," there is a mes- 
sage of mercy sent to all to meet Him in 
Galilee ! Peter had fallen the deepest ; Peter 
had not only forsaken Him, but denied Him ; 
and the name of Peter is especially inserted in 
the message, — " Tell his disciples and Peter.'' 
It was as much as to say, Let Peter, too, ac- 
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company the disciples ; let not Peter despair : 
Peter's sin has been great, but Peter's for- 
giveness is great too. Nor was this all. For 
"as they went to tell His disciples, behold 
Jesus met them, saying, All hail !" And then 
He, too, sends the following gracious message 
to those disciples who had so basely forsaken 
him — mark the terms of it, — "Go tell my 
brethren that they go into Galilee, and there 
shall they see me." My brethren T Now 
this was a term of endearment, which our 
blessed Lord had never condescended to use 
toward His disciples before : He had called 
them apostles before ; He had called them His 
friends ; but He never yet had called them His 
brethren before. He uses a term of conde- 
scending endearment toward them, by which 
He would assure them that their iniquity is 
pardoned, that their sin is forgiven, that their 
offences are not merely forgiven, but forgotten 
too ; and that they are received again into His 
favour and love. 

The disciples fell upon the very night in 
which they had received the Supper of the 
Lord from the hands of Jesus. Let the 
Christian communicant then watch and pray 
that he enter not into temptation. 
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The disciples were received back upon the 
resurrection mom. Let not the Christian com- 
municant therefore despair should he fall into 
sin. No, let him with Peter go out and weep 
bitterly for his sin, and with Peter too he shall 
receive the gracious assurance of pardoning 
mercy. 

Yes, yes ; it was to the very disciples who 
denied Him and forsook Him in the hour 
of His deepest sorrow, that now, in the mom 
of His triumphant resurrection, He sends the 
message, " Go tell my brethren." It was 
after their fall that ** He breathed upon them, 
saying, Receive ye the Holy Ghost." It was 
after their fall that He led them out as far as 
to Bethany, lifted up His hands and blessed 
them. It was after their fall that He gave to 
them the glorious commission, "Go ye into 
all the world, preach the Gospel to every 
creature." It was after this that they saw 
Him ascend as the King of Glory, until a cloud 
received Him out of their sight. It was after 
this that " they went forth and preached every 
where, the Lord working with them, and con- 
firming the word with signs following." And 
when this same Jesus which was taken up 
from them into heaven shall so come in like 
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manner as they saw Him go into heaven — 
when He who once came to visit us in great 
humility shall come again in the last day, in 
His glorious majesty, to judge hoth the qvdck 
and dead —when the trumpet sounds, and 
earth, and sea, and death, and hell give forth 
their dead — when the great white throne 
is fixed, and the judgment is set, and the 
hooks axe opened, then, oh then, those same 
disciples shall also " sit upon twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve trihes of Israel." And 
when, 0 Lord, 

" Thou mak'st thy jewels up, 

And set'st thy starry crown ; 
When all thy precious gems shall shine. 

Proclaimed by thee thine own ; 
May we, a little band of love, 

Be sinners saved by grace ; 
From glory into glory changed. 

Behold thee face to face." 

And now, my Christian reader, I have done. 
What further remains hut that I commend 
this little volume to the hlessing of Almighty 
God ? Without His blessing nothing is strong, 
nothing is holy ; and His blessing can pros- 
per even this which I have attempted. I 
send it forth, then, in the Name of the Great 
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Head of the Church. Command, O Lord, 
Thy blessing ; " and the glorious majesty of 
the Lord our God be upon us : prosper Thou 
the work of our hands upon us, O prosper 
Thou our handy- work." And "now unto 
Him that is able to keep you from falling, 
and to present you faultless before the presence 
of His glory with exceeding joy, to the only 
wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, 
dominion and power, both now and ever. 
Amen." 



THE END. 



George Barclay* Printer, Cattle Street, Leieeiter Square. 
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the Controversies of the Day. 18mo., Second Edition, 2s. cloth. 

GILLIES' HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS : relating to re- 
markable periods of the Success of the Gospel. Published 
originally in 1754, and now reprinted with a Preface, and con- 
thiuation to the present time. Royal 8vo., 10*. 6d. cloth. 
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MEMOIR of the late K^v. J. G. BKBAY, Minister 

of Christ Church, Birmingham, and Prebendary of Liclifiddt 

"with a Selection ftrom his Correspondence. Fifth Edition. 
12mo., 7t. cloth. 

THE MINE EXPLORED; or, Scripture Truths 
elicited from Scripture Characters. Intended as a Help to 
Sunday School Teachers. Fifth Edition. M. 

THE TEACHER TAUGHT ; or, the Sunday School 
Instructor ftirnished with Materials for his Work. Four distinct 
portions of this work are now published, each of which may be 
had complete, comprising the Questions and Answers; or the 
OueAionl of eadi pottioii may be purchased separately. 

THE FAMILY of BETHANY ; or, Meditations on 
the Eleventh Chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. By 
L. BoHVBT. Translated frona the French, with an Introductory 
JKssay, the Kev. Hugh Whits, of St. Maiy'a, Publin. 
Eleventh Edition. Foolscap &vo., 5*. cloth. 



MEDITATIONS on the LORD'S PRAYER. With Four 
•Discourses on Different Sul]jeets. Foolscap 8vo., 4«. cloth. 

THE DWELLINGS of JACOB; or, Household 
Ministrations for Every Day in the Year. By the Rev. JosA^h 
Baowy, Dalkeith. Foolscap 8vo., 4s. 6d. cloth. 

THE CHRISTIAN SACRAMENT and SACRI- 
FICE. Abridged from Dr. Buyxxt, Dean of Lincoln. Berised 
and Edited by the Rev. John Norman P^akson. M.A.* In- 
cumbent of the District Church, Tunbrldge Wells: Second 
Edition. 1#. cloth. 

BRIEF MEMOIRS pf REMARKABLE CHIL- 
DREN, >!rho8e Learning or vrhose Piety is worthy the Imitation 
of those little Boys and Girls who desire to gro"^ In WisdonJ. 
Third j^dition. 18mo., 2t. 6d. cloth. 

SCRIPTURAL STUDIES. By the Rev. Charle8 
Bridges, M.A., Vicar of Old Newton, Suffolk. Eighth Edltfdn. 
iSmo., U. 6d. half-bound. SecMd Series, Unifbtni with the 
Fint. 1<. 64p half-^und. First and Second Series bound toge- 
ther, 2*. half-bound. 

DOCTRINES for the CHURCH. By Rev. Mou- 
RAKT Brock, A.M. 12mo., cloth, U. 6rf. 

ANECDOTES, Reli^ous, Moral, and Entertiitung. 
Sekcted by tha Ber. CHAXtxe Bncs; TatA Edition. tteM, 
5». cloth. 
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BUNYAN'S PILGRIM'S PROGRESS; with Notes 
by Scott. 12mo., 5a. cloth. 

JERUSALEM'S GLORY before the Second Coming 
of CHRIST. By the Rev. Jbrbxiah Burroughs. ISino., 
U, Gd. cloth. 

THE PATIENCE of CHRIST; being the Substance 
of a Course of Lectures, delivered during Advent, J 845, in 
Trinity Church, Belfut. With an Appendix on the Incarnation 
of the Eternal Word. By the Rev. Theophiius Campbell, 
B.A. Foolscap octavo, 2s. 6d. 

REMAINS of the Rev. RICHARD CECIL, M.A. 
With a View of his Charact^, by the Rev. J. Pratt. Twelfth 
Edition. 12mo., 5«., and 16nio., 2s. 6d. 

DERRY: a Tale of the Revolution. By Charlotte 
Elizabeth. Ninth Edition. With a beautiful Frontispiece of 
Derry Cathedral. In foolscap 8vo., 5s, cloth. 

also, 

TQ£ ROCKITE : an Irish Story. Fourth Edition, enlarged. 
In foolscap 8vo., 4s. 

OSRIC : a Missionary Tale. Third Edition. Foolscap 8ve., 
3«. 6d. cloth. 

. IZRAM : a Mexican Tale, and other Poems. 5s. 5:10th. 
PER8ETERANCE. Third Edition. 18mo., 2f. cloth. 
RACHEL : a Tale. < ISmo., 1«. 6d, cloth. 
THE NET of LEMONS. 32mo., 2d. 

A NARRATIVE of INIQUITIES and BARBA- 
RITIES practised at ROME in the Nineteenth Century. By 
Raffa£lle Ciocci, foniierly a Benedictine and Cistercian 
Monk, Student and Hon. Librarian of the Papal College of San 
JBemardo Alle Terme Diocfleziane, in Rome. Ninth Edition. 
18nio., 2s. 64. cloth. An Edition of the above is printed in 
Italian. 12mo,, Ss. Gd. sewed. 

EVIDENCE of MORE ROMAN CATHOLIC IN- 
JUSTICE : being a Defence of the Narrative of R. Ciocci, 
agsdnst tiie Misrepresentations contiined in an Artitle in the 

Dublin Review." In 18mo., 1#. Gd. 

SERMONS preached in the Parish Church of St. Paul, 
Hi^luc, NovaScotfa, (by the Rev. WiLLXAv GoeKwiiLL* M.A. 
Second Series, 8vo. I2s. cloth. 
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THE DECISION of RUTH; an Example to the 
Young, especially to those who come forward as Candidates for 
Confirmation. By the Rev. George Cole. ISmo., 1*. 



THE THREEFOLD CORD; or, Justification hy the Grace 
of God, the Righteousness of Christ, and the Faith of Man. 
Royal 32mo., U. 

I AM A CHRISTIAN; WHAT THEN? Eight Discourses 
sugge&ted by the Dying Wwds of Dr. Patbon. 12mo., 5s. 
cloth. 

CHRISTIAN LIBERALITY: a Fragment. By the 
late Rev. H. Vauohan, of Crickhowel. With an Introduction, 
pointing out some of the Channels in which Christian liberality 
should flow. 2d., or 14a. per 100. 

CHURCH,— PASTORS, — PATRONS; — or the Es- 
tablishment as God designed it. In Three Parts. By William 
Graham Cole, A.B., Perpetual Curate of Walpole, Suffolk. 
In 12mo., 4«. 6d. cloth. 

A COMPANION for my YOUNG FRIEND, and re- 
commended to all who feel an interest in the Young. By 
J. T. W. 18mo., cloth, Is. 6rf. 

COMPANION for the AFFLICTED ; or, Texts of 
Scripttire containing Warnings, Prayers, audPromisea. With 
verses of Hymns occasionally added. 12mo., printed in very 
large type. Two parts, 6d. &uih. 

THOUGHTS on the COMING and KINGDOM of 
our LORD JESUS CHRIST. By the Rev. John Cox. 
Second Edition. 12mo., cloth, 3s. 6d. 

also, 

THOUGHTPULNESS and THANKFULNESS ; a Book for 
the New Year. 18mo., cloth, 1*. 

OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST; or, the Sacerdotal Cha- 
racter of Christ contemplated. 12mo., cloth, 2*. 6d. 

IMMANUEL ENTHRONED ; or, the King in his Beauty. 
Being a Compendious Statement and Defence of the Doctrine 
that the Lord Jesus will come personally to set up a glolious 
Kingdom upon the Earth. 12mo., Is. 6d. cloth. 

MISSIONS viewed in their SCRIPTURAL CONNEXIOK 
and in relation to the *' SIGNS of the TIMES." In 12mo., 1*. 



THE HISTORY of an OLD POCKET BIBLE. 
By the late Rev. Robert Cox, A.M. 18mo., 1«. 6d. cloth. 



ALSO, 




8 3pOKS FINISHED 

CHUECH of ENGLAND VILLAGE DIA- 
LOGUES : Contaimng Remarks upon the Foundation, Order* 
tJsages, Services, and Liturgy of the Chur9h; also ansirering 
certain popular objections, and showing the evU of certain 
practices in Religion among those who separate themselves 
ton her. By the Rev. Anthont C»owi>y, A.M., Retrtcp: of 
wmnal, WUiphester. Fourteenth Tl^ousand. 12mo., U, 
cloth. 

ALSO, 

THE CHRISTIAN VILLAGER'S GUIDE BOOK; a 
Manual of Practical Instruction, pointing out the way to a holy 
and ha{)py lif(^. ^d. half-l^und. 

CRUDEN'S COMPLETE CONCORDANCE tO ^he 
HOLY SCRIPTURES. 4to., cloth, one Guinea. 

PASTORAL SUPERINTENpp^NCE; its Motive, 
its t>etail, and its Support. By the Rev. Alej^akpsk Pal^aSi 
Il^.A. 8vol, \2s. cloth. 

ALSO, 

TPE COTTAGER'S GUIDE to the NEW TBSUAIIENT; 
that is, the Lifs and Doctrine of our Lord Jesus Cnrist plainly 
set forth. In Six Volumes. 12m6., cloth, 3«. 6d, each. 

The GUIDE tathe ApTS. 3*, 6d. cloth, 

LOOK TQ JERUSALEM. A Scriptural Vkw of the Portion 
of the Jews, in the Great Crikis of the World's History. Third 
Edition. Foolscap 8vo., 2$. 6d. doth. 

TOS ^RO^fiECY upon the MOUNT. A Praotieal Consi- 
deration of . our Lord's Statement r^peoting the Destraotion of 
Jerusalem, His own appearing, and the End of the Age. Fools- 
cap 8vo., 3«. cloth. 

MY CI{UaCH-YARD. An Experimental Eochibition of the 
Management of Conscience in the Ministry, in th^ cases df 
^xB-y NoRTo^, William HAiiswoon, an^ Emilt Mills. 
In foolscap 8vo., 8*. 6rf. cloth. 

THE PASTOR'S ASSISTANT. I^tfpded ta JJuciJiUte the 
Discliarge of ^he Pastoral Ofi&ce in the ChW^li of England. 
V0I9. 1. II. and XIL in one yol^me, olotb, 9s. 1 

JESUS TEMPTED. A Practical Consideration of our 
Lord's Teanptation, in a Course of Six Familiar Lectures 
preached during Lent. Third Edition. 1«. 3<;. tloth. 

REA^^IZINQ ; thf Strength ef 4in Sffilttual Mbiisfry. U. 
cloih. ' , 
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THE BOOK of PdALMS ARRANGED in DAILY POR- 
TIONS for DEVOTIONAL READING twice through in the 
Course of the Year, with Suggestions to promote Personal 
Application. 16mo., cloth, 2«. 6(2. 

ROMANISM : its Rise, Progress, and Prospects. In a Series 
of Letters from a Pastor to his Flock. U. stitched, 1*. 6d. cloth. 

MONASTIC INSTITUTIONS: their Origin, Pro- 
gress, Nature, and Tendency. By S. P. Day, formerly of the 
Monastery of the Presentation Order at Youghal. Second 
Edition. Foolscap Svo., 5«. cloth. 

DETACHED THOUGHTS. By the Widow of an 
Irish Clergyman. 24mo., 2«. 6d, cloth. 

THE VILLAGE RECTORY; or, Truth in Fiction. 
By the Rev. R. W. Dzbbik, M.A. Foolscap 8vo., with IlUis- 
tnitimis. 5s. 



SERMONS, preached in the Parish Church of St. George, 
Bloomshury. In 12mo., 5a. cloth. 

THE FAMILY EXPOSITOR; or, a Paraphrase and 
Version of the New Testament; with Critical Notes, and a 
Practical Improvement of each Section. By the Rev. P. Dodd- 
KiPGK, D.D. In Four Vols. 8vo., U. 16*. cloth. 

TWENTY SERMONS, suitable to the Times, on the 
First Part of the BOOK of COMMON PRAYER. By the 
Rev. Fredsrick Dusautoy, A.M., 8sc„ Curate of Ha«o9htQry, 
Somersetshire. Cloth, 6«. 6(/. 

THE CHURCH of the LORD; or, the Gracious Work 
of God the Spirit. By the late Rev. Frakcis Ellaby, M.A. 

12mo., 4*. Gd. cloth. 

FASTING, FASTS, and PASTERS; or, a Sketch 
of the Rise, Progress, and Results of Fasting in the Christian 
Church. By the Author of The Church Principles of Nice, 
Rome, and Oxford,'* &c. &c. 12mo., U. 6d, 

SERMONS, chiefly Designed for the Use of Families. 
By Rev. John Fawcett, M.A. Two Vols. 12mo., 12*. cloth. 

BRIEF MEMOIRS of NICHOLAS FERRAR, M.A., 
Founder of a Protestant Religious Establishment at Little 
Gidding, Huntingdonshire. By the Rev. T. Macdoxogh, Vicar 
of Bovingdon. Second Edition, 12mo., 4*. cloth. 
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TWIil^VB SERMONS on the LITlIRGrY of the 
CHURCH of BNQLANJ); plain, practical, and experimentaL 
By the Rev. Edwai^d Wbi.wtk Folbt, ICA., Incnmbeat of 
iTrbiity Church, Tewkesbury. 12mo., prioe 4«. 64. cloth* 

THE LISTENER. By Caroline Fry. Tenth 
Edition. Two Vols. fcp. 8to., cloth. 

ALSO, 

T|[£ SGEIPTUi^E M^VWS QVIDE to the DEYO- 
TIONAL USE of the HOLY iSCRIFTUBES. ^^ourteenth 
£diti(m. 1 8mo. , is. 6d. doth. 

SCRIPTURE PRINCIPLES of EDUCATION. Fourth 
Edition. ISm^., Zf^ 6(2, .cloth. 

THE DIVINE HISTORY of the CHURCH dunnf 
the TWELVE HOURS* SLEEP of the APOSTLES PETER 
and PAUL : the MILLENNIUM ; and the AGES of AGES. 
Being a Catechism of the Apoc^tlypae, with a Plan of thf 
Apocalyptic Drama, and a Chronological Table of the Principal 
Events Prefigured, arranged according to Apocalyptic Time. 
By the Rer. Frederick Ftsh, M.A., Author of the " History 
of the French Revolution, " &c. 18rao., 5«. cloth. 

ST. PAUL'S EPISTLE to the ROMANS EX- 
PLAINED, in simple and fhmiliar Language. By G. B. 
Second Edition, latno., 39. cloth. 

ALSO, 

ST. PAUL'S FIRST EPISTLE to the CO- 
RINTHIANS EXPI.AINED. 12mQ., 3*. cloth. 

ST. PAUL'S SECOND EPISTLE to the COu 
RINTHIANS, and GALATIAN8, EXPLAINED. 12mo., 
Bs. 6d. cloth. 

ST. PAUL'S EPISTLES to the EPHESIANS, 
PHILIPPIANS, and COLQSSIANS, EXPLAINED. ISmo. 
3». cloth. 

ST. PAUL'S EPISTLES to the THESSALONIANS, 
TIMOTHY, TITUS, and PHILEMON, EXPLAINED,. 
12mo., 4s. 

ST. PAUL'S EPISTLE to the HEBREWS EX- 
PLAINED. 12mo., 3*. cloth. 

THE SACRAMENT of the LORD'S SUPPER EX- 
PLAINED, in simple language, with Meditations and Prayers. 
12mo., 9d. stiff covers, or it. cloth. 

MORNING and EVENING PRAYERS. Second 
Edition. 18mo„ black covers, is. 
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TH£ SURE POUNDAtlON ; or, a Selection of 
Texts of Scripture, fitted for the Support and Comfort of a 
Christian, with a short Commentary on each. Secotid Edition. 
ISmc, U. 6d. stitched, or 2s. cloth. 

THE COMING of the LORD to JUDGE the EARTH, 
Doctrinally and Practically Considered; being the Substance of 
a Course of Lectures on the Second Advent, delivered in Bath, 
and published by request from the Congregation to whom they 
were addressed. By the Rev. Edward Gillson, B.A., Bath. 
Seeond Edition. Fodlscap 8vo.» cloth, ts. Gd. 

A TREATISE on the " FIRST RESURRECTION" 
and " The THOUSAND YEARS.»' By the late Rev. Hxhry 
Oipps, LL.D., of Hereford. 18mo., 3#. boards. 

THE HOPE of ISRAEL; an Exposition in a Course 
of Advent Sermons, of Four Prophecies conoeming the Mission 
of El^ah, the Conversion of Israel, the Fall of Antichrist, and 
the Reign of Messiah. By the Rev. H. Girdlsstoks. I2mo., 
4s. cloth. 

ISAIAH UNFULFILLED; beinff an Exposition of 
tlie Prophet. With a New Version and Critical Notes. By the 
Rev. R. GovETT, M.A., Norwich. 8vo., 10#. 6d. cloth. 

MEMOIRS of MISS GRANE, late of Heathcote- 
street, Mecklenburgh-square; illustrative the Nature and 
^ects of Christian Principles. Compiled principally flrom her 
own Papers. Second Edition. Foolscap 8yo., Si. 6d. cloth. 

SORROW and CONSOLATION; or, the Gospel 
unreached lender the Cross. By J. H. GKAKJ«iB&|ue» D.D. 
12mo., 5s. cloth. 

THE TOUCHSTONE ; or, the Claims and Privilfeg:es 
of True Religion Briefly Considered. By Mrs. Apns OAant. 
18mo., U. 6d. cloth. 

AN HISTORICAL DISSERTATION on the Pro- 
phetic Scriptures of the OLD TESTAMENT, chiefly those of a 
Chronologieal character ; showing their aspect on the present 
times, and on the destinies of the Jewish Nation. By Maythsw 
Habbrshox. Third Edition. Post 8vo., 10*. cloth. 

AN HISTORICAL EXPOSITION of the PROPHECIES of 
the REVELATION of ST. JOHN; showing their connexion 
with and confirmation of those of Daniel, and of the Old Testa- 
nent in general; pajrticularly tn their most important aspect on 
the present times. Second Edition. Two Vols, post 8vo., 
IGs. cloth. 
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A SYMBOLICAL DICTIONARY, iii wUkdi the General 
Signification of the Prophetic Symbols, especially those of the 
Apocalypse, is proved from the most ancient authorities, sacred 
and profane. By Charlks Daubuz, A.M. A New an«l 
Enlarged Edition, with Preface and Memoir. Post 8 vo., cloth, 7s. 

A GUIDE to the STUDY of CHRONOLOGICAL PRO- 
FHECY. 18mo., 1*. 6d. 

PRE-MILLENNIAL HYMNS. Sepond Edition. ISmo., 
2s. cloth. 

THE CHILD'S MIRROR. By Mrs. Halls. ICmo., 

Is. Gd. 

THE MOUNT of OLIVES; and other Lectures 
on Praj'er. By the Rev. James Hamilton. ISmo. Twenty- 
fifth Thousand. Is. Gd. cloth. 



LIFE in EARNEST. Six Lectures on CHRISTIAN 
ACTIVITY and ARDOUR. Fortieth Thousand. ISmo., 
Is. Gd. cloth. 

HAMILTON'S TRACTS: containing "Church in the 
House;*' "Dew of Hermon;" "Remembering Zion;" 
" Thankfulness "Memorial Sketch of the Rev. R. M. 
M'Cheyne;" "Address of the Provisional Committee of tlie 
Evangelical Alliance;" and " Lecture on Pastoral Theolog}'." 
ISmo., cloth, 2s. 

CONTINENTAL SERMONS, addressed to Congre- 
gations on the Continent. By the late Rev. J. Hartley, A.M., 
British Chaplain at Nice. 12mo., £s. cloth. 

ALSO, 

PROGRESS of the REFORMATION on the CONTINENT ; 
or. Sketches of the Papal and Reformed Churches. 12mo., 
U. Gd. scwod. 

POEMS of a TRAVELLER. ISmo., 3*. cloth. 

SCRIPTURAL LECTURES to JUVENILE COL- 
L^ICTORS for the JEWISH CAUSE. By H. G. Hai^cock. 
Nos. 1 to 30, 2d. each. 

HAWEIS'S COMMUNICANT'S SPIRITUAL 
COMPANION ; or, an Evangelical Preparation for the Lord's 
Supper: with Meditations and Helps for Prayer suitable for the 
Subject. With an Introductory Essay by the Rev. B, Philj^ot, 
late Archdeacon of the Isle of Man. 32mo., cloth. Is. Gd. ; 
roan, 2*. ; morocco, 3s. 



BIBLICAL RESEARCHES knd TRAVELS in 
RUSSIAi By the Rev. Dr. Hbkdsrsok^ 8vo., 16#. 



ALSO, 
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THE CUAWK: oti a Memoir of Lieat-CoL Hol- 
combQ. C.B^ (Late of the Royal Artilleiy). By a Friend. 
{M»«ap 8vp., 4#. plofh. 

BISHOP HORNE'S COMMENTARY on the 
PSALMS. 8vo., 10*. 6<f. 

THE BLESSEDNESS of the RIGHTEOUS. By 
Joif N Howe, M. A. A New Edition,. Revised. 1 2m6., is. cloth. 

A.I.SO, 

A TREAT^Sfi on DELIGHTING in GOD. Neyr Edition, 
Revised. 12mo., 4«. cloth. 

THE CHURCH OF GOD. A Book for the Age. 
By the Rev. T. D. Hull, A.3., late Curate of Bangor, Diodese 
«f Down, wttd now of Huntly, Foolscap 8vo., 4«. cloth. 

AliSO, 

HYMNS and SFIRITUAL SONGS. a2mo., I*. 

THE IDOLATRY of the CHURCH of ROME- 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles Comberbach, Roman Catholic 
Missionarv, Stonor Park, Ojcon; and the Rev. John Missikg, 
ICA., Bedford. 12mo., Is. stitched. 

ILLUSTRATIONS of FAITH; drawn from the 
Hia^ry^'of the Asylum at Dusseltlial Ab]>eyi and of other In»ti- 
tutiohs,^ founded by Couiix Von-der Recke. ISmo., M. 

THE INFANT BUOTHERS: Notices of the Lives 
and Deatt-beds of Abker and David Brown, two Infant 
Brothers, who were laid in one grave on the 18th January, 1834 ; 
with Suggestions on the Christian ^Nurture of Children. Ei^th 
Thoatand. 18mo., 3». 

INNISFAIL; or^ the Irish Scripture Reader. A 
^fannthv at Facts. 18mo-., 2t. 6\i. faedf-boniid. 

IRISH15CENES EIGHtSeEN YEARS AGO. By 
the Autholf of "Truth without NOvetty.'^ With Preface, "by the 
Rer. Frahcis Trbvch. 'IStno., elotli. 

. JENK'S FAMILY DEVOTIONS. By Rev. Charles 
SxHEOK. ISmo. 3^., and 12mo. 4s. €d. 

' THE CHRISTIAN WIFE, and Mother ; being a 
lirief Memoir <»f ANN J£NOUR, in ^ Series of Let^rs addressed 
to her Children. By her Husband, fht Rev. Alfred Jenovr^ 
Foolscap 8vo., 2s. cloth. 

THE LAW OF THE OFllfERlNGS IN LEVI- 
TICUS, I.— VH. ConiMered as thoAppofaited Figures of the 
Varibus aspects of the Offefinft of the Body of Jeftua €?hrltt. By 
Andrew Jinxes. Foolscap 8vo., 3s. ^loth. 

B 
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TttE' COMlhTG of ihe L^DRD, as infi^fWA Yr<*n iVie 
24th and 2Sth Chapters Of St. Matthew, coin^sLred • ^th thfr 
SIGNS of the TIMES. By S. Kajpp, M.A. From the Q«n)^ani 
Is. Qd. stitched. i , ■ 

FOURTH SERIES of LKCTURES on Subject* 
connected . >vith PRpPHECY, yr^cM by the Bfiv. J^if es 
Kelly, M.A., at t;he request 6r th^ Edinburgh A^pcia^bn foa: 
promoting tbe Study "Pta/phncyf In St. James^ £|>ts6dpat 
Church, Edinburgh. Second Edition. 12mo., 4«. cloth. 

KELSO; The SERMOI^^S *arirf SERVICES at tlie 
Opening of the North Parish Churtjh, ' d.nd the Orclinatibrt afid 
Intr^uction o^ the Rfev. HoAAn?nrs BbkAi. the fiirst inini^ter. 
FooIscA^ 8vo., 2s, fttf. ch>thi « 

THE CHURCHMAN'S BMEF TVf AKUAL ' 6f 
BAPTISM. In Four Parts. By the Rev. Charles E. Ken- 
NAWAY, A.M.» (formerly FeUav •of Sti John's f:^l\tigq, Cwn- 
bridg^,) Vicar pf Campden. Second Edition. Foolscap 8yo,, 
4f.6d: cloth. - • ' ' 

'' , ''ALSO, ■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

I'AMTLY PRAYERS, fot the.lrfamlngs and ifiveftin^ of a 
Fortnight ; to which are added, PrayOf s on l^pedai Oci&sionif; 
Ikird Bdilion^ ISino.j U 6<{. dlptlK . . ! 

iSER^MONS, By t!ie Rev: Henry King, b^ THnity 
CaHege, Dublin. Second Edition, ^vo., 10*. 6<f. boards. 

FASTIT^G not a CHRIS7i*IAN DUTY, Eslay 
occasioned by t]ie increased in)J>prtaVice attached to its observane^v 
By Jo^K CoL^YH^ J^xiGax,4>f the l^riiisb Mtiseum. 9vol., 1«. 

KORAH ; or, Christian Comfort in theUatfs of M&ic^ 

ISRAEL'S WAW<)MI KGS Jri the WILMR-NBSif; 
fTom Raae^s tti the Bamtg of tbQ Prontfied Upii iPst^^ 
R0y..a. D. ICw^HiCAcir&m c.f Elb^riSold' f?«in i^ie Germai^, 
by the translator of VElij^ih the- Tishbite,^' Si^tli Edition. 
Two Vols. 12mo., 12*. cloth. 

A GLANCE into the KINGDOH of Qj^lACE. To 
which is , added, CHRIST ia the WILDERN^;SS. By W. 
KjRCifMACHEii, 1>.D., A.ntbor of Eljjab the > Tishbit'c." 
Translated fi-^ih iftie Gertna n by the Rev. M AxixcifiiAV GsirEin; 
M.A: Second Edkion. t?;nK)., 2». 6d. doth. ' 

TH^ I/AST PAY. A Gift for aU Sei^oni. Square 
16roo^, illuminated border i apd gili e^H^ Second Ediuoh, St.M. 
Alto, an edition without ftpoti^piece, and printed in Unllbrm 
colour, 2«. 6d. cloUi. , if. 
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LITTLE CiiOUD. o£ WITNESSES t» tlw DUTIES 
and DANGERS of the TONiJUE. Second Edition. S2mo., Is. 

SIR ROLAND ASHTON. A Tale of the Times. 
By Lady Catherine LonOh In Two Vols, post 8vo., 16.t. cloth. 

THE MIDSUMMER SOUVENIR. Thoughts Original and 
Selected. 32mo., silk, gilt edges, 3*. Gd. 

LUTHER'S EXPOSITION of the LORD'S 
Jfl^^yEft. Xpn^lat^d frpm the Gerjnan. 12mo., cloth, 1*. Gd. 

PIETAS JUVENILIS. A Manual of Devotions for 
Mools and Yotintt I^rsoos. Comprtsing, 1. Prayert Ibr Week- 
day Schools.— 2. Prayers for Sunday-schools. — 3. Prayers fbr 
j3oar(Ung-8chool8. — 4. Priyat0 Prayers for Young Persons. — 
5. Devonotal Hymns for the- SiAiool and the Closet. By the 
Rev. J. M. M*CuLLod«, A.M. 92tAo., ddth, gfll edg^, 2s. Gd. 

LES GRAINS de SENEVE ; ou, Recueil de Traites 
Religieux, d'£ntt«tiensi et '<f Anecdotei Evahgeliqties. ^ar Dr. 
Cxs\^ Malan. Four Vols. 12mo., 10«. 6d. 

i.s ALSOf 

QUATRE-VINGTS JOURS d'un MISSIONNAIRE ; ou. 
Simple Recit des diners Travaux d'un des Ouvriers de la Grande 

CHANTS erCHANSOl^S PIEUSES, pour lei Ecbk» Chr^- 
tiennes et pour tout En£ant ^ui aimo 1^ ^^igneur. ISmo., ^e^nd 
Edition. Enlarged, Is. 

X5ES VlGKETTESr PARLAKTES. Cbhtaining sixty Wood- 
cuts. IGmo., If. 

LA JUSTICE des SAINTS, oa p&tiit d'OBuvtcs Pour le Sadut, 
et point de Salut sana (Euvies. 12mo. Fourth Edition. 1«. 6d. 

LA SOUVERAINE etSAINT£ GR^^^ I^IEU. 12inQ., U. 

I,E PEUX^ONTAGN/yRDS, Aaec^te Vaudpise. 12mo., 2d. 

LES BREBIS du BON BERGtiR, LfEcQuten^, L'Aiment, «t 
AftSuivent. )?i«p„4d. » , 

' LE PRETRB et 1(* CANDID AT. 12mo., i^. 

LE VERITABLE AMI des ENPANS, mi IPetits Tableaux 
^PM^pestigoet d^^iii6ad'apres Nature. With Engr^viiigs, l^o., 
C)s. cloth, , . , 

CHANTS de SIGN, ou Reeudl de Cantiques d^Hyniites de 
louanges et d'actions de graces a la gloire de TEtcmel. Third 
Edition. 12mo., 5s. 

MUSIQUE des CHANTS de SIO:^, 4to.. Its. ' ' 
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LA srORl' daPIL& ^tKfi. t8uk>./4i. Mrds. 

LE NOUVEAU BARTIMEE, J'ait entierement historique. 
18ino«, 8d, 

■ « 

DE L' ASSURANCE de FOI, et de la Possession du Salut. 
ISmo., 8if. ^ ■ 

LA VOITURIER LAGRANGE. ISnio., Crf. 

GOSPEL SEEDS ; or, A COLLECTION of UNPUBLISHED 
PIECES on the REVEALED TRUTHS of the WORP of 
GOD, and the Practice it enjoins on Qhrisda^f. 12mo., ^s. 
cloth. 

THE CHURCH of . ROME EXAMINED ; or, Can I ever 
enter the Chur<^ of Rome so long<9s I h^ieve the whole Bible I 
12moi, cloth, 3*. 6rf. 

THU DEATH of the ELDEST SON. 18mo., 2#., 

THEOGENES; or, a Plain and Scriptural Answer to the 
solemn question, Am I or am I not a Child of God ? Second 
Edition. 18md.', 1#. Od, ' ' ' 

THE TRUE CROSS, a Narrative as pMffitable to ProtestMSlB 
aa to Roman Catholics. Third Edition. ISmo., clot^, .If. 6d, , 

SUl^DAY OCCUPATIONS. iSilib., cloth, 1*. 

MISSIONS at HOMEi a tru^ Ifancathre. Fourth EdHion. 

ISrao., 1*. ■ . _ 

ANOTHER BABJTIMEl^; or, the s^Itifta^y Ullttd restored 
to Sight, a thief Nanratlve. IHmo.f iid. . 

THE MOMIBRS. I^mo , 8rf. - 

HORiE HEBRAICJ:; an Xttempt to discover how 
the Ar^ment of the Epi«tle to the Hebrews inust have been 
understood by those therein addressed; witb Appendibeii on 
Messiah's Kingdom, &c., &c. By Gsoroei Duke or If ak- 
CHESTEB. Royal 8vo., 10*. cloth. 

AN APOLOGY for MtLLENARIANISM, with 
Copious Replies to Modem Objections. By J. G. Makspord. 
Second Edition. Post Svo., 6«k (doth. 

ALSO, 

THE TWO RESURRECTIONS, in their relation to ^he 
Doctrine of Election. 12inp.j 2#. .> f 
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THE JEWS in GREAT BRITAIN; being a Course 
of Six Lectures delivered in the Liverpool Collegiate Institution, 
on the Antiquities of the Jews in England. Jiy the Rev. Moses 
Mahgoliocth, Incumbent of Glasnevin. 12rao., 7*. 6d. cloth. 

TWENTY-TWO SERMONS, with an accompanying 
Prayer to each» intended for reading in Faonilies and 6ick RcfAmsv 



• THB HETROSPECT^ of, a Review of Providential M^ftht, 
■with Anecdotes of Various Characters, and an Addrese to NaVfU 
OfAtets. By AiAflvis', fomierly a Lleiitedaqft in Hoyal Nftvy, 
^od now a Minister in the jBstabliihed Churc^. Twemty-firiit 
EdltiffOi 12mq., cloth. 

. THE OCEAK, Spiritually Review^, and compared to passing 
Scenes on the Land; with various Anecdotes and Reflectiop^. 
Sixt^: Edition, ^mo., 5s. clQth^ 

' li*6ftNlNG MEI>ITATI0NS * or, a Series of 'Rejections dh 
various Passages of Hdly Scriptute and Sdriptdral Poetry,' for 
tfrerv Day ^tle Ydav. RfOiXdltion. Umo., gfeilt]^ enlixged, 

..,<EV^:p]^3tJ MEDITATIONS. Uniform w^th the abpve. 
izmo., SfS. cloth, ' / f 

THE DEVOTIONAL TESTAMENT; containing Refled- 
tiflbt and H^ditation^ on the different Paragraphs of- the >rew 
Testament of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; intended a^ a 
))dp for tl^.Ciospt and for Domestic/Worship. Sma^l 4tQ., 16^. 
ctpth. ' ■■ ' 

THE VILLAGE OBSERVER.; or, an Attempt to f rove that 
Poor People may be Happy. Tenth Edition. ISiao., 2*. 6d. 
JbalJ^-lKiund. , i , - ' ' ' ; , ( / 

THfe VILLAGK PASTOR. Third Edition; I8m0., 2*. 6d. 
half-boundl . • - 

THE YttLAGE CHURCHYA^ ; dr, ft^flect^ioiis oti Deaths 
Past times, and a Future State. Fifth ^diflon. 18mo., 2.*.'drf. 
half-bound. . . ' - 

PIOUS^ HARRIET ; dr» ft« HUtQiy oT a Yonftg-ahd-DOFout 
jChriltiM. ; Foui^eMitli Thousand. Iteiip. J. ^ • ^ 
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THE COTTAGE GIRL; tin Inttreiftn^ Aefcoutit of ' Ann 
Edwards, ^ight^hth Editioa. iSmo., stiff covers, 6rf/ 

THE THATCHER'S WIFE ; or, an Account of Uaxy 
Camps. Twelfth Edition. 18mo., stiff covers, 6d. 

hlTTLE ANN ; an Inte^Ag Naixative, In TMt to 
aFriepd. Twelfth Tlu^qsand, ISmo., 44^. ; 

THE DYING EXPERIENCE of MARY ANNEi ISmo. 
Tenth Edition. 4d. 

VICE, PENITENCE, and YJllTUEf exhibited in thel^ife 
and Conduct of Three Suhday-schbd Girls. Sixth Edition. 
18mo., stiff covers, 

FAMILIAR QUESTIONS, for the Junior Classes of Sunday- 
schools. ThirtyHBecond Thousand, crarrectajd apd ealprged. 
38mo., 3<;. 

THE SACRAMENT of the LORD^S SUPPER 
EXAMINED and EXPLAINED, and th^ Duty of celoteatSng 
it recommended and enforced. By the liev, Bskjamut M1- 
TUBiN, A.B., Trin. Coll., Dub., Curate of Biddenham, Bedford- 
shire. With a recominfendatory PrtfAoe by the ttcv. T. S. 
Gmmshawe, M.A; ISmb., 2#. clbth. 

LECTURES to the YOUNG ott INTERESTING 
SUBJECTS. By the late R«v. Ro|P9&s May, Missiosaiy, 
Cliinsurah. Seventh Editioi^. ISm^l, clot^ Si. 

THE PRESENT CONDITION of the JEWS fevour- 
able to the endeavours to further their Conversion to the Qhristjan 
Faith. By the Rev. M. J. Mayers, M.A. 12mo., cloth, 3s. 

THE JEWISH ORDINANCES; or, Lessons on tji,e 
Mosaic Observances. Designed for the YoUng. By Miss 
Matn£. 16mo., U. 

MESMERISM; its Pretensions stated and its Cha- 
racter defined. By Pkilad^lphos. 3d. 

LECTURES, Expository and PRACTICAL, on the 
BOOK of the PROPHET DANIEL. With copious Notes. 
By the Rev. Csarlxb Popham Mu«£S> B.A. In Two Vols. 
12mo., 1 Or. cloth. , . 

THE MISSIONARY MINSTREL ; for the Use 
.Missionaries Abroad* and Friepids of Missions at Home. Second 
Edition, greatly enlarged, S2mo., cloth, 2s. ; silk, 2«. Bd, 

RELIGION and POETRY: being Selections Spirh- 
tual and Moral ftrom the Poetical Wo^ks of tbe Rev. Robert 
Montgomery, M.A., Oxon, With an Introductory Essay by 
Abchek GuRM£Y. Secoud Edition, 5«. cloth. 

IfOSHEIM'S ECCLESIASTICAL: HISKDORY; 
Ancient and Mod«nu litttsst Edititon/tt Vols. Svo. Prieel/.to. 
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TrtE f AB^BlNACLE df practically con- 

sidered. By thfe Rev. WitLtiw Mudge, B.A. Second 
Edition. 12Q10.J 5s. cloth. ' 

ALSO, 

. MISSIONS. An E^say, designed t^ ^vince, accordang tQ the 
Scriptures, the present Bearing apd probaUe itesi^ty of Mi^ 
Kic^iary Enterprise. 12mo., U. 6d. clotth. 

THE HISTORY of a YOUNG JE W^ or of AjiFRED 
I^OJEIITZ. MYERS. ,19wo., U. cloth. 

THE PROPHECIES .delivered by^ CHRIST HIM^ 
SELF, and the MIRACULOUS GIFTS exeiclMd by HIS 
APOSTLES, applied to the present State and ftiU«e Brospeolk 
of the Church of God. By the Rev. Thomas Mtsbs, M^A. 
l2mo., 5#. cloth. 

MEMOIRS of Mrs. HARRIET NEWELL, Wife of 
E^. S. «N^1rBX.t, Missiot)ai7 to India. ISmo., ed\ clot^. 

NO CROSS, NO CRO>VrN ; an Inquiry into DistrbS* 
of Mind. 18mo., clothe 2«. 6(f. y 

THE PROPOSED INCREASE in the ORAKt to 
MAYNOOTH. By the Hon. and Rev. BASTiar W. NoU., M.A. 
l2niD.)j6d. 

ALSO, ^ ' ' 

PROTESTANT THOUGH'ns in Rhymes Royal 16nH»i 
Second Edition. 3«. tfcf. ftncy boiurds. 

TBB (U8£ of tke FRE& 6!ffURGH Of SCO!QLAND. 
9mtf,t aft 

THE GOSPEL of the GRACE at GOU, iffiistniiM fti a 
Series ef MeditationB. Sixtb TkowlaBd. 82iifo.« I«. okrth, gOt 
edges. , . / 

CHRISTIAN MISSlbNS to itfeATHEN NATION?. Post 
8vo., 8«. cloth. 

' THREE fiiERMONS, preached at the Chapel Royal, 'st. 
Xames's, on Sunday, December 19, and Christinas Day, l84I. 
8to., iJ. 6rf. . ' ' ■[ 

INFANT PIETY; a Book for Little Childjren. Fourti 
Edition, lanio., U. 6d. «loth. 

MEDITATIONS in SICKNESS and OLD AdE. Fifth 
Edition. Square lOmo., 2«. cloth. ■ 

T^E UNITY- of tHe CHtrHqfl ; a^kh^er truct for. the 
Tlmev. Addressed ^^peclaliy td Members of the Est^bllshi^ent. 
Thirtieth Thousand. 2d.f or 14#. per hundred. 
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TW ' ^mS^lFJ^ATif^]^ %qf tj» . ^BB^H) and; Tthe 
BlpasHigs iitUched to it. ..ITepth ^ouswia. • Z«.,,or 14^, 
hundred. ' , 

A CATECHISM of CHRISTIAN DOCtlllJjE and i'RAC- 
TICE. Second Edition. 1 Sm^W id. , or 2 1 5. per hundred. 

T.H^ PTRST FIVE CE^JTOTltS of thrf CHtIfitf»r or. 
the Early Fathers tio SSfe Ottfdea . 8Vo. , T *. 

THE DOCTRINE of the WO Jit) of GOD respecting 17 Jfto'N 
kmong'OTRtSTIANSi^ 2rf./o* l4/.perhi^iidred.. t I '' 

JOURNAL of a RESIDElffCE in CfllNA Wtte NEIOH- 

mm,iSG)WvnTxiii», itafl to im/>m tnd i:ev. 

nilriufAwitet Witll m>Iil*W*l«3ttwyvP«fiay^^^ 5. >V. Wtin, 
^ A. 12m«^ fit. clothe I . . 

' SEItMCti^S.' 'Selected frotn tifie MafntiscriMs of t^^ 
late Rev. Robert Oakman, B.A., Vicar of MarlfocK', SdilittsOT. 
lJn»;,'<*..ildtli."" i ' , •:»',,>■ 
BftlEP MEMORIALS' of J-RAN PRE0BRI€K 
Fwtorof WalbachJnAk«c«:r«id of AlK^f^TE 
BARON DE STAEt HOLSt^IN. an Intrqduc^orr 

Sketch of the History of Chnstianify in Frhhcfe, troiW thi 
PriihidVe A^et <o thet I>^e8eilt tiay.rBt ftUb BJ^. TkdkAs 
9xm4, MiA. . T2moi.^>4i. cloth. f .u-t ,;<> -Kir 

POPULAR OBJECTIONS to the PRE.*llLt.fii 
NIAL ADVENT and to the STUDY of the PROPHETIC 
9€RIPTURES CeN8H)£RBD. J^y^JKmoBVOori-viB, flfq., 
of Cove. Second Edition, fDolsaap'SVP-i 4«> . 

. PAJIKHUBST^S GS^EK and RNeLfSH) 1®XI 
CON of the NEW TESTAMENT. By Rose. 8vo., cLath, Sitl 

fAUL GERHARDTi^r alt) Histovical Tale i^ithe 
iiitth^ldis ttad ReTormeA te BSanklBiAuif , tmd«r thto -GaxtH 
Elector. By C. A. Wildekhahn. Translated from the Genqiitt 

^o^^s^^^^e^^M^ Y«l«-M^W ^X^. ^;or 

..JOTRpByCTIOi^ to the APTIief dv^ ^/VP^^Ti^ps 
aaid T^AVEt^ of St, PaUL In '^ues^ abf Answm 
With a Geographical Index, and some Hints oh th^ Study 
Script^ire hy Parallel Passages. Designed as a help io Teachers 
M fftinday ttji^ other Sc&odl«^ at^ tfe * mM\S 6t parting a 
Saving Knowledge of Divine Truth'. By the^B^. A. G. Piiiii* 

CONTRASTS Between the . RighteaM > and tfai 
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t^TTBRS, l^eT^ted ffiotia the C6nt^ottdei\th o{ 
Hklsn !^lumptbe. Second JE(l|don, 12mai., 6#. cloth. 

. ALSO, 

' SCRlPTURfc StORliES; or, Sacred rijsto^ Familiarly 
Explained and Applied to Children. Tenth Editioti, Eltlar^ 
•nd Corrected. 18md., 3«. cloth« or 3#. €4. bAlf bound. 

THE HISTORY of JOSEPH ; or, Coptinuatjon of Seriptuie 
Stories. 8eve?ith Edition. 18mo., p. 6<f. clotli, or 3f. h^lf- 
bonnd. ' ' ' 

TBK HISTORY of MOSES; being a £antiniMdioit of Scrips 
ture Stories. Fifth Editkm. 18mo.,3t;oloth,or3A.8<f.h&lf-boHnA. 

THE filSTORT of JOSHt/A; b(^g ^ deiitihufUibn' of 
Scripture Stories. FtiMi Edition. lSttiK<, 2i. $iL cloCli, orS«. 
half-bound. ^ 

THE HISTORY of 8AMUSL ; bdag ttf* eonclndiBg volttOM 
of Scripture Sioriarf. ISnlo., 3d. tlokli^ orfUi 6Ai hfelftboaiiA. 

1!HS CHRlStlA!^ OUEST; <fr, the iMtiCtUiOn. . 0f the 
Lord's Supper, Simply Explained; Tvvnty.-ftighth T^onfam^. 
18mo., Sd., or 2t. 6d. per dozen. 

THE CHRISTIAN WARFAltE; or, the Subject of Con- 
firmation yaaafiUAy E^bdiied and AppHtd to Young People. 
Seventeenth Th9u«/ui4. , 18mo., 3d., or p. 6d. per dozen. 

THE LITTLE MAID ; or, a Few Hinto to Semite. XiNlfth 
Thousand. 18mo., 3<'.^ or . 2s, 6d. pe^ ^os^n. 

THE CANAANITISH MOTHER; or, a Few Words of Bn- 
couragement and Reproof to Parents. Fifth Edition. 18mo., 3d., 
•r 2*. M. per doten. 

THE LEGION CAST OtT;, or, the Seed of the Woman 
3niiring the. Serpent's Hea4. Fourth Edition. . 3d,, or 2s. Od, 
per doasen. 

HIDDEN TREASURE; or, the Way to Grow Rich and 
Wise. Ilfth Edition.' Id., or 7#. per Jiiiftdred. 

TUE TROUBLESOllfE GARDEN; or, Emj^oyment for 
All. Sixth Edition. Id., or 7s. per hundred. 

the' CLEANERS r or, Dialogue ilia iTarvestFidd. T&ird 
Edition. Id., or 7*. per hundred. 

A WORD to the VILLAGER; or, a F*w Hliits on the 
SubJeM of Clothing Sooietiek Second Edition; Id., or 7s^ 
hundred. 
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Second Edition. 18mo., 2<f., or 14#. pefhundrgd'. ' ' t 

THE TE4CHE^l of BABES ; or, Xnsljruptive^QSion* de^iyed 
ftrom Pioture?. ISmo., «l<Jth llmp,^*: , ' 

BASKETS df FB^eMENTS ; or, . Norlee fhun Setmmv 
preached by t\ie I^ev. Thomas Jones, of Creaton. Sixth 

THE PAlf ttFUL FRIEND • or Two Conversad^ui^ 
on Worldly Intercourse and Family Duties. With a short 
Membit of tk». Wfiter. Bf JOttX ' W^B^tttnt-'JnsaUIftii^, 
Bf^;, M;P. Fourth Bttilkm. ISmo., a«. Btf4.Ql#d& - > r^-^'^^ ra 

POPULAR JIDVCATION. Aji App<f*L to British 
ChiistiaaM. BtABabwite*,, 9v9-,Wf 

EVIL and DANGER of APOSTASY, as Exemplified 
hi the Hirtoiy of Fiksli^fillS SBIRA. . Fiton ith* BceOfli. Wth 

THE RESTITUTION of attTHtNG*. By thaStev. 
W. IT. Wm, M a. 12mo., Si. alotk. : ^ 

WHAT WILL THI» BABBLER fiA^? UtOf^.U. V 

A WORD of WARNINCJ In the lXsT 1)AYS. Fourth 
Editkm. ISmc, 2*. v ^71/ ; ; 

THOUGHTS on ttlLlEI^AIllAiJlSM. Fourth Edfdbn. 

THE TRIUMPHS of tUtltH; or, Facifk^^uv^m 
the Value and Power of the Word of God, more espedaZ^as 
«ethR>Ited hi the Operations of the' British an^i^liMgnf W 
SbcietyV By Roiiilbii^ RAksi^iiN, Esq. Third SAttlbtoj; tMl, 
3a. cloth. j.v>b T- 

MEMk)iR of tiie KEv.c. T. E. 

ing Extracts ftom his JToumal and 'Cdn^pbnd^hc^, "Wftli Delaus 
of MiMionM3^J>vocpedu»gs in Qquth ffidiiu ^y Sw. ^rovrn 

ROLLIN'S ANCIENT HISTORY, Six Vol^ Jivo. 

SERMONS by the Rev. HENRY RO^Yf |lOX]?Y, 
LL.B., Vicar of |$t. OlaWa, Jewry, ap4 Btector of 
Jrbnmonger-lane. 8vo., 10«. 6rf. 
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THK JIJDGMKNT on the QUICK. By the Rov. 
J^f»HK E. Sahix. A.V,. 12niO., .3.?. boards. 

THE SAILOR'S HOPE for HIMSELF an'a the 
!f ATION. By a Naval Officer. Foolscap 8vo., 5s. 

iJJESTJpN, " FAS ST. ^'ETER EVER AT 

P^^^%ru J^'Mft!!^ ffpm the French l)y,^ ui^Rr 
ha Preface by tlie Translator. Fcp. 8vo. , cloth'i 2s. Sa. 

MEMORIAL of an AFFECTIONATE and DUTI- 
FUL SOX, FRtDEiiiCK R. H. ScoKESHY, Avlio fell asleep in 
Jesus, December .'Hst. 1834, aj^ed 10. By his Father, the llev. 
W. ScoHESiJY. D.I)., F.R.S. 12mo., 4.?. cloth. 

'"^DISCOUJiSES to. SEAMEN. By the Rev. William 

r TH'E 'iroi/rBIBLE; with Explanatory Notedi Praf> 
tical Observations, and Marginal References. By the Re^. 
Xhoh AS J5(?otrr,rRector gf A«ton Saod^ojpd- . A B^itira. In 
^ix. VoU. 4tcK With Eighty-four IJlHStr^a ®am^ 
sfsting of Maps, Cdstumes, and ihore ihdA Inzfy XtltJiw 
of the most important places mentioned tn the Stei 
Price 6/. G*. cloth. 

ALSO, 

TIIF IlOf.V BIBLE. With Explanatory Notes and Prac- 
tical lUlledions. By the Rev. Thos. Scott. A new Edition. 
In Three Vols. imiHJrial 8vo. Edited l*y the llev. Jos|au 
PiiATT. B.D. Price 31. 3s. cloth. 

ESSAYS on the most important SUBJECTS hi Religion. 
With a Memoir of the Author, 12mo., 59. 

MY SUNDAY-SCHOOL CLASS. Twelve Wessons, 
desi<rncd to a.ssist Jvualdkk giAcheM( ln,<tfae]fiMf«i>irtWMfc<i of 
Religious Instruction MT'Dli X«inif( !/JBr tairdlnBOTfMn. 

18mo., cloth, 2s. 6d. >,% , . fn!^i .* \r ,/ta«o;/ii 

• A TREATISE on the DEI.jy ff^MV§);CHBttT. 
By the late Mr. Sergeant Sxllom. ,fmwUbf iill^^^ 'Q^A^^ 
M.A. bvo., JO*, cloth. . -'f '.u .bi4»|K» 

SECTARIANISM, the BANE of *CH^IWP». 
Iflmo., 6(1. 

HOR.^: SOLITARI^.; or, Ejisays upon sonu" remark- 
able Names and Titles of Jesus Christ occurring in the Old Tes- 
tament, and declarative of Uis «isefttUa diVdiity ■Mftd^'gHMMli 

33mo., If. 
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SHUT to thy DOOR, MB]>iT:ATB: a Vie^ of 



the Humiliations of the L«ffd Jesus Christy the Consequent 
Blessings to his People. Price Sc?^ , . , . 

THB sick room ATTENDANT; containing 
Directions for the Young or Inexp^eBce4 Nurse; with much 
Useful Advice, and upwards of 200 weI1-(;dM Recipes, &c.» t^ 
which are added Ori^al Prayen and Meditations, suitable to 
be used in a Sick Room. By a Lady. 12mo., 2s. cloth. 

SIMPLE FAMILY PRAYERS. Intended for the 
Vse of those Classes whoin It has pleased God to place In a 
humbler position than their more fatoul^d neighbours. lOmo;, 
1*. cloth limp, U. 6rf. clotli boards. 

SOUTH INDIAN MISSIONARY SKETCHJES, 
Contidning a short Account of some of the Missionary Stationf 
connected with the Church Missionary^ocietyin Soiithem Ind& . 
In Letters to a Younf Friend. By S. T. Tw^ V^s. foolscap 
avo*, 7«.<6d. 

SPIRITUAL SONCiS. Respectfiilly Dedicated to the 
Members of the £v2Uigelical AUiahce. 8vo., is. 6d., cloth,, gift 
eftges. ; ; ' ■ ' 

• Also, ■ ■■ : 

HYMNS for PASSION W^K and the I-ORTY i)AtS^. 
Adiiq)ted ,jfor (^rai»|^es, or Plirate Worship. / By,Wi^iAH 
Pioxivsow. S2mb., 1«. clbth. 

BRITISH SOVEREIGNTY in INDIA. A Semirii 
preached on occasion of the Thanlc^viiig for the Recent ^idd^ 
^Ases on the Sutledg^. HB^' «he Rtfir. SmrAnD B. 84Mx, 
Curate of Burslem, Staffordablre. TweiitT sTetes residOnt in^tilk 
East. divo.fU. - ;■■ . . , v - - , • 

GATBCHISM on the LORD'S SUPPER, ifor tli* 
INSTRUCTION of COMlf UNICANT8. By the Ser. BmJM 
SnoDBK, M.A. 18mo., 6d. 

thS SCOTTISH Church question. Byithe 

Rev. AiM»£PHT^s StdoW, Minittet Of %he UnitOd JEvangi^lical 
Church of Prussia, and Chaplain to His Mi^esty's Court aM 
$rp(Rteon:at Potsdam. 8vq«, f «. cloth. 

MADEIRA; or, the Spirit of Antichrist in 1846, afe 
exhibited in a Seiiee of Outrages. pei(petmeft 1|| August )a9t on 
Brttish ^Suldecto and. PortuKitese Prottstai;kt ^hi^tiana- By J« 
|iOBI>AM Xait, R.^. 8vo., 1#, 6d. , , . , 

NINETEEN SERMONSl. By Rev. M. J"; TAtLOR, 
M^., Ciuat^ <»f Trinity Church, Tewkesbniy. i2niq,^ps: cl6tH. 
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THOUGHTS for the DAY. First Series. 18rao., 
2«. 6d. cloth. Second Series. 18mo., 3*. cloth. 

MISSIONARY JOURNALS and LETTERS. Written 
during Eleven Years' Residence and Travels amougtst the 
Chinese, Siamese, Javanese, Khassias, and other Eastern 
Nations. Bv the Rev. J. Tomlin, A.M. 8vo., 7s. cloth. 

THE DIGNITY and RESPONSIBILITY of the 
CHURCH, especially at this time, in regard to the World. By 
the Rev. John TrcKER, B.D., Fellow of Corpus Christi College, 
Oxford. 18mo., 1*. 

SERMONS Preached in the Parish Church of St. 
George's, Bloomsbury. By the Hon. and Rev. H. Montagu 
YiLLiEAS. 12mo., 5s. 



THE YOUNG PROFESSOR ; being the Substance of Eight 
Lectures delivered to the Candidates for CONFIRMATION, at 
St. George's Church, Bloomsbury, 1846. 18mo., 2.1. cloth. 

RELIGION no FICTION ; being the Substance of Eight 
Lectures delivered to the Candidates for CONFIRMATION, at 
St. Geoi^e's Church, Bloomsbury, 1844. 18mo., U. 6d. cloth. 

TWO COUNSELS of WISDOM. Translated from the 
French of A. Vinet, of Lausanne. 1*. 

PASTORAL RECOLLECTIONS. Addressed, to his 
Parishioners at the close of his Ministrations in the Establish- 
ment. To which is added, a Discourse preached before the First 
General Assembly of the Protesting Church of Scotland. By the 
Rev. J. A. Wallace, Minister of the Protesting Church, 
Hawicll. Foolscap 8vo., Ssi doth. 



THE SEVEN CHURCHES of ASIA practically considered. 
Foolscap 8vo., 3t. cloth. 

TESTIMONIES in favour of the PRINCIPLES and PRO- 
CEDURE of the FREE CHURCH of SCOTLAND. With an 
Introductory Notice. Foolscap Svo., 3#., cloth boards and lettered. 

THE HILL of ZION ; or, the First and Last Thing* 
fllustrative of the Present Dispensation. By the Rev. Thomas 
Watson, M.A. Foolscap 8vo., 3«. 6d. 

FEMALE MISSIONARIES in INDIA: Letters 
from a Missionary's Wife in India to a Friend in England. By 
Mrs. WEiTBKEcttT. Second Edition. 18mo., 2t. cloth. 

MEMOIRS of the Rev. R. C. WHALLEY, B.D., 
late Reetor of Chetwood. IBustrated by Select Letters and 
Sermons. By Johm S. Harford, Esq., D.C.L. Foelseap 

8V0., 5*. 



ALSO, 



ALSO, 



C 
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A LAMB GATHERED into the FOLD: or, a 
Memoir of Littte Anna, with Preface. By the Rev. Hugh 
White. Second Edition. lBmo.,6d. 

.MEMOIR of MRS. HARRIET W. WINSLOW, 
Containing a Sketch of the Ceylon Mission, with Introductory 
Essay. By Rev. J. Harrington Evaks. 12mo., 5s. 6d. 

A FAMILY RECORD; or, Memoirs «f the late Rev. 
BASIL WOODD, and of several deceased Members of his 
Family. A new Edition. 12mo., is. cloth. 

THE WORLD. By a Deserter. 1*. gilt edges. 

THE CHURCH of CHRIST POURTRAYED. As 
to the peculiar Cl^^acter of its Unity, Ordinances, Yisihiliiy, and 
Spirituality. By the Rev. C. I. Yorke, M.A., Rector of Shen- 
field. Foolscap 8vo., is. cloth. 

PROTESTANTISM or POPERY. A Tract for the 
Times. Showing that the Tractarian Movement is a departure 
from the Prf noiples of the Church of England, and a depaituie 
£Mr tlMB Principles of the Church of l^ome. By the Rev. ^w^rd 
Young, M.A., of Trinity College, Cambridge. Second Edition. 
8v,Q,, 1*. 



CHRISTIAN OFFIOBR'S AiTO 
VEIiIiElt'll XiIBItARY. 

These neat little Volumes are all printed iu §ood Tifpe, hfm»d i# 
vtoth imd leUereiy and map be had in m neat TrameUimg Caae. 



#. d, 

Baxter's Pying Thoughts 1 6 
- Call to the Un- 



converted | 

Saint's Rest.. i 

— t Diaiogaes^ 1 

Bridge on Faith 1 

-on the Kinety-first 



Psalm 1 

- on the Sinfulness 



of 8in.. 1 e 

Brown's Concordance.. .. 3 0 
Journal of a Sab- 
bath-day 1 0 



*. d, 

Charnocjcon Man'sEi^mity 

to God 1 0 

Clarke'sScriptareProraises 1 *S 
Cmso'a Tender Consoaenee 1 0 

Divine Breathings 1 0 

D9ddri4ge'8 Rise and Pro- 
gress 1 < 

Dorney's Letters, 16S8 to 

1682 I 6 

Duty aiMl Blepsednfess of 
maintaining a constant 
Recollection of the Pre- 
sence of God .1 0 
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s. d. 

Flavel's Bflba of the Cov©. 
nant 1 0 

Hall's (Bishop) Christ 
Mystical, and Domey 
on Union "writh Christ ..1 « 

Christian ..0 6 

Peace-ni^er 1 6 

Haweis' Companion to the 
Lord's Supper, with In- 
troduction by Arch- 
deacon Philpot .•«...<• 1 6 

Hill's It is WeU 1 « 

Beep Things of Oo4 1 6 

Hooker's Discourse on 
Justification 1 6 

Hopper's Joy and Peace in 
BelierhDig 1 6 

— — Fndts of Joy and 
Peace in Believing 1 6 

ImiKirtant Truths A'om 
various Authors 1 6 

Key-Stone ; a Selection 
f^om various Authors, 
silk 2 0 

Leighton (Abp.) on the 

Lord's Prayer 1 0 

1 " I R«ks for a 
Holy Life 0 6 

Macariua onChriatianPer- 
ftetlon 1 6 

Malan's Hymns, in Eng- 
lish terse 2 0 

Manual of One Hundred 
FiacticalContemplations 1 6 

Missionary Minstrel, 3d. 
edition, enlarged 2 0 

Newton's ••Oraicron" 
Letters t 0 

Ohiey HymnSf by Cowper 
and Newton 2 6 

Owen on Spiritual Mind- 
edness 1 6 

Petto on the Voice of the 
Spirit 1 0 

RomaiiM't Select Letters 2 6 



s. d. 

SmtVs ChrktteA Rcnem- 

brancer 2 0 

Hosboodry 1 d 

Charis; or, the 

Offioe of the Holy Spirit 1 0 

Stoddafd'g Guide to Christ 1 0 

Venn on Zacharias 1 0 

Wilberforce on Christtcnlty 2 • 
Withersi>oon on Regenera- 
tion 1 6 

Alto maff b0 ha4t vniform with 

the eAove. 
Augustin^s Confcssiohs 1 < 
Baxter's Family Book S 0 
Bogatsky's Golden Trear- 

sury 1 6 

Cecil's Visit to the House 

of Mourning 1 6 

Earle's Sacramental Ex- 
ercises and Grove's 

Lord's Supper 1 6 

Flavel's Touchstone of 

Sincerity 1 6 

Goodwin'sRetum of Prayer 1 6 
Henry's Pleasantness of a 

Religious Life 1 Q 

Hints fof Reflection .... 2 0 
Ken's lletired Christian 1 6 
Mason's Crumbs firom the 

Master's Table 1 3 

History of Jeiu*, 

for Children 1 0 

Select Remains 

and Letters 1 6 

Orion on Eternity 1 0 

Pike's True Happiness .. 1 0 
Prayers fbr Children and 

Young Persons 1 0 

Romaine's Triumphs of 

Faith 1 6 

Shaw's Welcome to the 

Plague .... 1 0 

Thoughts in AlBlctioii ..1 0 
Watson on Divine Coii- 

tentmeht 1 6 



The above maf ul»a be had in, calf or morocco bindinsft, in 
a greut varieUf of patternt. 
c 2 
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Bf laialnre PoOkat Editions, 64wo. 



Genesis., roan, Is. 6d. tuck, 2s. 

Saniuel U. 6d. tuck, 2s. 

Bsalms 2s. 

Acts U.,. U.6d. 

Ephesians . . cloth, 4<Z. roan, 6d, 
Fhaipplans 5d, 



Colossians.. cloth, od. loaa, ^d. 

Timothy 4c/ 6d. 

Titus od. 

James 'id. .... 5d. 

Peter id. .... C(/. 

John Zd ^d. 



Beaufby*s Gviide lo True 
Pilgrims * .. .. tuck, 2s. 

Bible Christian and the 
Contrast U.&d. 

Clarke's Scripture Pro- 
mises., roan, U. Cd. tuck, 2s. 

Home's (Bp.) Daily Com- 
niuninss.^cloth, 2s. 2s, 

Little Child's Text Book. U, 6d. 



Mason's Pocket Com- 
p^inion 1«. Grf. 

Rowe's Devout Exercises 
of the Heart.. sewed, lis. .. 2s> 

Sunbeams. A Diary of 
Promises.. 12Smo., Sd. .'. 1^. 

Texts for my Little Ones, 

. I38mo., roan, \s |>. \d. 



TRACTS. 

BY THS RSV. AXiBXANDBR DALLAS, VL.hl 

TRACT COMMENTARIES ON THE GOSPELS. 

Kaeh Tract being a separate porUon of Scripture, is cvmplele 
Sn itself J and ma f be obtained and circulated separately^ 

Nds. 1 to 25, price Id. each, or Is. per 100. 

WONSTON TRACTS. 



1. TheLord's Remembrancers. 

id., or 3*. 6d. per 100. 

2. The Right Way to get the 

Right Thing, ^d. 

3. The Two Railroads. Id. 

4. The Smooth Stones out of 

the Brook, ^d; 

5. The Sweepstakes. \d. 

6. A Diorama of the Harvest. 

Id. 

7. ITie Dusty Bible. Id. 



8. The Forgotten Prayer, ^d. 

9. The Warrant for Interces- 

sory Prayer, &c. Id. 

10. The Negroes' Petition, jd. 

11. Seeing Him who is Invi^- 

sible. Id. 

12. Harvest Hints for Christitm 

Labourers, ^d. 

13. Four Reasons for Family 

Prayer, id. 

14. The Pleasure Fair. j^d. 



Digitized by Google 



JAMES KISBST AlHJ) CO. 



29 



15. A Word about the Oiildren. 

Id. 

16. Pleading in Prayer. Id. 
1?. The Mummy-Wheat, id. 

18. General Union for Private 

Priqrer. Id. 

19. Thoughts for the Throne of 

Grace. 2d. 

20. Sacramental Meditotiona. 

2d. 

21. The BaceB. id. 



22to38. PulpitThWght3» 2d. 
each. 

29. Wise Words Plainly Ap- 
plied. 2d. 

30 and 31. Words in Season. 
2d. each. 

32. Sacramental Meditations. 

33. False Alarms, id. 

34. Not by Chance, id. 

35. Toucnstone of Romanism. 

Id. 



WONSTdN CONFIRMATION TRACES. 

NoA. 1 to 13, id. and Id. «u;h. In sets U., or bound l». 3d. 



Songs of Zion. By the Rev. 
R. M. M'Cheyne, Dundee. 
83mo., gilt, price 3d. 

Also, 

This do in remembrance of 
me. S2mo., gilt, price 2d. 

The Acceptable Year of the 
Lord. 32mo., gilt* price 2d. 

Daily Bread ; being a Calen- 
dar for reading through the 
Word«f Godin^Year. 32mo.| 
gilt, price 2d. 

To the Lambs of the Flock. 
18mo., price Id., 32mo., gilt, 
price 2d. 

I love the Lord's Day. S2mo. 
gUt, ad. 

The Sword of the Lord over 
Christless Souls. 32mo., gilt, 
price 2d. 

Select Pieces ; being the above 
seven Tracts done up in one 
volume. 32mo., cloth, gilt 
edges, U. 6d. 



The Family Hearth: A word 
to Fathers and Mothers. 82mo., 
3d; gilt. 

The Plant of Renown: A 
New Year's Address for the 
YouBf. 82mo., gilt, 2d. 

A Walk with the Physici?inoJf 
Souls through a Dying Wprld. A 
Hew Year's Address for the 



Young. 32mo. Fifth Thou- 
sand, price 2d., gilt. 

Vital Religion the safety and 
blessedness of Youth. A Lec- 
ture to Young Men. 32mo., 
price 2d. gilt. 

Little Mary ; or, the African 
Girl. 32mo., price 2d. 

^oy of Israel. 32mo.,iu:ice3d. 

Parting Words on Weighty 
Subjects. 32mo., filt.4d. 

Christ is All. By Wilcox. 
With Preface. 33mo., 2d.> or 
4d. gilt. 

The Lord's Supper, with In^ 
troduction and Preface. 32mo., 
4d, got. 

Booth's 0rac<B Reigning in 
jl^ection, with rreface. 33mo„ 
2d., or 4d. gilt. 

. Belieye and Live, with Ad- 
dress to the Reader. 32mo,t 
4d.gat. 

The Spirit's Teaching, being 
an account of Johp ttoss. d2mo.t 
Id., or 2d. gUt. 

The White Robes. Id., or 
2d. gilt. 

. The Prodigal restored. A 
Niir^ive. 18mo., price 4d. 

Rest for the Wepr^. By Dr. 
Madden. ISmo., price 4d. 

Remember iBU. Aj^olemn 
Call upon Parents to Remem- 

8 
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ber the Account -which they 
must give for their Children's 
Souls. S2mo., gilt, price 
2d. 

The Minister's great wish for 
the Boys and Girls at the Sab- 
bath Schools in connexion with 
Wallacetown Free Church. 3d 
Thousand. 32mo., l^rf. 

Life in Death ; or, the Reality 
and Blessedness of True Reli- 
gion exemplified in the case of 
Jean Smith. Price 6d. 

Little Mary, the Amcan Girl. 
d2mo., id. 



The Three in One. By Rev . 
R. W. Dibdin. Price 3d.^ 

The Rescue; a Narrative of 
a very recent case of Conver* 
sion. 6d. 

Brief Thoughts on the Gos- 
pel. 18mo., cloth, 10<^. 

A Lily of the Vale; or. Me- 
morials of J. W. By the Rev, 
W. Chambers. 4d. 

Friendship Faithfolnesa, in 
a Letter from a Trinitarian to 
a Unitarian. 4d. 

Live Happily and Die Hai>- 
pfly, in Memory of Helen Jones. 



TRACTS. 

Active and Passive RifiHnousKXss. By 
LvTHXR Irf., or 7<; per 100 

Address to the Laitt of the Church of 
Englakd. By an Old Presbyter .. .. IdL, or 7t. p» lUO 

The Arch of Titus and the Coliseum .. d<f., or 21«. per IDO 

*'The Beacon of Hope," at the present 
crisis « < 2d.t or 14«. per 100 

The Blight in the Garden Id., or 7«. per 100 

Baptism briefly opened up and ap- 
plied. By the Rev. A. A. Bonar Id,, or 7*. per 100 

The Faithful Minister of the New 
Covenant. By the Rev. Horatius 
BoNAR 2dj, or lU. per 100 

State of Religion in the Land. A Letter 
totheRev. E.B1CKER8TSTH. BytheRev. 
C. J. Brown, A.M 2d., or \4s. per ItO 

Cast thy Bread npon the Waters id., or 7». per f 00 

The Centre of Unity ; a Scriptural Glimpse 
of a future, perfect, and all-controlling 
Centra of Unity on Earth. « 1(2., or 7«. per 100 

The Charge of the Bishop of London 
EX A M iNED, and its Unscriptural Tendency > • i 

set forth dd., or 21a. per 100 

The Christian Sabbath l|d., or 10«. 6(/. per iOO 

The Church's Consolation 2d., or 14«. per 100 

Common Excuses for not Receiving ^e 
Lord's Supper id., or 3s, per 100 

Cottage Pictures 8d, 

Excuses for Neglecting Church An- 
swered. BytheRev.THOM AS Davis, A.M. 2d., or 14s. y&t 100 

Dinah ; a Christian Memorial id., or 7c. per 100 

The Cause of Christ and the Cause of 
Satan. By the Rev. Dr. Duff or lis, per 100 
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The Duty of Attendiko the Holy Sacra- 
ment l^d., or 10*. dd. per 100 

The Ear trieth Words Irf., or 7#. per 100 

The Evangelical Alliance. Answers to 

a few objections urged by members of the 

Established Church who look and long for 

the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ 2d., or Us. per 100 

Thk Everlabtino Possession and the 

Lasting Glory 2d., or lit. per 100 

A Few Words on the Duty of Private 

Prayer, principally addressed to Servants id. 
A Few Words to the Rev. R. W. Sibthorp Id., or 7s. per 100 

George the Shoemaker Id., or 7«. per 100 

Going to Service Id., or 7s. per 100 

&RiiBM End 2d., or lis. per 100 

The Church in the House. By the Rev. 

JAitES Hamilton l^d., or 10«. 6d. per 100 

Rbmbmbsrino Zion. — To Scotchmen in 

London. By Ditto 1 ^d. , or 1 0«. 6d. per 1 00 

The Dew of Hermoh; pr, the Source of 

Christian Unity. By Ditto .l^d., or 10*. Od. per 100 

The Harp on the Willows. By Ditto .. Id., or 7*. per 100 

Fajuewbll to Egypt. By Ditto Id., or 7«. per 100 

Hatb you had the Influenza? Id., or 7«. per lOU 

I have CHOSEN the WAY of truth Id., or 7s. per 100 

Last Days of Mrs. Cooper, of the Scot- 
tish Mission, Humee, Bast Indies Id., or 7s. per 100 

Lessons from the Gospels ; chiefly in words 

of one syllable, for the use of Adult 

SeHOLABs ••..«« 6d. 

A Letter from a Jew to his Brethren ; 

or, the Epistle of Paul to the Helnrews. . . . 6d. 

ima in the Darkness Id., or 7«. |>er 100 

The Lord's Day Id., or 7s. per lOP 

The Lord is at hand 2d., Or lis. per 100 

LovB to Au, and Life to All id., or 3«. per 100 

iDiocTRiMB and Duty ; for the use of Sabbath 

Sehoals. By the Rev. Robert Macdonald 3d., or 21«. per 100 
Thr Use of the Rod. By the Rev. B. J. 

M'Ghke, A.M id., or 2Ss. per 100 

Sabbath Breakeils. By Rev. T. A. Mk- 

THUKN 3d., or 2s. Gd. per doz. 

Tkb Unity of the Church. By the Hon. 

and Rev. B. W. Noel : 2d., or 14*. per 100 

Thb Sanctlfication of the Sabbath .... 2d., or 14*. per 100 
T«B Doctrikb of the Word of Goi> respect- 

Ii^Uniom among Christians. By Ditto 2d., or 14*. per lOD 

An Old Disciplb t • Id., or 7s. per 100 

An Old Disciple: .^ctsxxi. 16. A True 

Character ..«,.. i!....^ Sd. or 21*. per 100 
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Thb Two Com municaitts : Judas Iscariot 

and the Belbved Disciple. By the Rev. 

E. W. ^EARS, M.A fi^- ^ , . 

Plain Address to the Sick ., Hd., or 6d. per 100 

Popery at Madras— an Account of John 

Jordan ®' Hi* i J? 

The Potter's Work l'* -®'/*'?** !S2 

The Power of Divine Grace l^d., or 10». 6d!. per 100 

A Word to the EngIISh Laitt, with refer- • 

ence to Puseyism. By J. Poyndbr, Esq. 2d., or lis. per lOO 
The Promises m^e to the Fathers, coH- 

trastcd with Israel's State under the Law Srf., or 21 <. per 100 
Reasons fdr Declining to Attsnd a Con- 

., CERT of Sacred Music 6rf. 

tlEPENTANCE ; (In large Type) Idi, <» 7». per lov 

The Return of the Jews Id.i or U.Gd. per 25 

Right Election and the Gr^at Reform . Id., or 7s. per 100 

ROMAJNB'sEARNESTlNVITATtONtoPAAYkit 2f*., br 14#. pBt 100 

The Sale of a Soul , 2rf., or lit. per 100 

The Shepherd and his Flock. Contain- 
ing The Shepherd : Light in the Darkness; 
The Lord's-day : Going to Service : Green ^ 
End Price, in paper wrapper, 9d., or 7*. 6<f. per ooMii; 

The Suicide l< i or 6*. per m 

Surely I Come Quickly : a Letter fo ' 
Everybody i . • • W., ot f». pet 100 

A IIeal TkAcT for the Times. By the 
Rev. James SuTCLTFFE, A.M W. - 

TESTiMONYto thelate Religious AwAklENiNGS 
in Scotland. By PaHochi al Ministers 2rf.', or 14#. p*l* 100 

The Tractarian Doctrine of C»AisiPTAH 
Unity not the Doctrine of the Gbspbl. By ... 
the Rev. W. H. Turner . * M., or 2U. ^r 100 

Oi^iON in <ji:bRY. A Letter to the Hon. 
and Rev. B. W. ITofit; A.M. 48. 

tHE VALUfe off PeI^ANCE l<f., 4f f*. p«f jW 

A Yery Common Question ............ Id., o* 7*. peir 100 

ViLtAGE Prayer Meetinq Id., or 7s. per 100 

yiLWERS on BALts and Theatres 2d., br 14*. per 100 

The Voter's Duty, a<:cordfaig to the Bible 2d., 14*. p<sr 100 
What is Truth, and What TniNkYE O* 
Christ ? Words of Counsel for the Pre- . ^ 

sent Times 2d., or 14*. per ICPO 

We don'j- get uf by the Clock Id., or ds. per IW 

WkE AT tod TIRES 1 d., br 7«. per 1» 

Where there is a Will, tBERE is a Wkk Id., br 7*. pter WW 
WjitREwiTHAi. Shall We u» Clothe*? or 3*. pbrlOO 
William JoNfei ^d JTbDii Waiw.^. . . . .. Id., t» 7*. Jfet IfO 

«d. 



B^P^sm: a Sermon. By Rev. J. ft. Pisitiis, 
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1 . Why are you so<iiixious ? 1 rf., 

or 7*. per 100. 

2. Conversations on Conflnua- 

tioii. 2d., or 14«. per 100. 
J 3. The Gleaners. Id., or 7s. 
per 100. 

4. The Lord's Supper. Irf. 

5. Cottager's Family Prayers. 

(5. The Return of Christ. Id. 

7. What does the Bible, say of 

the Poor r id. 

8. Tlie Right of the Poor. \d. 



9. Conversations on Baptism. 
Id. 

1 0. Whatcan I do for others ! 1 d. 

1 1. I pay every one their dues. 

12. The benefits of Sicknesii. Id. 

13. A Word to Cabmen. Id. 

14. A Quiet Neighbour. U. 

15. May and Must. Id. 

16. The Empty Church and the 

Full Farm-house. Id. 

17. WalK» in a Turnip-field. 

18. On the Creed. Id. 
n. Peace at Home. Id, 

20. The Three Weddings. Wi 



» This is also printed in large type, price id., pr H*. pet 100. 
Complete 8^, price If. 9(/. 



THS KBLSO TftA<ST8. 

1. THE DOOR of SALVATION OPENED, ^d., or 3*. per 

hundred. 

2. THE FAITHFUL SAYING, id., or U. 6rf. per hundred. 

3. THE WELL of LIVING WATER, id., or 3s. per hundred. 

4. JEHOVAH OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. H» 1*. 6rf. 

per hundred. 

,'». BELIEVE and LIVE. Id., or 4s. 6d. per hundred. 

P. SIN PUT AWAY by CHRIST, ^d., or 3*. per hundred. 

7. WORDS of WARNING. \d., or 1*. 6d. per hundred. 

8. ELECTING LOVE, ^d., or Is. M. per hundred. 

9. THE WORKS of the HOLY SPIRIT, as recorded in the 

Scriptures, ^d., or 4*. 6d. per hundred. 

10. NOW. \d., or Is. 6d. per hundred. 

11. THE FIRST EPISTLE of JOHN— to Fathers, to Young 

Men, and to Little Children, id., or 3«. per hundred. 

12. THE WHITE ROBES. For Sabbath-school Children, id., 

or 3#. per hundred. 
18. THE WORKS of the HOLY SPIRIT, as recorded in the 

, New Testament, fd., or 4#. 6d. per hundred. 
14. LUTHER'S CONVERSION, id., or 3*. per hundred. 
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15. SIN OUR ENEMY, and GOD OUR FRIEND, id., or 

U. 6d. per hundred. 

16. THE LORD'S SUPPER, id., or 3«. per hundred. 

17. THE ANCHOR of the SOUt. or 1*. 6d. per hundred. 
IS. DO rOU 60 to the PRAYER-MEETING! id,,oiU.6d. 

per hundred. 

19. THE CITY of REFUGE, ^rf., or 3». per hundred. 

20. NIGHT, DAY-BREAK, and CLEAR DAY, Jd., or 3«. 

per hundred. 

il. BBHOLD, HE COMETH WITH CLOUDS, id.y or Is. 6d. 
per hundred. 

22. GOD'S UNSPEAKABLE GIFT, the liinner's Pledge and 
Plea for every Blessing. or 4*. 6rf. per hundred. 

2S. SALVATION to the tTTERMOST. or 4i. 6d. per 
hundred. 

24. THE LOVE of the SPIRIT. K* or 4i. 6<l. per hiinOred. 

25. WHO SHALL DWELL yrHh the DEVOURING FIRE? 

Id., or 1«. 6d. per hundred. 

26. RIGHTEOUS RECONCILIATION, id., or 3«. per hun- 

dred. 

27. THE THRONB of OBAOE. ^.f or it, 64. per hundred. 

28. THE TRUE HEART, id., or U. 6d. per hundred. 

29. WITHOUT GOD. id., or 1*. 6d. per hundred. 

30. THE FAJ.SE PEACE anfl the TRUE, id,, or U. 6dr per 

hundred. 

31. GOD'S PURPOSE of GRACE. or 4s. 6d. per hun- 

dred. . 

32. THE CHOSEN ONE. ^d., or St. per hundred. 

33. THE LAST TIME, id., or U. 6d. per hundred. 

34. THE SIN-BEARER. |d., or 4*. 6d. per hundred. 

35. THE POWER of the GOSPEL. Jtf., or is. Gd. per htih- 

dred. 

86. TRIBULATION. |d., or 4s. ed. per hundred. 
37. GRACE and GLORY. |d., or 4s. 6d. per hundred. 

The above mdy he had in sets, price U. 6d., dr bound in cloth, 
2s. ed. 
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Nos. I. to X. 

SONGS FOR THE WILDERNESS. 
Nos. I. and II. Id., or 48. 6d. pet hundred. 

THE FREE CHURCH PULPIT. In Three Vols. 
Svo., 5,5. 6d. each. Each volume contains upwards of Fifty 
Sermons by the most eminent Ministers of the Free Church of 
Scotland. 



*r.HE CHILDREN'S MISSIONARY MAGAZINE. 
Edited by the Rev. J. M. Randall, Curate of Iiowestoft. Vols. 
I. to X., in-ice 6d. each, cloth. 

The S^nd Series, edited by Miss M. A. S. Barber, Author 
of ^* Missionary Stories," &c., is published in Monthly Numbers, 
price hi. each. 



^HE LANDING LiBRARY of th« KII/DARE- 
^A€£ SOCIETY, for Promoting thQ ISducatien of i^e Poor 
i,n Ireland. Jn 79 Vols. 18mo., bound in sheep, 21. 15s. 



SCRIPTURE CARDS: Four Series of Scripture 
QueslioM jon Historieal, Doctrinal, and Practl9al Su^cts. 
Printed on Cards, in a Case, f rice, with Key, 2«. elwh, Or 7s. 
the set. 



In the press, 

NOTES of a TOUR in SWITZERLAND in the Autumn of 
1847. By the Hon. and Rev. B. W. Noel, M.A. Post Svo. 

AMY HAiSURIN^XON ; or, a Sister's Love. By the Author 
of " The Curate of Imwood." foolscap Svo. 
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MXSBET'S SERIES OF TRACTS. 



1. This Makifold Grace of God .. l^rf. or 10** dd. |»er 100 

2. God is Lovu l^rf., or 10«. 6d. per 100 

3. Th£ Meetiko Place of God viith 

the SiKNSB Id.y or 7s. per 100 

4. Have You Peace with God? Id., or 7s. per 100 

5. CoNvxcTiQK not CoKVERSiON .. ..... . 1<2., 01 7s, per 100 

6. Christ is ovr Ktmo Id.^QtJs. per 100 

7. The True Witness Ijrf., or 10#. 6d. per 100 

8. Israel's Weariness l^d., or 10;. 6d. per 100 

9. Good and Bad Prayers Hd.y or I0«. 6<f. per 100 

10. The Manifold Wisdom of God. Hd., or 10*. 6d, per 100 

11. Living Water for the Thirsty Irf., or 7s. per 100 

12. , A Believed Gospel or 7*. per 100 

IS. The Vine * ». or 10*. 6d. per 100 

14. The Cedar Ijrf., or 10*. Qd. per 100 

15. The Palm 1 jA, or 10*. 6d, per 100 

16. The Olive 1^, or 10*. 6d. per 100 

17. The Tropics and the Poles •» 1^., or 10*. 6d. per 100 

18. The Rock li(f», or 10*. M. per 100 



Macintosh, Printer, Great Ketr-street, London. 
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